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  4 Full Legislature – 12-17-12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  wou ld  l i ke  2 

Leg is la to r  Denn is  Dunne to  l ead us  i n  the  P ledge  3 

o f  A l l eg iance ,  and  a f te r  t ha t  I  ask  you to  remain  4 

s tand ing  fo r  a  hor rendous even t  tha t  t ook  p lace  5 

on  F r iday ,  when  20  young  l i ves  were  snuf fed  ou t ,  6 

and s i x  adu l t s ,  as  we l l ,  t ry ing  to  save tho se 7 

l i ves .  8 

 (Whereupon ,  the  P ledge  o f  A l l eg iance  was  9 

rec i ted . )  10 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  th ink  in  our  11 

l i fe t ime  we 've  never ,  ever  exper ienced  such  a  12 

ho r rendous  ac t .   I  t h ink  a lso  tha t  t hese  l i ves  13 

were  snu f fed  ou t  w i thout  any  j us t i f i ca t i on .   14 

Sad ly ,  f o r  t he i r  f am i l ies  th i s  ho l iday  seas on 15 

w i l l  be  one tha t  w i l l  be  very  d i f f i cu l t  to  go  16 

fo rward .   So  I  ask  you  to  remember  those  wh o  los t  17 

the i r  l i ves  on  F r iday ,  December  14 .   Keep t hem in  18 

your  p raye rs  du r ing  th is  ho l i day  season.  19 

 (Whereupon ,  a  moment  o f  s i lence was 20 

taken. )  21 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you.  22 

 Mr .  Mu l l e r ,  wou ld  you p lease  ca l l  the  23 

ro l l ?  24 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Kope l?  25 
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 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Here .  2 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  T ro iano?  3 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    Here .  4 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  So lages?  5 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    Here .  6 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Fo rd?  7 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Here .  8 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Scanne l l?  9 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   10 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Becke r?  11 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    P resent .  12 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a?  13 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   14 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo?  15 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Here .  16 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Boswor th?  17 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   18 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  W ink?  19 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Here .  20 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Vend i t t o?  21 

 LEGISLATOR VENDITTO:    Here .  22 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Be les i?  23 

 LEGISLATOR BELESI :    Here .  24 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Dunne?  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Here .  2 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Jacobs?  3 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Here .  4 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Wa lke r?  5 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Here .  6 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  DeR igg i -7 

Wh i t ton?  8 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Here .  9 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Denenberg?  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Here .  11 

 CLERK MULLER:    M ino r i ty  Leader  Abrahams?  12 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     He re .  13 

 CLERK MULLER:    Pres id ing  Of f i ce r  14 

Gonsa lves?  15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Presen t .  16 

 CLERK MULLER:    We have a  quorum.  17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    As  cus tomary ,  we  18 

w i l l  beg in  - -  I  be l i eve  - -  excuse me .   I  th i nk  we 19 

have  th ree  po in ts  o f  persona l  p r iv i l ege be f o re  we 20 

ge t  to  pub l i c  comment .   And I ' l l  beg in  w i th  21 

Leg is la to r  Judy  Jacobs .  22 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Thank  you  very  much .   23 

I  apprec ia te  i t .  24 

 As  a  l eg is la to r  w i th  a  d is t r i c t  wh ich  25 
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goes  r igh t  up  to  the  Long Is land  Sound  and has  so  2 

many  res iden ts  devoted  to  the  pro tec t i on  o f  the  3 

Sound,  i t  was  a  phenomena l  event  when we  le a rned  4 

tha t  a  12  yea r  o ld ,  Jus t in  Smi th ,  was go ing  to  be  5 

sa i l ing  so lo  ac ross  the  Sound  - -  I 'm  b lown a way 6 

by  th i s  who le  th ing  - -  t o  b r i ng  a t ten t ion  t o  the  7 

necess i t y  o f  p ro tec t ing  the  Long  I s land Sou nd.  8 

 He  le f t  f rom S tand fo rd ,  Connec t i cu t  and 9 

sa i l ed  to  Oys te r  Bay  to  ra ise  money in  w i th  10 

pa r tne rsh ip  the  Na t iona l  F ish  and Wi ld l i fe  11 

Founda t ion ,  t o  suppor t  a  very  exc i t i ng  new 12 

p ro jec t ,  wh ich  I 'm  go ing  to  ask  in  a  m inute ,  13 

Jus t ice ,  t o  exp la in  to  you .   H is  goa l  i s  to  ra ise  14 

env i ronmen ta l  awareness .   Jus t in  i s  be ing  b a r  15 

m i tzvahed in  January  o f  2013 .   And  in  the  J ewish  16 

re l i g ion ,  ch i ld ren  a re  asked  to  pe r fo rm a  17 

m i tzvah,  tha t  means a  good  deed.   Obv ious ly ,  i t  18 

was a  na tu ra l  cho ice  fo r  Jus t i n ,  who  i s  dev o ted  19 

to  the  env i ronment  as  i t  i s ,  t o  ded ica ted  h i s  20 

m i tzvah to  th is .    21 

 I  rea l l y  be l i eve  i t ' s  a  pe r fec t  day  to  22 

d i scuss  th is ,  t ha t  we have  pe op le ,  young  peo p le  23 

l i ke  Jus t i n ,  to  be  so  proud o f .   And  I  am s o  24 

honored to  be  your  l eg is la to r .  25 
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 So ,  Jus t in ,  I  was  wonder ing  i f  you 'd  l i ke  2 

to  come up .   And  I  see  you r  dad is  w i th  you .   3 

Congra tu la t i ons .   Jus t in ,  wou ld  you l i ke  to  come 4 

up  and  te l l  eve ryone  a  l i t t l e  b i t  abou t?  5 

 MR.  SMITH:   My p ro jec t  uses  seaweed and 6 

r i b  musc les  to  na tura l l y  f i l t e r  po l l u t ion  f rom 7 

the  wa te r ,  k ind  o f  l i ke  t rees  remove ,  l i ke ,  tu rn  8 

ca rbon  d iox ide  i n to  oxygen  in  the  a i r .  9 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I t  sounds  l i ke  10 

someth ing  you  cou ld  p robab ly  con t inue as  yo u  go  11 

on  i n  schoo l ,  t o  do  more  and  more  inves t iga t ion  12 

on  i t  and research .  13 

 MR.  SMITH:   I 'm  th ink ing  o f  do ing  i t  14 

aga in  nex t  year .  15 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Te l l  us  a  l i t t l e  b i t  16 

abou t  the  t r i p .   Was  i t  rough?  17 

 MR.  SMITH:   The  wa te r  was pre t ty  ca lm and 18 

the  w ind  was  pre t t y  cons tan t ,  so  I  made i t  ac ross  19 

rea l l y  f as t  and  i t  was  rea l l y  fun .  20 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Tha t ' s  g rea t .   That  21 

rea l l y  i s  g rea t .   We ' re  ve ry  p roud  o f  you.   And 22 

I 'm go ing  to  ask  Leg is la to r  DeRigg i -Wh i t ton  to  23 

come down wi th  me,  a l t hough everyone  up here  i s  24 

an  env i ronmen ta l i s t .   R igh t?   Everyone  up h e re  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  9 Full Legislature – 12-17-12 

has  spen t  the i r  l i ves ,  you  know,  be ing  i nvo lved 2 

w i th  the  env i ronment .   Bu t  I ' d  l i ke  to  p res ent  3 

someth ing  to  you .   And  be fore  I  come down I  jus t  4 

want  to  say  one  th ing ,  t ha t  t h is  i s  g i ven in  5 

recogn i t ion  o f  you r  char i t ab le  cause  to  ra i se  6 

money in  par tne rsh ip  w i th  the  Na t iona l  F ish  and 7 

Wi ld l i fe  Founda t ion  to  fund and suppor t  a  n ew 8 

b ioex t rac t ion  p ro jec t  tha t  u t i l i zes  na tu ra l  9 

resources  to  c rea te  wa te r  po l l u t ion  f i l t e rs .   10 

See,  I  have i t .   I 'm  jus t  ve ry  p roud  o f  you .  11 

 And remember  as  you ' re  g rowing  up ,  you  12 

make  a  l i v ing  by  wha t  you ge t ,  bu t  you  make  a  13 

l i fe  by  what  you  g ive .   And you ' ve  s ta r ted  14 

a l ready ,  and  tha t ' s  rea l l y ,  rea l l y  g rea t .  15 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a  i s  16 

he re ,  and Leg is la to r  Scanne l l .  17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  18 

DeRigg i -Wh i t ton  has  a  po in t  o f  persona l  19 

p r iv i l ege,  as  we l l .  20 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  have  the  21 

honor  and pr i v i l ege o f  honor ing  Mr .  Scot t  22 

Wh i t t i ng .   Each  year  the  C i t y  o f  G len  Cove 23 

chooses  one o f  our  ve terans  to  honor ,  on  bo th  - -  24 

du r ing  our  Memor ia l  Day  Parade  and  Veteran ' s  Day .   25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  10 Full Legislature – 12-17-12 

And Mr .  Scot t  Wh i t t i ng  i s  ou r  honoree fo r  t h is  2 

year  i n  G len  Cove.   And I  wan ted  to  a l so  ho nor  3 

h im he re  i n  the  Coun ty  because  he ' s  one o f  t he  4 

examples  o f  a  l i fe t ime  ach iev ement ,  in  my 5 

op in ion .   No t  on ly  d id  he  se rve  h i s  coun t ry ,  bu t  6 

he 's  someone  who  serves  h i s  commun i t y  so  we l l .   7 

Every  even t  I  go  to ,  I  a lways  no t i ce  the  w i nn ing  8 

fune ra l  home sponsorsh ips .   He 's  very  suppo r t i ve  9 

o f  h is  fam i l y .     10 

 Bas ica l l y ,  wha t  th is  i s ,  i n  t h is  wor ld  11 

today ,  w i th  a l l  the  t ragedy we  see ,  i t ' s  so  good  12 

to  have someone  who is  such a  fami ly  man ,  13 

commun i t y  man ,  and  count ry  man .   I 'm  honore d  to  14 

know you .   We ' re  very  lucky  to  have you.   H e 's  15 

has  many  accomp l ishmen ts  i n  V ie tnam.   He 's  a lso  16 

had - -  you  were  one o f  t he  f i r s t  paracut te r s ,  i f  17 

you want  to  add ress  tha t .    18 

 Bas ica l l y ,  my  reason  fo r  hav ing  you he re  19 

today  is  t o  thank  you fo r  be ing  a  good  exam p le  o f  20 

how good  human nature  can be ,  and we  need t ha t .  21 

 MR.  WHITTING:    I  p robab ly  do n ' t  need the  22 

m ic rophone .    23 

 I  jus t  wou ld  l i ke  to  say  tha t  I ' ve  had  a  24 

l o t  o f  g rea t  honors  in  my l i f e ,  p robab ly  th e  mos t  25 
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impor tan t  one  i s  the  fac t  tha t  I  had  the  2 

oppor tun i t y  to  serve  i n  the  Un i ted  S ta tes  A rmy  3 

Spec ia l  Fo rces  as  a  Green Bere t  med ic  in  V i e tnam.   4 

What  the  Leg is la to r  a l luded to  i s  tha t  I  5 

pa r t i c ipa ted  in  the  f i rs t  combat  a i rbourne 6 

assau l t  by  Spec ia l  Forces .   I  ce r ta in l y  wou ld  7 

l i ke  to ,  and  do  accept  th i s  honor  w i th  hono r  fo r  8 

God and Coun t ry  and fo r  ou r  m i l i ta ry  serv in g  9 

a round  the  wor ld  i n  de fense o f  l iber ty  and 10 

f reedom fo r  a l l  peop le .  11 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    And now le t ' s  12 

g i ve  Leg is la to r  DeRigg i -Wh i t ton  a  chance  to  ge t  13 

back .  14 

 And now we  have  a  po in t  o f  pe rsona l  15 

p r iv i l ege by  Leg is la to r  Dav id  Denenberg .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Thank  you ve ry  17 

much .    18 

 I ’m go ing  to  ca l l  up  commiss i one r  o f  t he  19 

Be l lmore  F i re  Depar tment  and  ex-ch ie f  John C ur ley  20 

and Ch ie f  Danny  Hu l l .   I f  they  wou ld  p lease  come 21 

up  to  the  pod ium.  22 

 I  th ink  a l l  o f  us  - -  a l l  o f  us  know tha t  23 

ou r  vo lun tee r  f i re  depar tmen ts ,  day  in ,  day  ou t  -24 

-  day  in ,  day  ou t  pu t  the i r  l i ves  on  the  l i n e  to  25 
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p ro tec t  us ,  and  there ' s  examp les  th roughout  2 

h i s to ry  where  the  ac t i ons  wh ich  they  took  3 

l i te ra l l y  save l i ves .   But ,  when  I  t e l l  the  s to ry  4 

abou t  what  occu r red  on  November  12 ,  2012 ,  y ou ' l l  5 

see tha t  John  Cur ley ,  h i s  son ,  and  Ch ie f  Hu l l  6 

went  above  and  beyond and were  heroes  and 7 

l i te ra l l y  saved  the  l i ves  o f  comple te  s t ran gers ;  8 

bu t  tha t ' s  what  ou r  f i re  - -  o u r  vo lun tee r  f i re  9 

men and women do  day  i n  and day  ou t .   10 

 On  the  morn ing  o f  November  12 ,  2012,  John 11 

Cur ley  and  h i s  son  John J r .  were  headed to  12 

Connec t i cu t  to  p ick  up  bo i le r s  to  he lp  fe l l o w 13 

Be l lmore  res iden ts  who  needed  bo i l e rs ,  and th i s  14 

i s  a f te r  a  week  and a  ha l f  o f  he lp ing  peop l e  15 

th roughout  the  a f te rma th  o f  Sandy.   As  they  were  16 

l eav ing  they  go t  a  tex t  a le r t  f rom the  Be l l more  17 

F i re  Depar tment  tha t  t he re  was  a  house  f i re  on  18 

Shore  Road .   Knowing  the  depar tmen t  was s t r e tched 19 

th in ,  he  pu t  h i s  t r i p  on  ho ld  and headed  r i gh t  t o  20 

the  loca t i on ;  he  d idn ' t  have  gear ,  he  d idn ' t  have 21 

enough  t ime to  ge t  t o  the  f i r ehouse.   I t  tu rned 22 

ou t  John  was  the  f i r s t  on  the  scene.    23 

 One o f  t he  res iden ts ,  a  61  yea r  o ld ,  sa id  24 

tha t  h is  mother  was ins ide ,  and he  was  t ry i ng  to  25 
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ge t  to  the  w indow by  pu t t i ng  a  s ix  foo t  woo den  2 

l adder  on  top  o f  a  f i ve  and a  ha l f  f oo t  f i l e  3 

cab ine t .   John p laced tha t  l adder  on  the  f i l i ng  4 

cab ine t  tha t  was  nex t  to  the  house ,  c l imbed  up  to  5 

the  second  f l oo r  to  rescue  the  woman.   He b roke 6 

th rough the  w indow,  bu rn ing  h i s  f i nger t i ps .   He 7 

c raw led th rough  the  w indow,  saw the  woman 's  legs  8 

on  the  f loor ,  c raw led  to  her ,  l i f t ed  her  on to  the  9 

bed,  and  then  ca l l ed  ou t  o f  t he  w indow fo r  10 

ass i s tance  f rom the  po l i ce  and  the  f i r e f igh ters  11 

who had jus t  a r r i ved  on  the  scene,  i nc lud in g ,  12 

pa r t i cu la r ly ,  Ch ie f  Hu l l .  13 

 The f i re  a t  t h i s  po in t  was  ro l l i ng  across  14 

the  ce i l ing  and  i t  was  beg inn ing  to  bu rn  Jo hn 's  15 

ea rs ,  and he  rea l i zed  tha t  he  rea l l y  had  to  ac t  16 

qu ick l y .   H i s  two op t ions  - -  one  op t ion  was  to  17 

d rop  the  woman to  the  ground  a t  th is  po in t ,  bu t  18 

tha t  wou ld  have  r i sked  knock ing  over  the  la dder  19 

and h i s  on ly  way  o f  escape ,  o r  he  had to  t r y  to  20 

c l imb down the  l adder  w i th  he r ,  wh i l e  he  wa s  21 

ho ld ing  he r .   She was unconsc ious .   He  pu t  her  on  22 

the  w indow s i l l ,  c l imbed  ove r  he r ,  ga ined a ccess  23 

to  the  l adder ,  and  s ta r ted  c l imb ing  down  th e  24 

l adder  w i th  the  woman.   H is  son,  Ch ie f  Hu l l ,  and  25 
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two Nassau  Coun ty  Po l i ce  Depar tmen t  o f f i cer s  were  2 

now ho ld ing  the  f i le  cab ine t  and  the  l adder  as  3 

John  began  to  descend down the  l adder .  4 

 As  he  was go ing  down ,  th is  o ld  l adder  5 

began to  fa l l  backwards ,  p rompt ing  John to  g rab  6 

the  AC un i t  w i th  the  woman in  h i s  a rms .   Ch ie f  7 

Hu l l  pushed h is  legs  fo rward  to  keep  h is  s t eady  8 

and c l imb h im down.   He go t  down  the  f i l i ng  9 

cab ine t  and passed  the  woman to  h i s  son.  10 

 A t  t he  hosp i ta l ,  John was t rea ted  fo r  11 

deep  lacera t i on  to  h is  l e f t  cheek ,  m inor  12 

l ace ra t i ons  to  h is  l ower  back  and sca lp ,  as  we l l  13 

as  burns  to  h is  f i nger t i ps ,  sca lp ,  and  fo re a rms.   14 

So  he was in ju red  in  sav ing  a  l i fe .   Bu t  i t  sa id  15 

there ' s  a  spec ia l  p lace  in  Heaven fo r  anyon e  who  16 

wou ld  pu t  the i r  l i ves  on  the  l ine  fo r  a  b ro the r .   17 

Bu t  you saved  a  to ta l  s t ranger .   I  t h ink  th e re 's  18 

a  penthouse in  Heaven fo r  you ,  John.  19 

 Bu t  today  you  a re  ge t t ing  a  Good  20 

Samar i tan  Award ,  as  are  you Ch ie f  Hu l l ,  and  your  21 

son,  John.   We ' re  dec la r ing  today  John  Cur l ey  day  22 

i n  Nassau County .   I  t h ink  I  speak  fo r  ever yone 23 

he re  when we  say  you ' re  ou r  he ro .   Unbe l iev ab le  24 

j ob .  25 
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 MR.  CURLEY:    I  jus t  wan t  to  thank  the  2 

l eg i s la to rs  today  fo r  honor in g  Ch ie f  Kur ley  fo r  3 

th is .   He d id  a  g rea t  job ,  he  and h i s  son.   And 4 

thank  you fo r  your  t ime.  5 

 MR.  KURLEY:    Th is  cou ld  go  back  and  6 

fo r th .   I f  i t  wasn ' t  f o r  Danny ,  I  wou ld  pro bab ly  7 

be  i n  the  hosp i ta l  f rom fa l l i ng  back  on  the  8 

debr is  tha t  I  c l ea red.   I  wou ld  have  fa l len  tha t  9 

who le  12  fee t  and had tha t  v i c t im land  on  t op  o f  10 

me .   I t ' s  an  honor  to  do  th i s .   You ' re  t ra i ned  11 

fo r  over  25  yea rs ;  i n  your  w i l des t  d reams,  th i s  12 

wou ld  neve r  had  happened  and  have such  a  po s i t i ve  13 

resu l t ,  ou tcome.   So  I  t hank  you  fo r  honor i ng  me .   14 

I t ' s  my p leasure  to  do  i t .  15 

 Thank you.  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Norma - -  Madame 17 

Pres id ing  Of f i ce r ,  do  you wan t  to  jo in  us?   I  18 

know you  know the  Be l lmore  F i re  Depar tment ,  as  19 

we l l .  20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    A t  t h i s  t ime  21 

Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a  has  asked fo r  a  moment  o f  22 

s i lence.  23 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    I  don ' t  know 24 

tha t  I  wan t  a  moment  o f  s i lence.   I  jus t  wa n t  to  25 
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convey  a  coup le  o f  t h ings .  2 

 A  number  o f  yea rs  ago,  p robab ly  50  yea rs  3 

ago,  my dad,  who  res ided  in  E lmont ,  became a  4 

l oca l  repub l ican  leader ,  and he  me t  a  man th ere  5 

who was on  the  o ther  s ide  o f  t he  a is le ,  a  6 

democra t ,  tha t  eve ryone knew and  respec ted .   My 7 

dad and th is  fe l low deve loped  a  re la t i onsh i p .   8 

And my  dad  used  to  say ,  A l ,  you ' re  f rom Bro ok lyn ,  9 

I 'm f rom Brook lyn ,  we ' re  i n  N assau  County  no w,  10 

you become a  repub l i can .   And  A l  sa id ,  no ,  no ,  11 

I 'm a  democra t  and  I ' l l  a lways  be  a  democra t .   12 

We l l ,  they  s t ruck  up  a  f r i endsh ip ,  regard le ss  o f  13 

the  fac t  t ha t  t hey  were  o f  d i f fe ren t  po l i t i ca l  14 

pa r t ies ,  and  I 'm  speak ing  o f  A l  Samenga 15 

(phone t i c ) ,  a  man f rom E lmont  who everyone k new 16 

and respec ted .   He  was  a  gen t leman .   He was  a  17 

decent ,  hones t ,  good ,  respec t fu l ,  respec ted ,  18 

compass ionate  - -  I  cou ld  go  o n  and  on .   He s erved 19 

us  a l l  i n  th i s  County ,  f i r s t  as  a  judge and  then  20 

I  be l i eve  he  became the  ombudsman and then the  21 

coun ty  a t to rney .   He  recen t l y  passed  away i n  h is  22 

m id-90 's .   We los t  a  g ian t .   I  j us t  th ink  th a t  we 23 

shou ld  acknow ledge  h im,  pu t  h im on  the  reco rd ,  24 

because he  was a  f r i end o f  E lmon t ,  he  was a  25 
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f r iend  o f  Nassau  County ,  a  f r i end o f  Long I s land ,  2 

and rea l l y  a  f r i end o f  t he  c i t i zens .   I t ' s  no t  3 

o f ten  tha t  we  see a  pe rson  who  has  ded ica te d  4 

h imse l f  fo r  h is  en t i re  l i f e  to  pub l i c  se rv i ce ,  5 

and who was equa l l y  reve red on  bo th  s ides  o f  t he  6 

a i s le  by  bo th  repub l icans  and  democra ts .   I  7 

though t  i t  f i t t i ng  tha t  we  ac knowledge  h im.   8 

Perhaps we  shou ld  do  a  moment  o f  s i l ence  o f  A l  9 

Samanga.  10 

 (Whereupon ,  a  moment  o f  s i lence was 11 

taken. )  12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Judy .  13 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    F i r s t  p lace ,  o f  14 

course ,  I  ag ree  w i th  V inny .   A l  Samanga,  fo r  any  15 

o f  us  who knew h im,  leaves  wonder fu l  memor ie s  16 

beh ind .   He rea l l y ,  a  rea l l y  good pe rson .  17 

 The reason  I  asked  fo r  a  moment  o r  two  18 

he re  i s  in  l i gh t  o f  the  t ragedy tha t  occur r ed  on  19 

F r iday ,  everyone  ta l ks ,  obv ious l y ,  about  gu ns ,  20 

and there ' s  no  ques t ion  - -  I 'm  no t  go ing  to  go  21 

i n to  tha t ,  because  enough peop le  have ta lke d  22 

abou t  i t  a l l  weekend .   I  don ' t  know i f  anyo ne has  23 

the  po l i t i ca l  w i l l ,  on  e i the r  s ide  o f  the  a i s le ,  24 

comp le te ly  i n  the  fede ra l  gove rnment  to  mak e  a  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  18 Full Legislature – 12-17-12 

change .   But ,  I  go t ta  te l l  you .   I  t h ink  l i t t l e  2 

by  l i t t l e ,  even  the  smal le r  m un ic ipa l i t i es ,  such  3 

as  count ies ,  such as  us ,  o r  t owns have  to  b e  very  4 

ca re fu l  when  cu ts  a re  made  wha t  we ' re  cu t t i ng .   5 

Because the  majo r  th ing  invo lved  w i th  Fr ida y ,  in  6 

my  m ind,  i s  men ta l  hea l th .  7 

 The bo t tom l i ne  is  - -  and I  j us t  wan t  to  8 

te l l  you  a l l  - -  tha t  con t rac t ua l  serv i ces  fo r  9 

menta l  hea l th  i n  Nassau Coun ty  was  dec rease d  by  10 

3 .9  mi l l ion ,  o r  45 .2  percent  i n  the  2013  bu dge t .   11 

I  jus t  wan t  to  say  someth ing  to  a l l  o f  you .   I 'm  12 

no t  go ing  to  be  over ly  d ramat i c ,  because  I  know 13 

we ' re  a l l  bes ide  ourse lves  w i th  th is .   Bu t  w e 14 

ta lk  about  guns ,  we ta lk  abou t  gun  laws,  an d  a l l  15 

o f  t ha t  shou ld  happen.    16 

 Bu t  menta l  hea l th  - -  very  o f ten  peop le  17 

shy  away  f rom ta lk ing  abou t  i t .   When you r e f l ec t  18 

on  a  cu t  l i ke  th is  o f  45 .2  pe rcent ,  I  wou ld  say  19 

tha t  we,  as  leg i s la to rs ,  shou ld  speak to  the  20 

admin i s t ra t i on .   Tha t ' s  someth ing  tha t  shou ld  be ,  21 

i n  my mind ,  res tored  because  to  g i ve  men ta l  22 

hea l th  serv i ces  to  young  peop le  tha t  even p a rents  23 

recogn ize  need i t ,  very  o f ten  is  a  l o t  o f  m oney 24 

fo r  them.   I f  t hey  a re  on  a  res t r i c ted  budge t ,  25 
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$150  a  sess ion ,  maybe two t imes,  t h ree  t ime s  a  2 

week  i s  beyond the i r  reach .   I t ' s  someth ing  tha t  3 

we ' re  be ing  pennyw ise  and pound foo l i sh  on .  4 

 Obv ious l y ,  anyone who cou ld  ever  do  what  5 

we  saw has  to  be  men ta l l y  i l l .   Bu t  there  a re  6 

s igns  and there  are  s igna ls ,  and  i t ' s  no t  7 

someth ing  to  sh i rk  f rom.   I  be l i eve  i t ' s  a  8 

respons ib i l i t y  t ha t  we  have as  e lec ted  o f f i c ia ls .  9 

 I  know Rose Walker  and  I  a re  very  c lose .   10 

I  know you ' re  the  head  o f  Hea l th  &  Human 11 

Serv ices .   I  rea l l y  th ink  th i s  i s  someth ing ,  i n  a  12 

b ipa r t i san  way,  we  shou ld  see  i f  t he re 's  an y  13 

p lace  w i th in  th i s  budget  tha t  cou ld  res tore  tha t  14 

pa r t  o f  the  budget  to  who le  fo r  2013 .   We c an ' t  15 

fee l  t ha t  we  don ' t  have a  say  in  wha t ' s  go i ng  on ,  16 

and th is  i s  a  p lace ,  I  t h ink ,  tha t  we might  be  17 

ab le  to  make  an  impact ,  even  i f  i t ' s  on l y  18 

l oca l l y .  19 

 Thank you.  20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  21 

Leg is la to r  Jacobs.  22 

 I  th ink  a t  t h is  t ime  we can p roceed w i th  23 

pub l ic  comment .   As  you a l l  know,  we  devote  30  24 

m inu tes  to  pub l i c  comment .   A f te r ,  i f  we  sho u ld  25 
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exceed  the  30  m inu tes ,  t hen we  ask  peop le  t o  be  2 

pa t i en t  and jo in  us  a t  t he  end  o f  the  meet i ng .  3 

 Our  f i rs t  speaker  i s  Joanne Borden .   4 

Joanne  Borden .  5 

 MS.  BORDEN:    Las t  Monday,  December  10 ,  6 

was In te rna t i ona l  Human Righ ts  Day  ce leb ra t ed  7 

wor ldw ide .   Some day  Nassau C oun ty  w i l l  jo in  the  8 

res t  o f  the  c iv i l i zed  wor ld  by  p rov id ing  hu man  9 

r i gh ts  to  i t s  own peop le .   10 

 More  and  more  peop le ,  o rgan iza t i ons  and 11 

re l i g ious  ins t i t u t ions ,  a re  emerg ing  f rom t he  12 

anc ien t  cave rns  o f  ex t reme b igo t ry  and  rea l i ze  13 

t ransgender  peop le  a re  peop le .   God 's  ch i ld ren .   14 

 The Ep iscopa l  Church  recen t l y  jo ined  many 15 

o the r  churches  and  re l ig ious  congregat ions ,  those 16 

who recogn ize  tha t  sc ien t i f i c  know ledge ind i ca tes  17 

the  d i sc r im ina t i on  we su f fe r  i s  fa lse l y  bas ed and 18 

w icked .   The  Ep iscopa l  Church  rev i sed the i r  19 

Canons  based  upon the i r  " i nc reased  unders ta nd ing  20 

and prac t i ce  to  respec t  the  human d ign i t y  o f  21 

t ransgender  peop le " .   The i r  s ta ted  i n ten t  w as to  22 

se rve  God by  lov ing  ou r  ne ighbors  as  ourse l ves .   23 

They  a re  now prac t ic ing  what  re l ig ions  a lwa ys  24 

p reach .   I t ' s  t ime  fo r  you  to  p rac t i ce  what  you 25 
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a lways  p ledge  -  l i be r t y  and j us t ice  fo r  a l l .  2 

 The b igo ts  say  we are  a  vo lun tary  3 

cond i t ion  and  pe rver ted  sexua l ly .   Med ica l  4 

sc ience says  we  are  a  b i r t h  va r ia t ion .   Who  5 

shou ld  you  be l i eve?  6 

 Seventy  pe rcent  o f  New Yorke rs  a re  i n  7 

favo r  o f  t ransgender  equa l  r i gh ts .   Your  8 

cont inued b l i ndness  to  a  pub l i c  in  favor  o f  9 

Amer ican  jus t i ce  fo r  a l l  i s  ha rm ing your  pa r ty ,  10 

no t  he lp ing  i t .   The  peop le  o f  New York  fav o r  11 

t ransgender  r igh ts  - -  equa l  j us t i ce ,  because  they  12 

a re  Amer icans  and equa l i t y  i s  what  Amer i ca  i s  a l l  13 

abou t .  14 

 Th is  l eg is la tu re 's  ma jor i t y  must  i gnore  15 

the  ex t remis ts  and  s ta r t  ac t i ng  acco rd ing  t o  the  16 

d i c ta tes  o f  God  and the  d i c ta tes  o f  Amer ica n  17 

p r inc ip les .   Your  f i sca l  conserva t ism has  n o th ing  18 

to  do  w i th  soc ia l  jus t i ce .   I t  i s  t ime  you o beyed 19 

God 's  ca l l ing  to  l ove  thy  ne ighbor  and  to  d o  the  20 

Amer ican  th ing  by  pass ing  t ransgender  c i v i l  21 

r i gh ts ,  l i ke  a l l  our  ne ighbors  have done .  22 

 There  has  never  been  any  bad  e f fec ts  o f  23 

such  leg is la t ion  i n  the  40  pe rcent  o f  ou r  n a t i on  24 

o r  t he  ove rwhe lm ing ma jo r i t y  o f  ou r  s ta te  w here  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  22 Full Legislature – 12-17-12 

such  laws ex i s t .  2 

 I t  i s  t ime  fo r  you  to  ac t  l i ke  Amer i cans ;  3 

pass  the  l aw .  4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  Ms.  5 

Borden .  6 

 Nex t  speaker  i s  Jason Star r .   Good  7 

a f te rnoon.  8 

 MR.  STARR:    Good a f te rnoon,  Madame 9 

P res id ing  Of f i ce r  and members  o f  t he  County  10 

Leg is la tu re .   My  name is  Jason  S ta r r ,  and I  am an 11 

a t to rney  and  the  execu t i ve  d i rec to r  o f  t he  Nassau 12 

Coun ty  Chapte r  o f  the  New York  C iv i l  L iber t i es  13 

Un ion .   Today  I  address  you on  beha l f  o f  th e  14 

Nassau  County  Un i ted  Red is t r i c t i ng  Coa l i t ion .   15 

The Coa l i t ion  i s  a  non -par t i san  c i v i c  engage ment  16 

i n i t ia t i ve ,  suppor t i ng  an  inc lus ive ,  ba lanc ed,  17 

and fa i r  Nassau  Coun ty  l eg is la t i ve  red is t r i c t i ng  18 

p rocess .  19 

 As  you  know,  the  county  i s  cu r ren t ly  20 

engaged in  the  once in  a  decade task  o f  21 

reorgan iz ing  ou r  l eg is la t i ve  d is t r i c ts  to  r e f l ec t  22 

the  popu la t i on  demograph ics  o f  our  communi t i es .   23 

The process  o f  l eg is la t i ve  red is t r i c t i ng  is  24 

comp l i ca ted ,  even to  the  mos t  po l i t i ca l l y  s avvy .   25 
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Ye t ,  i t  i s  c r i t i ca l l y  impor tan t  tha t  a l l  me mbers  2 

o f  t he  commun i t y  have an  oppor tun i ty  fo r  ro bus t  3 

engagement .   I t  i s  i n  l i gh t  o f  t h i s  unders t and ing  4 

tha t  t he  Coun ty  Char te r  p rov ides  fo r  a  temp ora ry  5 

red i s t r i c t ing  adv i so ry  commi t tee ,  a  suppose d ly  6 

i ndependen t  and  b ipa r t i san  g roup  in tended t o  make 7 

recommenda t ions  based on  the  w i l l  o f  t he  peo p le .  8 

 I ndeed ,  du r ing  the  f i r s t  pub l i c  hear ing  9 

o f  t h i s  Commiss ion ,  Cha i rman  F rances  Marone y  10 

s t ressed  to  the  commiss ioners  tha t  i f  they  "en te r  11 

i n to  these  de l i bera t ions  i n  good  fa i th  w i th  an  12 

open  m ind and  meet ings  open to  the  pub l i c ,  t he  13 

p rocess  w i l l  p rove  i t se l f  wo r thy . "   Un fo r tu nate l y  14 

the  process  has  no t  p roven  i t se l f  wo r thy .  15 

 Th is  fa l l  the  commiss ion  hos ted  a  se r ies  16 

o f  pub l i c  mee t ings  tha t  canno t  be  sa id  to  h ave  17 

p rov ided  a  rea l  robus t  oppor tun i ty  fo r  memb ers  o f  18 

the  commun i t y  to  d ia logue w i th  the  commiss i on  19 

abou t  the  red is t r i c t ing  process .   In  E lmont ,  f o r  20 

example ,  speaker  a f te r  speaker  app roached t he  21 

m ic rophone  w i th  the  same f rus t ra t i on  - -  we d on ' t  22 

know wha t ' s  go ing  on  here ,  we  haven ' t  been 23 

educated  abou t  wha t  th is  p rocess  i s  so  we c an ' t  24 

p rov ide  the  k ind  o f  in fo rmed  dec is ion  mak in g  tha t  25 
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you are  seek ing .   Can someone  p lease  ta l k  t o  me 2 

abou t  what  th is  i s  and  why  i t ' s  impor tan t  t o  me?  3 

 I t  appeared as  though the  commiss ion  4 

fo rgo t  t ha t  pub l ic  engagement  requ i res  pub l i c  5 

educat ion .   And  many  o f  the  commun i t y  g roup s  tha t  6 

a re  a  pa r t  o f  ou r  coa l i t ion  have  a  b luep r in t  f o r  7 

j us t  t ha t  in  some o f  t he  communi t i es  tha t  w e  8 

se rve ;  ye t  none  were  engaged  w i th  the  commi ss ion  9 

to  ass is t  w i th  ou t reach.  10 

 Fu r the r ,  t he  commiss ion  d id  l i t t le  a t  the  11 

hear ings  to  re f l ec t  any  so r t  o f  b ipa r t i san  12 

charac te r ,  open ly  acknow ledg ing  tha t  t he  gr oups  13 

opera tes  as  two  func t i ona l ly  separa te  en t i t i es .   14 

So  we are  le f t  w i th  a  p rocess  tha t  f a i led  t o  15 

honor  the  sp i r i t  o f  the  Char te r ,  and  p ropos a ls  16 

tha t ,  because  o f  t he  fa i lu re  o f  tha t  p roces s ,  17 

cannot  be  sa id  to  re f l ec t  the  rea l i t ies  as  18 

expressed by  the  peop le .   Our  sent imen t  i s  t ha t  19 

the  process  has  been  ne i ther  fa i r  no r  non-20 

pa r t i san ,  and  we  quest ion  the  leg i t imacy  o f  21 

d i s t r i c t s  d rawn  w i thou t  mean ing fu l  pub l i c  i npu t .   22 

 I n  the  absence o f  any  p lans  a t  t h i s  la te  23 

da te ,  ou r  Coa l i t ion  announces  tha t  we w i l l  dev ise  24 

i t s  own proposed  p lans  tha t  w i l l  i ncorpo ra t e  the  25 
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pub l ic  i nput  to  da te  a t  the  commiss ion  hear ings  2 

and w i l l  r e f l ec t  t he  communi t y 's  rev iews  on  th is  3 

impor tan t  red is t r i c t ing  o f  l eg is la t i ve  l ine s  tha t  4 

w i l l  shape  ou r  rep resenta t ive  democracy  in  the  5 

coun ty  fo r  a t  l eas t  the  nex t  t en  yea rs .  6 

 Our  Coa l i t ion  p lan  w i l l  comp ly  w i th  a  7 

number  o f  c r i t i ca l  red is t r i c t i ng  p r inc ip les ,  8 

i nc lud ing :   ensu r ing  one  person,  one  vo te ;  9 

p ro tec t i ng  the  oppor tun i ty  fo r  m inor i t y  10 

commun i t ies  to  par t i c i pa te  i n  the  e lec t i on  11 

p rocess  and e lec t  cand ida tes  o f  cho ice ;  12 

respec t ing  po l i t i ca l  subd iv i s ions  and commu n i t ies  13 

o f  i n te res t ;  and  main ta in ing  compactness  an d  14 

cont igu i ty .    15 

 Our  Coa l i t ion 's  p lan  w i l l  be  submi t ted  to  16 

the  coun ty  l eg i s la tu re  on  or  a round January  5 ,  17 

2013 ,  the  same dead l ine  tha t  t he  tempora ry  18 

commiss ion  has  to  submi t  i t s  p roposed p lan .  19 

 We u rge the  Nassau  County  Leg is la tu re  to  20 

ensu re  pub l i c  d i sc losu re  and  t ransparency  o f  t he  21 

red i s t r i c t ing  p rocess  mov ing  fo rward ,  beg in n ing  22 

i n  January  2013 .   F i rs t ,  p lea se inc lude our  23 

Coa l i t ion  map ,  i n  add i t i on  to  o the r  maps  th a t  may 24 

be  submi t ted  by  members  o f  t he  pub l i c ,  i n  y our  25 
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pub l ic  p rocess  fo r  f o rma l  cons idera t ion .  2 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  th ree  m inutes  have 3 

exp i red ,  s i r .  4 

 MR.  STARR:    Thank  you  very  m uch .  5 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    One moment .   Madame 6 

Cha i r .   Madame Cha i r  Gonsa lves?  Good morn i ng .  7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    So r ry .   8 

Leg is la to r  So lages .   9 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    Mr .  S ta r r ,  t hank  10 

you ve ry  much  fo r  coming  here  today .  11 

 MR.  STARR:    Yes ,  s i r .  12 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    Thank you.   Wou ld  13 

you p lease  be  su re  to  p rov ide  my  o f f i ce  w i t h  a  14 

copy  o f  tha t  repor t  on  o r  abou t  January  5 ,  I  15 

wou ld  t ru l y  app rec ia te  tha t .  16 

 MR.  STARR:    We ' l l  make su re  i t  ge ts  to  17 

everyone .  18 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    Thank you ve ry  19 

much .  20 

 MR.  STARR:    Thank  you  very  much  fo r  you r  21 

t ime .  22 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    The nex t  speaker  23 

i s  Joseph Curc io .  24 

 MR.  CURCIO:    Good  a f te rnoon .  25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Good  a f te rnoon ,  2 

Mr .  Curc io .  3 

 MR.  CURCIO:    I 'm he re  today  as  a  4 

res ident  o f  Nassau ,  as  a  smal l  bus inessman i n  5 

Nassau .   I ' ve  done  bus iness  and res ided in  th i s  6 

Coun ty  s ince  1983.   I  own a  smal l  one-s to ry  7 

commerc ia l  bu i l d ing  a t  501  Sou th  B roadway i n  8 

H icksv i l le .   We  have  been wa i t ing  fo r  ou r  c our t -9 

o rde red tax  re fund  s ince  Sep tember  2011,  wh ich  10 

cove red years  go ing  back  to  2008 .   I t  was  a  11 

subs tan t ia l  reduc t ion  in  our  assessmen t .   A t  t he  12 

t ime  the  j udgmen t  was fo r  $112 ,000 .   Tha t  13 

i nc luded  pas t  re funds  and reduc t ion  o f  14 

assessments  go ing  fo rward .   I f  you  can  reca l l  the  15 

t ime f rame,  we  were  i n  the  tee th  o f  a  recess ion ,  16 

2008 ,  and ou r  bu i l d ing  cou ld  no t  surv i ve .   Our  17 

tenancy  was go ing  down ,  ou r  ren ts  were  go in g  18 

down ,  and ou r  taxes  were  go ing  up  dras t i ca l l y .  19 

 I  pu t  in  the  money  myse l f  to  pay  the  20 

ex t ra  taxes  even  though we  knew they  were  21 

i nco r rec t  and  tha t  assessment s  wou ld  come,  t o  the  22 

po in t  o f  app rox ima te ly  $90 ,000 .   I  go t  t o  t he  23 

po in t  in  my persona l  f inances  where  I  cou ld  no  24 

l onger  do  tha t .   I  wen t  to  my  bank ;  they 've  25 
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vo lun tee red to  con t inue to  pay  the  ove r  2 

assessments  wh i l e  they  wa i ted  fo r  the  re fun d ,  3 

wh i l e  we  both  wa i ted  fo r  t he  re fund.  4 

 I n  Sep tember  2011 we  got  a  j udgmen t  and 5 

the  judgment  read,  t o  the  Coun ty ,  cour t  o rd e red,  6 

tha t  t he  Coun ty  must  immed ia te ly ,  was  the  w ord  7 

used ,  immedia te l y  pay  the  tax  re fund  and  8 

immedia te l y  reduce  the  taxes  go ing  fo rward .   As  9 

we  a l l  know,  tha t  was neve r  done .  10 

 I  am here  as  an  ind i v idua l  and  as  a  smal l  11 

bus iness  owner ,  bu t  I  am te l l i ng  you  I  repr esent  12 

thousands,  t housands  o f  homeowners ,  and 13 

espec ia l l y  smal l  bus iness  owners  tha t  a re  o wed  14 

tens  o f  mi l l i ons  o f  do l l a rs  i n  tax  re funds ,  go ing  15 

back  fou r  to  f i ve  years ,  and  I  wou ld  suspec t  16 

l onger .  17 

 I t  i s  easy  to  say  i t  w i l l  ge t  worked  ou t  18 

one day .   They ' re  owed  in te res t ,  t hey ' l l  ge t  19 

the i r  in te res t .   I t ' s  no t  abou t  tha t .   I t ' s  abou t  20 

hav ing  the  money  now,  when  we  needed  i t .   I t ' s  21 

abou t  cash  f l ow .   I f  anybody ' s  a  sma l l  bus in ess  22 

owner ,  cash f low  i s  more  impor tan t  t han pro f i t  23 

fo r  a  smal l  bus iness .  24 

 My  bank ,  when  they  saw the  re fund no t  25 
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come in  a t  t he  end  o f  2011  and ,  worse  ye t ,  saw 2 

tha t  t he  tax  assessmen t  was no t  co r rec ted  e ven  3 

though  the re  was  a  j udgmen t  o rde r ing  i t ,  so  the  4 

i nco r rec t  taxes  were  s t i l l  be ing  cha rged ,  m y  bank  5 

gave  up .   They  pu t  me in  fo rec losu re .    6 

 I  have  a  bu i l d ing  tha t  i s  fu l l .   My ma jo r  7 

tenant  i s  Mi l l  Neck  Serv ices ,  wh ich  is  a  no t - fo r -8 

p ro f i t  o rgan iza t ion  tha t  works  w i th  the  dea f  and  9 

phys ica l l y  hand icapped .   I f  t h is  bu i ld ing  g oes  10 

th rough in  fo rec losu re ,  there  are  many  more  smal l  11 

bus inesses  tha t  I  have  as  tenants  in  tha t  12 

bu i l d ing ,  as  we l l  as  M i l l  Neck  Serv i ces ,  th a t  13 

ve ry  we l l  cou ld  be  th rown ou t  on  the  s t ree t .  14 

 When  tha t  mor tgage  was  taken  ou t ,  I  15 

s igned  fo r  i t  pe rsona l ly .   So  now the  bank  i s  16 

fo rec los ing  on  me,  wh ich  means  I  can  lose  m y  17 

home.   I t ' s  a  home tha t  co inc identa l l y  was a lso  18 

i nunda ted in  Super  S to rm Sandy .   So r i gh t  n ow 19 

because o f  t he  i nac t ion  or  po l i t i cs  o f  t h is  20 

l eg i s la tu re ,  we  have  one  ind i v idua l  - -  and I  know 21 

there  are  many more  l i ke  me - -  t ha t  s tand to  l ose  22 

the i r  bus inesses  and  the i r  homes ,  and we  ha ve 23 

nowhere  e l se  to  tu rn .   And  I  imp lo re ,  I  imp lore  24 

th is  Leg is la tu re  to  s imp ly  fo l low the  law.  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  30 Full Legislature – 12-17-12 

 There  are  judgments  tha t  were  en te red  2 

l ega l l y  in  a  cou r t  o f  law.   We need you to  make 3 

the  dec i s ions  tha t  a re  necessa ry  to  have  th ose  4 

j udgments  pa id .  5 

 Thank you ve ry  much.  6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  Mr .  7 

Curc io .  8 

 Pa t  Boy le .  9 

 MR.  BOYLE:    H i .   I 'm Pa t  Boy le  f rom 10 

Ga teway Youth  Ou t reach  in  E lmont .   Can  I  in du lge  11 

you w i th  a  shor t  Judge  Samanga  s to ry?  12 

 Twen ty - fou r  yea rs  ago I  came to  Ga teway 13 

Youth  Ou t reach in  January ,  and  Judge  Samang a  was  14 

on  our  boa rd  o f  d i rec tors .   And he  sa id  to  me - -  15 

we  were  hav ing  a  conversa t ion  back  and  fo r t h  16 

abou t  po l i t i cs  and  about  ever y th ing  tha t ' s  g o ing  17 

on .   I  was  new to  Nassau ,  so  I  d idn ' t  rea l l y  know 18 

what  was  go ing  on ,  so  I  went  to  the  guy  who  wou ld  19 

know.   And  we  were  ta l k ing  about  someth ing .   And  20 

I  sa id ,  bu t  Judge,  doesn ' t  i t  make  commonse nse  21 

tha t  po l i t i ca l l y  somebody - -  he  sa id ,  whoa,  whoa ,  22 

s top  r igh t  t here .   S top  r i gh t  there .   He  sa id ,  23 

Pasqua le  - -  he  was  a lways  t ry ing  to  change m e 24 

in to  an  I t a l i an .   He  sa id  Pasqua le ,  commons ense 25 
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and po l i t i cs  do  no t  be long  in  the  same sent ence.   2 

And you know wha t?   I ' ve  rea l l y  learned f rom  3 

tha t .   Tha t  was  probab ly  one  o f  the  most  sa ge 4 

th ings  - -  we l l ,  de f i n i te ly  th e  mos t  sage  he  ever  5 

to ld  me.   Bu t  one o f  t he  mos t  sage  p ieces  o f  6 

adv i ce  tha t  I  ever  go t  was  tha t  po l i t i cs  an d  7 

commonsense a lways  don ' t  go  toge ther .   And tha t ' s  8 

okay .   The re  are  o ther  reasons  fo r  why  th in gs  9 

happens.   Bu t ,  anyway,  i t  was  the  Judge who  le t  10 

me  know tha t .   And ,  as  a  mat te r  o f  f ac t ,  I ' ve  11 

sa id  i t  he re  a  m i l l i on  t imes  be fore ,  t ha t  12 

po l i t i cs  and  commonsense  don ' t  necessa r i l y  go  13 

hand  in  hand .  14 

 What  I  wan ted  to  ta l k  to  you  about  today  15 

was a  coup le  o f  d i f f e ren t  th ings .   One  i s  I 'm 16 

g ra te fu l  f o r  the  oppor tun i ty  tha t  you ' ve  g i ven  us  17 

now to  be  ab le  to  come back  and se rve  some young  18 

peop le  w i th in  ou r  p rog rams .   Gateway  You th  19 

Ou t reach  go t  back  abou t  65  pe rcent  o f  i t s  20 

fund ing .   I 'm go ing  to  open u p  p rograms in  21 

January  fo r  300  more  ch i ld ren .   So  we ' re  go ing  to  22 

have  about  400 young  peop le  who are  go ing  t o  be  23 

se rved  by  ou r  p rog rams ;  I 'm work ing  w i th  th e  24 

super in tenden t  and  o thers  to  make tha t  happ en.   25 
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I 'm gra te fu l  fo r  t ha t .   I  rea l l y  am.   Obv iou s l y ,  2 

I 'm go ing  to  g i ve  you the  second  par t ,  wh ic h  i s  3 

tha t  I  wou ld  rea l l y  l i ke  to  see th is  p rogra m 4 

become who le  aga in  and  serve  800  ch i ld ren  a ga in ,  5 

as  I  wou ld  fo r  a l l  o f  my  o the r  peop le  who w ork  6 

w i th  me as  we l l ,  t oo ,  in  the  o ther  agenc ies  7 

ac ross  Nassau  Coun ty ,  who I 'm  su re  wan t  to  do  the  8 

same th ing  tha t  I  want  to  do .  9 

 An  in te res t i ng  th ing  came up  las t  n igh t .  10 

I f  you  were  watch ing  P res iden t  Obama as  he  spoke  11 

to  the  peop le  i n  Newtown ,  he  kep t  say ing  wh a t  a  12 

t ragedy th is  was  and  maybe  we  haven ' t  done enough 13 

and maybe we  need to  do  more .   I  t h ink  ever ybody  14 

k ind  o f  heard  tha t .   He rea l l y  wan ted to  do  15 

someth ing  e l se .   And  I  kep t  s i t t ing  there  a nd I  16 

kept  wa i t i ng ,  and I  was  wa i t i ng  fo r  what  he  was 17 

go ing  to  do .   I  sa id  i s  i t  go ing  to  be  gun 18 

cont ro l?   A t  leas t  con t ro l  o f  semi -au tomat i c  19 

weapons or  au tomat ic  weapons ;  bu t  he  d idn ' t  say  20 

i t .   And  Judy ,  you  s to le  a  l i t t l e  b i t  - -  I 'm  21 

so r ry  - -  Leg is la to r  Jacobs ,  you s to le  a  l i t t le  22 

b i t  o f  my thunder .   I  ag ree w i th  you .   I  ag ree  23 

w i th  you .   I  th ink  one  o f  the  th ings  tha t  w e  need 24 

to  do  is  t o  i nc rease  men ta l  hea l th  serv i ces  25 
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overa l l  fo r  young peop le .   And  he  d idn ' t  sa y  2 

tha t ,  though ,  and tha t  rea l l y  bo thered  me.   I t  3 

j us t  d idn ' t  come out .   I t  wasn ’ t  t he re .   I t  4 

rea l l y  needed  to  be  sa id  and  i t  jus t  wasn ' t  be ing  5 

sa id .   So I  sa id  to  myse l f ,  I 'm go ing  to  co me 6 

back  and  I 'm  go ing  to  make  su re  tha t  a t  lea s t  on  7 

the  Nassau  Coun ty  leve l  i t  ge ts  sa id ,  and 8 

Leg is la to r  Jacobs sa id  i t .  9 

 We rea l l y  need to  be  ab le  to  f ind  ways  to  10 

be  ab le  to  dea l  w i th  young  peop le  who have th i s  11 

much  anger .    12 

 I 'm k ind  o f  f o r tunate  in  a  sense  tha t  I  13 

ge t  a l l  o f  t he  super in tenden t ' s  suspens ions  f rom 14 

the  Sewanakah  Cent ra l  H igh  Schoo l  D is t r i c t ,  they  15 

ge t  sent  t o  me.   Not  a l l .   I  shou ldn ' t  say  a l l ,  16 

I ' d  be  a  l i t t le  b i t  overwhe lmed.   Bu t  qu i te  a  few 17 

o f  t hem do .   And  these  a re  the  k ids  who do th ings  18 

w i th in  the  schoo l  d i s t r i c t  t ha t  a re  usua l ly  based 19 

somehow in  anger .   You  know,  whe ther  i t ' s  t he i r  20 

escap ing  - -  they  smoke  a  l o t  o f  ree fer ,  they  ge t  21 

caught ,  o r  g ra f f i t i  somewhere  and i t ' s  an  a ngry  22 

k ind  o f  g ra f f i t i ,  o r  wha teve r  e l se  i t  m igh t  be .   23 

I t ' s  based  a  lo t  on  anger .   I t ' s  based  a  lo t  on  24 

be ing  mad.   And  I  wondered  to  myse l f ,  when I  was  25 
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go ing  th rough  th is ,  how many  o f  those who I  2 

b rough t  down  f rom be ing  angry  and be ing  mad  and 3 

he lped  them to  rea l i ze  tha t  t hey  don ' t  have  to  be  4 

angry ,  t ha t  t he re  are  o the r  ways  to  be  ab le  to  5 

dea l  w i th  the i r  i ssues ,  tha t  we can move  a lo ng  6 

and we  can  do  someth ing  toge ther ,  me  and  yo u .   7 

We ' re  go ing  to  do  someth ing .   We ' re  go ing  t o  he lp  8 

each  o ther .   We ' re  go ing  to  ge t  th rough th i s .   I  9 

ca re  about  you and  I 'm  go ing  to  he lp  you  th rough  10 

i t .   I  wonder  how many  o f  those k ids  - -  and  we ' l l  11 

neve r  know.   Bu t  I  wonder  how many  o f  those  k ids  12 

- -  no t  t o  the  ex ten t  t ha t  we saw in  Newtown  - -  13 

bu t  how many  o f  those k ids  j us t  d idn ' t  bu l l y  14 

anothe r  k id ,  o r  how many  o f  t hose k ids  j us t  15 

d idn ' t  ge t  i n to  a  f i gh t  w i th  ano ther  k id ,  o r  how 16 

many  o f  those  k ids  d id  someth ing  tha t  migh t  be  17 

m ino r ,  o r  maybe  there  were  a  coup le  o f  t hem  tha t  18 

were  go ing  to  do  someth ing  rea l l y ,  rea l l y  s tup id  19 

tha t  d idn ' t  do  i t  because we  were  there  to  he lp .   20 

I 'm go ing  to  ask  you  to  th ink  abou t  tha t  a  21 

l i t t le .  22 

 Menta l  hea l th  se rv ices  a re  ve ry  23 

impor tan t .   You th  se rv ices  do  - -  we do  have  a  24 

menta l  hea l th  componen t  to  ou r  you th  serv ic e  as  25 
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we l l ,  too .   We need to  be  ab le  to  rea l i ze  t ha t  we 2 

have  to  be  p roac t i ve .   And  we  migh t  neve r  k now - -  3 

because i t  i s  p reven t ion  - -  w e  m ight  never  k now 4 

who we  saved ,  bu t  we ' l l  know tha t  we  t r i ed  d amn 5 

ha rd  to  do  i t .   So  l e t ' s  t ry  to  see what  we  can 6 

do  about  ge t t ing  the  res t  o f  t h i s  money bac k .   7 

Le t ' s  see wha t  we can do  to  he lp  peop le .  8 

 Thanks .  9 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  Pat .  10 

 Next  speaker  i s  Adam Haber ,  p lease .  11 

 MR.  HABER:    H i .   I 'm Adam Haber .  12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Be fo re  you  beg in ,  13 

Mr .  Haber  - -  14 

 MR.  HABER:    Yes .  15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Have  you  dec la red  16 

yourse l f  as  a  cand ida te?  17 

 MR.  HABER:    I  have no t ,  ye t .  18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    You have  no t .   19 

 MR.  HABER:    I f  I  do  dec la re  - -  20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Bu t  you are  21 

dec la r ing  to  be  a  cand ida te .  22 

 MR.  HABER:    I  am cons ider ing  i t  23 

s t rong ly .  24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Yes .   Ho ld  on .   25 
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Ho ld  on .   Leg is la to r  W ink ,  t h i s  i s  our  po l i cy ,  2 

and I  th ink  I  spoke to  Mr .  Ab rahams regard in g  i t .   3 

Peop le  shou ld  know who  i s  p lann ing  to  be  a  4 

cand ida te ,  and when tha t  i nd i v idua l  comes u p  5 

he re ,  we  shou ld  know.   D isc losure  is  ex t rem e ly  6 

impor tan t .  7 

 MR.  HABER:    Unders tood.  8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  Mr .  9 

Haber .   Okay .   Now you  may  speak .  10 

 MR.  HABER:    I  am on ly  coming  he re  under  11 

a  d i f f e ren t  ha t .   No t  a  po l i t i ca l  ha t .  12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Okay .   I t ' s  a l l  13 

r i gh t .   F ine .  14 

 MR.  HABER:    I 'm  a  board  adv i sor  to  a  15 

char i t y  ca l l ed  A l l  Hands  Vo lun teers ;  I  ment ioned  16 

tha t  b r i e f l y  I  guess  about  a  mon th  ago .   And  17 

we ' re  second  responders  a f te r  t raged ies .   W e 've  18 

been  in  30  pa r t s  o f  the  wor ld ,  30  d i f f e ren t  19 

even ts .   We ' re  i n  the  south  shore  o f  Long I s land  20 

now.   What  I 'm ca l l i ng  to  ask  today  or  t e l l  you  21 

abou t  i s  t ha t  we 've  done  abou t  50  remedia t i o ns  o f  22 

homes.   We muck  ou t  homes.   We ' re  s ta r t i ng  to  do  23 

mo ld  remed ia t ion  a lso ,  f ree  o f  cha rge.   Tha t 's  24 

the  char i t y ' s  char te r .   What  we ' re  l ook ing  fo r  i s  25 
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a  base  o f  ope ra t ions .   We need  a  p lace  to  h ouse 2 

vo lun tee rs ,  a  p lace  hope fu l l y  w i th  cook ing  3 

fac i l i t i es  and showers .   R igh t  now we ' re  a t  the  4 

top  o f  a  chu rch  in  an  open  room and we  on ly  house 5 

abou t  12  workers .   I f  we  had  space  fo r  40  o r  50  6 

peop le ,  we  can do  10  to  20  homes  per  day .   And  we 7 

p lan  on  be ing  he re  fo r  severa l  mon ths .   Eve n  8 

though  as  t ime goes  on ,  mo ld  i s  now an  i ssue  9 

a f te r  the  f i r s t  week .  10 

 What  I  was  go ing  to  ask  Leg is la to r  11 

Scanne l l ,  who  i s  i n  Freepor t ,  i s  we need  he lp  12 

w i th  the  A rmory  in  F reepor t .   I t ' s  ava i l ab l e .   13 

The Sta te  o f  New York  has  con t ro l  o f  i t .   I ' ve  14 

been  work ing  w i th  Mayor  Har tw ick  to  t r y  and  15 

re lease i t  t o  us .   He ' s  ready  to  g ive  i t  to  us  as  16 

a  base  so  he  can  he lp  the  commun i t y .   I  jus t  17 

don ' t  know who to  go  th rough  to  he lp  us  exp ed i te  18 

tha t  p rocess .   So I  was  jus t  p resent ing  tha t  19 

today  and hopefu l l y  we  can  ge t  t ha t  and he l p  the  20 

commun i t y  to  a  g rea ter  ex ten t  than  we are  r i gh t  21 

now.  22 

 So ,  thank  you .  23 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I s  Leg is la to r  24 

Scanne l l  here? 25 
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 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Ac tua l l y  - -  2 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Go  ahead .  3 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Ac tua l l y ,  my  4 

o f f i ce  manager  Rob in  - -  how a re  you,  Mr .  Hab er?  5 

 MR.  HABER:    Good.   Good  to  see you.  6 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Was jus t  7 

ment ion ing  to  me  - -  ac tua l l y ,  the  Armory  s i t s  in  8 

Leg is la t i ve  D is t r i c t  1 .   Bu t  I  work  w i th  9 

Leg is la to r  Scanne l l  and Leg is la to r  Denenberg .   We 10 

a l l  share  Freepor t ,  happ i l y .  11 

 What  Rob in  was jus t  ment ion ing  to  me  was  12 

I  know Z ion  Cathedra l  has  been  - -  Cedarmore ,  13 

th rough i t s  non -pro f i t  corpor a t i on ,  has  been  14 

seek ing  the  same goa l ,  t o  t r y  to  u t i l i ze  th e  15 

bu i l d ing ,  no t  f o r  th is  par t i c u la r  pu rpose.   16 

Obv ious l y ,  t hey  have  had  some obs tac les  in  the  17 

way as  we l l .   Obv ious l y ,  you r  approach  has  been 18 

ve ry  nob le ,  and  we  wou ld  wan t  to  suppor t  th a t .   19 

I f  you  cou ld  le t  my o f f i ce  know as  we l l  as  Dave 's  20 

and Joe ' s ,  I ' d  be  happy to  t r y  to  see i f  we  can 21 

execute  any  par t i cu la r  a r rangement  so  tha t  you  22 

can be  ab le  to  p rov ide  those  serv i ces  to  th ose  in  23 

need .  24 

 MR.  HABER:   I t ' s  a  mass ive  space .   I t ' s  25 
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p robab ly  b ig  enough fo r  bo th  cha r i t i es ,  and  then  2 

some.  3 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     I  cou ld  imag ine .  4 

 MR.  HABER:    We need  s leep ing  5 

a r rangements  fo r  40  to  50  vo lun tee rs .   They  come 6 

and go  eve ry  day ,  a  week  o r  month  a t  a  t ime .   7 

They  have cook ing  fac i l i t i es  the re ,  they  ha ve 8 

showers .    9 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Your  purpose  10 

wou ld  be  tempora ry .  11 

 MR.  HABER:    P robab ly  th ree  t o  fou r  12 

months .  13 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Yeah .   I 'm  sure  14 

we  can  p robab ly  accommodate  and work  someth ing  15 

ou t .   I  th ink  Cedarmore  is  l ook ing  to  u t i l i ze  the  16 

p roper ty  fo r  a  l onger  ex ten t .   Obv ious ly ,  i f  17 

the i r  goa ls  were  pushed back  by  th ree  to  fo u r  18 

months ,  I  don ' t  see  tha t  be ing  a  t remendous  19 

h ind rance,  espec ia l l y  s ince  the  fac t  o f  wha t  20 

you ' re  t ry ing  to  do .   Bu t  I  t h ink  i f  we can  21 

de f in i te ly  f i nd  ou t  the  conversa t i ons  or  f i nd  ou t  22 

some o f  the  th ings  tha t  maybe  the  Mayor  i s  23 

work ing  on  and eventua l l y  work  i t  up  to  the  24 

Assemb lywoman - -  I 'm  sor ry  - -  the  depu ty  spe aker ,  25 
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because obv ious l y  she is  i n teg ra l  in  th i s  p a r t ,  2 

i n  t ry ing  to  ge t  t h i s  po r t ion  done .   We we l come 3 

tha t .   And  we  de f in i te ly  wan t  to  be  ab le  to  4 

accomp l i sh  tha t .   Bu t  I  know Leg is la to rs  5 

Denenberg  and  Scanne l l  wan ted  to  add  on .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  wou ld  jus t  - -  7 

th rough the  Cha i r .  8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  9 

Denenberg .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Mr .  Haber ,  you  11 

were  a t  one o f  t he  d isas te r  re l i e f  workshop s  tha t  12 

I  conduc ted  - -  13 

 MR.  HABER:    Yeah.  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    to  b r i ng  up  th is  15 

i ssue,  bo th  i n  te rms  to  have  the  o rgan iza t i on  t r y  16 

to  he lp  peop le  bu t  a lso  fo r  peop le  to  t r y  t o  ge t  17 

a  loca t i on .  18 

 There  were  seve ra l  peop le  tha t  I  t hought  19 

had fo l l owed  up .   None  o f  those fac i l i t i es  were  20 

b ig  enough ,  o r?  21 

 MR.  HABER:    I  spoke  to  the  pe rson  in  22 

charge  o f  KeySpan.   I  spoke to  a  few  d i f fe r en t  23 

church  l eaders .   I  p robab ly  made  about  60  o r  70  24 

phone ca l l s ,  d i f fe ren t  f ac i l i t ies .   They  o f fe red  25 
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us  space  in  Jer i cho .   The who le  po in t  o f  th e  2 

char i t y  i s  so  tha t  peop le  in  the  communi ty  c an  3 

ac tua l l y  come to  the  s i t e ,  t e l l  us  we have a  4 

p rob lem,  and  tha t ' s  how we  f i nd  ou r  work loa d .   We 5 

need  to  be  near  there .   And a l l  those peop l e ,  to  6 

your  c red i t  - -  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  t ha t  was a  gre a t  7 

workshop  you  ran .   But  t hey  were  t i r e less ly  8 

t r y ing  to  he lp .   The re  i s  no t  a  fac i l i t y  9 

ava i lab le .   Peop le  were  wor r i ed  abou t  l i ab i l i t y .  10 

 The Mayor  o f  Freepor t  has  a  g rea t  space 11 

in  the  rec  cente r ,  bu t  t he  board  chose  no t  t o  le t  12 

i t  be  in  the re .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    What  about  the  14 

Sa lva t ion  Army in  Freepor t?  15 

 MR.  HABER:    We spoke to  them a l ready ,  16 

they  d idn ' t  have  space .   I  me t  w i th  bo th  th e  17 

husband and w i fe  who  run  i t .  18 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .  19 

 MR.  HABER:    I f  you  want  to  l ook  on  the  20 

webs i te ,  hands.o rg ,  l i ke  h -a- n -d -s ,  l i ke  yo u r  21 

hand ,  abou t  who  we  a re  and  wh ere  we come f ro m.   22 

There ' s  no t  cha rge  wha tsoever .   We ' re  a l l  f unded .   23 

We jus t  need  a  p lace  to  lay  ou r  ha t  and max imize  24 

the  amount  o f  good  w i l l  we  can  do .  25 
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 I  was  in  Ha i t i  w i th  them bu i l d ing  2 

schoo ls .   I  was  in  M iss i ss ipp i  a f te r  Kat r ina .   3 

I ' ve  been to  Iowa a f te r  they  had  f lood ing .   I t ' s  4 

a  g rea t ,  g rea t  cha r i ty ,  and the  commun i t y  5 

embraces  i t .   The more  peop le  become aware  o f  i t ,  6 

the  more  peop le  use  i t .   And  they  w i l l  s tay  un t i l  7 

there  is  no  more  work  to  be  done .   But  we n eed  a  8 

p lace  to  l ay  ou r  ha t .   R igh t  now they  are  w ork ing  9 

ou t  o f  a  empty  warehouse  space  above  a  chur ch  in  10 

Long  Beach ,  bu t  no  showers .   They  have  to  b r ing  11 

i n  the  emergency  showers ,  wh ich  works  and 12 

somet imes they  don ' t ,  wh ich  a re  ac ross  the  13 

s t ree t .   They  don ' t  have  a  p lace  to  cook  foo d,  14 

wh ich  is  one  o f  the  th ings  the  cha r i ty  does  fo r  15 

the  vo lun tee rs .  16 

 That  fac i l i t y ,  t he  bes t  p lace  we 've  seen  17 

by  fa r  i s  tha t  F reepor t  Armory ,  and tha t  wo u ld  be  18 

a  wonder fu l  p lace  fo r  us  to  he lp .  19 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you ve ry  20 

much ,  Mr .  Haber .  21 

 MR.  HABER:    Thanks .  22 

 LEGISLATOR SCANNELL:    Thanks ,  Mr .  Haber .   23 

Jus t  congra tu la t ions  to  you on  a l l  t he  hard  work  24 

and ded ica t i on  you  have done .   I  r ea l l y  25 
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apprec ia te  i t .   Thank you.  2 

 MR.  HABER:    You  know,  i t ' s  f un .   You 3 

know,  you t r y  and ou twork  a  23  yea r  o ld  and  you 4 

rea l i ze  how out  o f  shape  you  a re .   I t ' s  a  g rea t  5 

way to  mee t  good  peop le .   And  the  commun i ty  6 

rea l l y  ra l l i es  a round i t ,  so  thanks .  7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  Mr .  8 

Haber .  9 

 Nex t  speaker  i s  Cay Fa t ima .  10 

 MS.  FATIMA:     Good a f te rnoon ,  l ad ies  and 11 

gent lemen o f  the  l eg is la tu re .   F i r s t  t h ing ,  I  12 

want  to  thank  a l l  o f  you  fo r  g iv ing  us  c i t i zens  13 

the  oppor tun i ty  to  speak .   I  wan t  to  f i r s t  14 

address  an  i ssue .   I  have been  coming over  15 

seve ra l  years  w i th  regards  to  the  Roder i ck  16 

Cockerham Bo tan ica l  Peace Garden .   Some o f  you ,  17 

l i ke  Kevan  Abrahams,  i s  fami l i a r ,  and Rober t  18 

T ro iano.  19 

 Over  20  years  i t  t ook  me  to  ge t  the  town  20 

and the  coun ty ,  even  the  S ta te  o f  New York  to  21 

dec ide  who  owned  p roper t y .   I n  2006,  we won  a  22 

g ran t  in  the  Env i ronmenta l  Bond Ac t  to  tu rn  a  23 

dec ima ted area  in to  a  love ly  bo tan ica l  scen e .   24 

Bu t  somehow,  somewhere  i n  the  Coun ty  Depar t men t  25 
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o f  Pub l i c  Works  and Depar tmen t  o f  Pa rks  dec ided 2 

tha t  t h i s  p roper ty  wou ld  no t  be  named Roder i ck  3 

Cockerham Bo tan ica l  Peace Garden .   We d id  n o t  ge t  4 

fund ing  fo r  wha tever  name tha t  t hey  gave  i t ;  we 5 

go t  fund ing  fo r  the  Roder i ck  Cockerham Bota n ica l  6 

Peace Garden .  7 

 My  p rob lem was d i rec ted  to  John Ga l lo ,  8 

who was the  super in tendent  a t  Depar tment  o f  9 

Pub l ic  Works ,  and he  d id  re tu rn  my  ca l l  on  10 

F r iday .   Hope fu l l y  t h i s  w i l l  be  rec t i f ied .   So  I  11 

w i l l  add ress  th i s  aga in  in  January ,  a t  our  f i r s t  12 

l eg i s la t i ve  sess ion  o f  t he  New Year .   I f  i t  i s  13 

no t  re tu rned  to  Roder i ck  Cockerham Botan ica l  14 

Peace Garden ,  th is  wou ld  be  f raud.  15 

 There  have  been  no  expend i tu res  g i ven and 16 

s igned  by  the  l eg i s la tu re  fo r  any th ing  bu t  17 

Roder i ck  Cockerham Botan ica l  Peace  Garden.   So  18 

ou r  lega l  s ta f f ,  Cathe r ine  Marsha l l  &  Assoc ia tes ,  19 

a re  address ing  i t ,  and  we hope  very  soon  th a t  20 

tha t  wou ld  be  addressed.  21 

 Leg is la to r  Ab rahams,  where  a re  we w i th  22 

the  leg i s la t i ve  ord inance amendment  to  the  23 

Consumer  A f fa i r s  Law w i th  rega rds  to  new ho me 24 

bu i l de rs  requ i r i ng  a  l i cense?  25 
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 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Thank  you,  Madame 2 

P res id ing  Of f i ce r .   Thank you ,  Ms.  Fa t ima,  fo r  3 

coming  down today .  4 

 Where  we  s tand w i th  tha t  l eg i s la t i on  i s  5 

exac t l y  where  we  s tood  when we  c locked  i t  i n .  6 

 MS.  FATIMA:    When  was  tha t  t ha t  we 7 

c locked i t  i n?  8 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     We  c locked  i t  in  9 

i n  2010,  and  then we  rec locked  i t  in  a t  the  10 

beg inn ing  o f  th i s  sess ion ,  I  be l ieve .   That  i t em 11 

i s ,  l i ke  a  l o t  o f  i t ems,  i s  wa i t ing  to  be  12 

ca lendared .   I  t h ink  i t  behooves  - -  unders t and ing  13 

how the  process  works ,  i f  we  have an  idea,  14 

mean ing  the  m ino r i ty  s ide  o f  t he  a is le  has  an  15 

i dea ,  as  i t  d id  when  the  repub l i cans  were  i n  the  16 

m ino r i ty ,  i t ' s  up  to  the  majo r i t y  pa r t y  to  17 

ac tua l l y  dec ide ,  ac tua l l y  up  the  p res id ing  18 

o f f i ce r ,  who ,  Madame Pres id ing  O f f i cer  Gons a lves  19 

i s  f a i r l y  new to  th i s  pos i t i on .   Obv ious ly ,  he r  20 

p redecesso r ,  Pe ter  Schmi t t ,  i t  was  up  to  Mr .  21 

Schmi t t ,  a t  t ha t  t ime,  to  ac tua l l y  ca lendar  the  22 

i t em.  23 

 MS.  FATIMA:    I f  I  r emember  co r rec t l y  - -  24 

I  th ink  I  have the  da te  o f  t ha t  leg i s la t ion  25 
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sess ion  when  he  sa id  tha t  he ' s  aware  o f  i t  and  2 

wou ld  be  pu t t ing  i t  fo rward .  3 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Yes .   I t ' s  t he  4 

ac t i on  o f  the  p res id ing  o f f i ce r  to  do  tha t .   Wha t  5 

I  can  do ,  in  fa i rness  to  P res id ing  O f f i cer  6 

Gonsa lves ,  because ,  as  I  sa id  be fo re  I 'm  su re  she 7 

can speak fo r  he rse l f .   We  can  se t  someth in g  up  8 

where  can se t  someth ing  up  where  our  s ta f fs  can 9 

ac tua l l y  mee t  and br ie f  he r  on  the  l eg is la t i on  10 

and i t s  in ten t .   And  then maybe,  i f  i t ' s  11 

poss ib le ,  maybe  we  can  have i t  ca lendared a t  t he  12 

beg inn ing  o f  the  yea r .   Bu t  t ha t ' s  rea l l y  a  13 

dec i s ion  tha t  I  th ink  she wou ld  need  to  mak e  to  14 

be  ab le  to  make  su re  tha t  tha t  ge ts  th rough .  15 

 MS.  FATIMA:    And then  f ina l l y ,  because I  16 

don ' t  want  to  take  up  a l l  o f  you r  t ime ,  the  o the r  17 

consumer  a f fa i r s  i ssue  tha t  I  addressed to  you  18 

the  las t  t ime  I  saw you is  tha t  we  have som eth ing  19 

ca l l ed  j unk  deb t  buyers  who a re  a l lowed to  p lace  20 

su i t s  in  cou r ts  and i t s  a f fec ts  every  d i s t r i c t  21 

he re ,  b ipa r t i san .   And  we don ' t  have  a  cons umer  22 

a f fa i r  requ i rement  fo r  l i censes  fo r  b i l l  23 

co l l ec to rs  o r  c red i t  co l lec to rs  o r  j unk  deb t  24 

buye rs ,  and a lmost  eve ry  coun ty  in  the  na t i on  do  25 
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have  l i cens ing  requ i rements  fo r  these 2 

i nd i v idua ls .   Why Nassau  Coun ty  doesn ' t  jus t  3 

behooves  me because i t  wou ld ,  f i rs t  o f  a l l ,  be  a  4 

revenue oppor tun i t y ,  we need  revenue ,  and i t ' s  t o  5 

p ro tec t ,  espec ia l l y  now wi th  the  f i sca l  i ss ues  o f  6 

a  robo -s ign ing  o f  fo rec losures ,  a  robo -s ign i ng  o f  7 

so -ca l led  c red i t  card  a f f i dav i ts ,  e t ce te ra .   8 

Consumers  need p ro tec t ions  i n  these areas .   Has  9 

anyone  addressed  th i s?   Can any  o f  t he  10 

l eg i s la to rs  speak to  th i s  i ssue,  p lease?  11 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     I  th ink  - -  I  was  12 

j us t  speak ing  to  the  P res id ing  O f f i cer .   I  t h ink  13 

what  we - -  we ' l l  l ook  in to  i t .   Maybe i f  I  c an  14 

have  - -  I ' l l  ass ign  my  ch ie f  o f  s ta f f  and le ad  15 

counse l  to  maybe  se t  someth ing  up  where  we cou ld  16 

p robab ly  ge t  some more  i n fo rma t ion  and  ga th e r  17 

some more  in fo rmat ion ,  and  then maybe se t  18 

someth ing  up  where  we can ac tua l l y  s i t  down  wi th  19 

you so  tha t  wha tever  we f i nd  i t  ac tua l l y  20 

addresses  wha t  you  a re  ac tua l l y  b r ing ing  fo rward  21 

to  us .   Obv ious l y ,  as  - -  Norma 's  ac tua l l y  22 

wh ispe r ing  to  me .   I  t h ink  you ' re  go ing  to  ge t  23 

the  same fee l ing  f rom the i r  s ide ,  and maybe  we ' l l  24 

ac tua l l y  be  ab le  to  come up w i th  someth ing ,  i f  we 25 
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can lega l l y  do  i t ,  and  be  ab le  to  pass  i t .  2 

 MS.  FATIMA:    Okay .   Thank  you .   I  l ook  3 

fo rward  to  see ing  everyone  in  the  New Year .   4 

Happy ho l i days  to  a l l .  5 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     You too .  6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  Ms.  7 

Fa t ima .  8 

 And the  las t  speaker  i s  Dav id  Smi th .  9 

 MR.  SMITH:    H i .   Br ian  Smi th .  10 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Oh ,  I 'm so r ry .  11 

 MR.  SMITH:    Tha t ' s  okay .  12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Guess  what?   13 

Guess  what?   The  lady  d idn ' t  pu t  on  he r  g la sses .  14 

 MR.  SMITH:    Oh ,  tha t ' s  a l l  r i gh t .   I  15 

d idn ' t  p lan  on  speak ing  today .   Maybe i t ' s  16 

f i t t ing  tha t  I 'm  the  l as t  speaker .  17 

 I ' ve  l i s tened  to  a  l o t  o f  ve ry  ser ious  18 

ma t te rs  and have  en joyed  l i s ten ing  to  them.   But  19 

i t  r ea l l y  p ronounced  fo r  me how thank fu l  I  am 20 

tha t  Leg is la to r  Jacobs  and  the  en t i re  leg is la tu re  21 

he re  today  recogn ized Jus t in  a t  the  beg inn i ng  o f  22 

th is  sess ion .   I  won ' t  go  long .   Obv ious ly ,  I 'm 23 

Jus t in 's  fa ther .   I 'm ex t reme ly  p roud o f  h i m .   I  24 

d idn ' t  wan t  to  say  i t  ea r l ie r .   I  th ink  i t ' s  25 
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obv ious .  2 

 One th ing  I  d id  want  to  say  i s  t ha t  one 3 

o f  h is  t ra i t s  t ha t  you  may  have go t ten  a  g l immer  4 

o f  ear l i e r  i s  modesty .   He  suggested  tha t  w hat  he  5 

d id  was no t  as  much e f fo r t  as  i t  r ea l l y  was .   He  6 

spen t  the  be t te r  par t  o f  t h i s  en t i re  ca lend ar  7 

year  work ing  on  th is  p ro jec t ,  a lmost  da i l y .   H is  8 

sa i l  t ook  a  t remendous  amoun t  o f  e f fo r t  and  9 

p repara t ion .   He  wen t  door  to  door  to  loca l  10 

bus inesses ,  t h rough the  be t te r  par t  o f  our  11 

d i s t r i c t ,  and  spen t  h i s  weekends  and  even in g  12 

work ing  on  tha t ,  and  o ther  th ings ,  when o th e r  13 

fo lks  in  h is  age  g roup  were  p lay ing .  14 

 The reason  why I  wan ted to  say  someth ing  15 

abou t  i t  i s  rea l l y  because  I  am ex t remely  16 

g ra te fu l ,  pa r t i cu la r ly  w i th  a l l  tha t  has  go ne on  17 

in  th i s  Coun ty  and  in  th is  count ry ,  in  th is  18 

reg ion ,  over  the  l as t  days ,  bu t  a l so  the  la s t  19 

months .   I 'm  g ra te fu l  fo r  Jus t in ,  and I 'm 20 

g ra te fu l  f o r  wha t  he 's  done and who he  i s .   I ’m 21 

g ra te fu l  t ha t  t h is  boa rd  - -  e xcuse  me,  th is  22 

Leg is la tu re  recogn ized  h im fo r  t ha t .   And I  jus t  23 

want  to  thank  you aga in .  24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Le t  me  say  to  you 25 
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today ' s  sess ion  gave  us  a  gre a t  dea l  o f  food  fo r  2 

though t .   So  I  t hank  you .   I  t hank  you ,  Jus t in .   3 

Keep  up the  good  work .   Because we  a re  a l l  4 

env i ronmen ta l i s t s  on  th i s  body .    5 

 Aga in ,  a  happy ho l iday  to  you  and yours .  6 

  MR.  SMITH:    Thank  you .  7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    A t  t h i s  t ime  8 

there  has  been a  request  f o r  a  - -  what  i s  i t ,  9 

Judy?  10 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Leg is la to r  Fo rd  j us t  11 

sa id  someth ing  wh ich  rea l l y  i s  t rue .   You b o th  12 

have  cap t i va t ing  smi les .   So ,  b ra ins ,  commi tment ,  13 

and a  grea t  smi le ,  you  w i l l  a l l  go  fa r .   Th ank  14 

you.   Thank you  fo r  shar ing  w i th  us .  15 

 MR.  SMITH:    Thank  you .  16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    There  has  been  a  17 

reques t  fo r  a  ten  to  f i f teen  m inute  recess .   I t  18 

i s  now ten  a f te r  two .   Two  twenty - f i ve  back  he re ,  19 

o the rw ise  we  beg in  w i thout  you .  20 

 (Whereupon ,  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re  recessed 21 

a t  2 :10  p .m. )  22 

 (Whereupon ,  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re  23 

reconvened  a t  2 :50  p .m. )  24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    We ' re  go ing  to  25 
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beg in  w i th  the  - -  we  have fou r  emergency  i t ems ,  2 

and I 'm go ing  to  be  look ing  to  the  c le rk  to  pu t  3 

these i t ems on the  f loor .   Bu t  be fore  we  do ,  4 

cou ld  I  - -  I  don ' t  have the  m ino r i ty .   I  nee d 5 

someone to  say  they  w i l l  d ispense w i th  the  6 

read ing  o f  t he  emergency  reso lu t ion .  7 

 Where  are  you?  Judy?  8 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Yes ,  I  d i spense .  9 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Okay .   Thank  you ,  10 

Judy .  11 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    You ' re  w e lcome.  12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Beg in  w i th  the  13 

f i rs t  one,  p lease.  14 

 CLERK MULLER:    So  we ' re  no t  go ing  to  15 

have  a  vo te  on  es tab l i sh ing  the  emergency? 16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    No ,  read  the  17 

o the r  reso lu t ions .    18 

 CLERK MULLER:    Okay .   We hav e  an  19 

emergency ,  wh ich  comes  by  way  o f  a  recommen dat ion  20 

f rom the  admin i s t ra t ion  fo r  t he  adop t ion  o f  a  21 

reso lu t i on  se t t i ng  fo r th  tha t  an  emergency  ex i s t s  22 

fo r  cons idera t i on  o f  and  immed ia te  ac t ion  u pon  23 

C lerk  I t em 720-12,  t he  Emerge ncy  Reso lu t ion  is  24 

278-A-12 .    25 
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 P lease  en ter ta in  a  mot ion  to  vo te  on  2 

es tab l i sh ing  th i s  emergency .  3 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    So  moved .  4 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Second .  5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Moved  by  6 

Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  7 

Kope l .  8 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  pu t t ing  th is  9 

emergency  on  the  f loor  i nd ica te  by  say ing  a ye.  10 

 (Aye . )  11 

 CLERK MULLER:    Ord inance 278-A-2012 ,  an  12 

o rd inance to  amend  Ord inance  Number  241-2012  13 

adop t ing  the  cap i ta l  budge t  fo r  the  year  20 12 fo r  14 

the  Coun ty  o f  Nassau ,  co r respond ing  w i th  the  15 

f i rs t  year  o f  t he  four  yea r  cap i ta l  p lan ,  16 

pu rsuant  to  p rov is ions  o f  Sec t ion  310 o f  th e  17 

Coun ty  Governmen t  Law o f  Nassau Coun ty .  18 

 P lease  en ter ta in  a  mot ion  to  p lace  th i s  19 

be fo re  the  l eg i s la tu re .  20 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     So  moved .  21 

 LEGISLATOR BELESI :    Second.  22 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Moved  by  23 

Leg is la to r  Dunne ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Be les i .  24 

 Now,  who  i s  here  to  speak on  th i s  i t em? 25 
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 MR.  MAY:    We have  Mr .  Ken  Arno ld  to  2 

speak on  these i tems .   I  sa id  these i t ems.   We 3 

haven ' t  ca l l ed  the  second one  ye t .   I  apo lo g ize .  4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Good  a f te rnoon ,  5 

Mr .  Arno ld .  6 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    Good  a f te rnoon .  7 

 Th is  amendment  i s  fo r  ou r  haza rdous waste  8 

response  fund .   I t ' s  $2 .5  mi l l ion  add i t i ona l  9 

fund ing  requ i red  fo r  our  work  tha t  we ' re  do ing  a t  10 

the  homes tha t  were  impacted  by  sewage  over f lows  11 

in  Ba ldw in  and Eas t  Rockaway  and  o ther  fac i l i t ies  12 

tha t  come up  as  we  go th rough  th is  p rocess .  13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Any  comments?   14 

Leg is la to r  Denenberg .  15 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Ken,  my ques t ion  16 

- -  a  coup le  o f  ques t ions .    17 

 Th is  i tem was  no t  pa r t  o f  the  cap i ta l  18 

bond ing  au tho r i za t ion ,  t he  $192 mi l l ion  tha t  we 19 

d id  a  few weeks  ago fo r  d i sas ter  response? 20 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    No .   Tha t  cap i ta l  p ro jec t  21 

was in  tha t  reques t  a l so .   Th i s  i s  add i t ion a l  22 

fund ing  tha t  we ' re  go ing  to  need  fo r  t ha t  s ame 23 

pu rpose.  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  wha t  amount  25 
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was in  the  request  f rom th ree  weeks  ago?  2 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    I  be l i eve  i t  was  one  and  a  3 

ha l f  m i l l i on  do l la rs .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  now we ' re  5 

upp ing  i t  by  2 .5?  6 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    That  i s  co r rec t .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  wh y  i s  the  8 

p roposed  author i za t i on  s ix  m i l l i on ,  to  be  u p  fou r  9 

and a  ha l f  m i l l i on  o r  th ree  and a  ha l f  t o  s i x?  10 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    There  were  p rev ious  11 

p ro jec ts ,  cap i ta l  p ro jec ts  was  au tho r i zed f o r ,  so  12 

th is  i s  add i t iona l  f und ing .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  th e  emergency  14 

fund ing  f rom a  few  weeks  ago  had  one  and  a  ha l f  15 

fo r  respond ing  to  th is  sewage  issue,  and  no w 16 

we ' re  inc reas ing  tha t  by  two  and  a  ha l f ,  bu t  i t ' s  17 

i n  an  i t em tha t  a l ready  ex is ted .  18 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    That  i s  co r rec t .  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Wou ld  tha t  a f fec t  20 

whethe r  i t ' s  an  emergency  or  no t?   I 'm  hop i ng  21 

tha t  - -  we ' re  p lann ing  on  ge t t ing  th is  re imb ursed 22 

f rom FEMA,  r i gh t?  23 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    That  i s  co r rec t .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    By  add ing  to  an  25 
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i t em tha t  was  ex is t i ng  be fore  the  emergency  2 

bond ing  tha t  we  d id  a  few weeks  ago.   That  3 

wou ldn ' t  a f fec t  us?  4 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    No .   We ' re  cod ing  a l l  ou r  5 

Sandy emergenc ies  as  a  separa te  sub-desc r ip t ion  6 

to  t rack  i t  a l l  separa te ly ,  even  though we ' re  7 

us ing  ex is t i ng  cap i ta l  p ro jec ts  fo r  many  o f  these 8 

work  i tems ,  i nc lud ing  th is  one .  9 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   So i f  I 'm  10 

ge t t ing  th is  r i gh t  now,  th ree  weeks  ago,  an d  we 11 

were  very  concerned abou t  the  areas  tha t  yo u  12 

ment ioned,  l i ke  Ba ldwin  and East  Rockaway,  so  we  13 

cou ld  he lp  c lean  ou t  even pr i va te  homes,  as  need  14 

be .   We had one  and a  ha l f .   Now we have  tw o  and  15 

a  ha l f .   Tha t  wou ld  be  fou r .   The reason  wh y  i t  16 

reads  s i x  i s  the re  was  a  p ro jec t  t ha t  a l rea dy  had 17 

two mi l l ion  tha t  we 've  been add ing  to .  18 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    Yeah .   The re  we re  o ld  19 

au thor iza t ions  tha t  ex is ted  on  th i s  cap i ta l  20 

p ro jec t .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bu t  we  be l ieve  - -  22 

so  why  does  i t  say  th i s  i s  amend ing  the  cap i ta l  23 

budget  f rom 147  to  149?  Tha t ' s  no t  the  - -  t ha t  24 

was no t  the  i n f ras t ruc tu re  d i sas te r  re l i e f  25 
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bond ing  o f  192,  was i t ?   I 'm  ge t t i ng  con fus ed as  2 

to  whe ther  we ' re  add ing  money  to  wha t  we  3 

au thor ized  as  emergency  in f ras t ruc tu re  bond ing  4 

ve rsus  the  regu lar  cap i ta l  budge t  fo r  2012.   Th i s  5 

says  we ' re  amend ing  the  cap i ta l  budget ,  no t  tha t  6 

FEMA request .  7 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    We l l ,  the  Sandy  reques t  was 8 

i n  the  regu la r  genera l  cap i ta l  budge t .   I t  wasn ' t  9 

separa te .   I t  a l l  ro l l s  up  i n to  one b ig  10 

au thor iza t ion  a t  t he  end .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I t  cou ldn ' t  be .   12 

The Sandy reques t  was 192.   Our  regu la r  bud get  13 

was 147.   We ' re  add ing  two  and  a  ha l f  to  th e  14 

cap i ta l  budge t .  15 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    That  Sandy  request  a lso  16 

i nc luded  SSW.   I  be l ieve  i f  you  separa te  th e  SSW 17 

ou t .  18 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  jus t  wan t  to  19 

make  sure  we ' re  do ing  i t  r igh t .   Obv ious ly ,  th is  20 

i s  someth ing  we  need  to  do  and  we have  to  do  i t .   21 

Bu t  I  don ' t  wan t  i t  no t  to  be  pa r t  o f  ou r  22 

app l ica t ion  fo r  FEMA money .   I 'm  jus t  ques t i on ing  23 

i f  we ' re  add ing  the  money to  the  regu lar  ca p i ta l  24 

budget  as  opposed to  the  192  FEMA reques t ,  t ha t  25 
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maybe we ' re  no t  do ing  th is  co r rec t ly .   That ' s  a l l  2 

I 'm wor r ied  abou t .  3 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    Unders tood .  4 

 The FEMA reques t ,  the  192 was  in  two  5 

p ieces ;  i t  was  i n  SSW and was  in  genera l .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .  7 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    Th is  one  w i l l  be  app l i ed  8 

j us t  t o  the  genera l  reques t ,  upp ing  tha t  9 

au thor iza t ion  wh ich  is  I  t h in k  where  the  149  10 

comes f rom.  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   So then  12 

the  60  o r  a lmos t  60  was SSW? 13 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    Yes .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And th is  wou ldn ' t  15 

be  SSW because we ' re  no t  do ing  any th ing  fo r  the  16 

sewage  t rea tmen t  p lan t ,  we ' re  f i x i ng  someth i ng  17 

ou t  in  the  s t ree ts?  18 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    We debated  tha t  back  and  19 

fo r th .  20 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .  21 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    The r i gh t  cap i ta l  p ro jec t  22 

was in  the  genera l  cap i ta l  p lan ,  t ha t ' s  why  we  23 

used  th i s  cap i ta l  p ro jec t  fo r  th is  response .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   Aga in ,  my  25 
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on ly  concern  is  tha t  s ince  i t  i s  d isas te r  2 

response ,  tha t  I  wan t  us  to  be  ab le  to  qua l i f y  3 

fo r  the  max imum,  wh ich  I 'm  su re  you do .   I  was  4 

j us t  wonder ing  why  i t  seemed  to  be  go ing  to  5 

cap i ta l  budge t  as  opposed to  the  Sandy  resp onse 6 

budget .  7 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    And we 've  worked  w i th  the  8 

compt ro l le r  and  OMB to  se t  up  a  spec ia l  cod e  so  9 

a l l  o f  t h i s  i s  t racked  spec ia l l y  f rom ou r  r egu la r  10 

accoun t ing .   The re  w i l l  be  ded ica ted  summar ies  11 

fo r  th is .  12 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Thank  you,  Mr .  13 

A rno ld .  14 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  15 

Scanne l l .  16 

 LEGISLATOR SCANNELL:    Wha t  spec i f i ca l l y  17 

- -  t e l l  me  exac t ly ,  spec i f i ca l l y  - -  I  know we 18 

went  f rom 1 .1  up  to  what?   Wha t  was the  19 

add i t i ona l  i nc rease?  20 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    We ' re  inc reas ing  the  21 

cap i ta l  p ro jec t  by  $2 .5  mi l l i on .  22 

 LEGISLATOR SCANNELL:    Okay .   Ken,  wha t  23 

spec i f i ca l l y  i s  the  coun ty  go ing  to  be  do in g  w i th  24 

tha t  ex t ra  money?  25 
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 MR.  ARNOLD:    I t ' s  t o  ad jus t  t he  number  2 

o f  homes  tha t  a re  reach ing  ou t  t o  us .   3 

Conversa t i ons  abou t  ex te r io r  o f  some p roper t ies  4 

and a l so  c raw l  spaces  o f  p roper t ies .  5 

 LEGISLATOR SCANNELL:    So  fo r  demo l i t i on ,  6 

o r?  7 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    Fo r  d i s in fec t i on ,  remova l  8 

work  tha t  we ' re  do ing .  9 

 LEGISLATOR SCANNELL:    So  i t  con t i nues  to  10 

be  remova l  and demol i t ion  work?  11 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    Yes .  12 

 LEGISLATOR SCANNELL:    Okay .   Thanks .  13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Any  o the r  14 

comments  f rom the  leg i s la to rs?  15 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   16 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  17 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   18 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  th is  i t em ind i ca te  19 

by  say ing  aye .  20 

 (Aye . )  21 

 Any  opposed?  22 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   23 

 The i t em car r ies  unan imous ly .  24 

 Second  emergency .  25 
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 CLERK MULLER:    The second  emergency  2 

comes by  way  o f  the  recommenda t ion  f rom the  3 

admin i s t ra t i on  fo r  a  reso lu t i on  se t t ing  fo r t h  4 

tha t  an  emergency  ex is ts  fo r  cons ide ra t i on  o f  and 5 

immedia te  ac t ion  upon C lerk  I t em 721-12.  6 

 P lease  en ter ta in  a  mot ion  to  es tab l i sh  7 

th is  emergency .  8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    A l l  t hose in  9 

favo r  o f  es tab l i sh ing  the  emergency  ind i ca t e  by  10 

say ing  aye .  11 

 (Aye . )  12 

 Any  opposed?  13 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   14 

 The emergency  i s  es tab l i shed .  15 

 CLERK MULLER:    Ord inance 278-B-2012 ,  a  16 

bond  o rd inance p rov id ing  fo r  cap i ta l  expend i tu re  17 

to  f inance  the  cap i ta l  p ro jec t  spec i f i ed  he re in  18 

w i th in  the  Coun ty  o f  Nassau,  au tho r i z ing  $2 . 5  19 

m i l l ion  o f  bonds  o f  the  Coun ty  o f  Nassau  to  20 

f i nance sa id  expend i tu re ,  and  mak ing  cer ta i n  21 

de te rm inat ions  pursuan t  to  the  S ta te  22 

Env i ronmen ta l  Qua l i t y  Rev iew Act ,  pu rsuant  to  the  23 

Loca l  F inance  Law o f  New York ,  and  the  Coun ty  24 

Government  Law o f  Nassau  Coun ty .  25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Mo t ion ,  p lease?  2 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    So moved.  3 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Second .  4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Moved  by  5 

Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a ,  seconded by  Leg is la t o r  6 

N ico le l l o .  7 

 And we  have Mr .  Arno ld  aga in .  8 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    Th is  i s  the  bond  o rd inance  9 

tha t  wen t  a long  w i th  the  budge t  reques t  tha t  was  10 

jus t  app roved  by  the  l eg is la tu re .  11 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Any  o the r  12 

ques t ions  regard ing  th is  bond  ord inance?  13 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   14 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  15 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   16 

 There  be ing  none ,  a l l  those in  favor  17 

s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye.  18 

 (Aye . )  19 

 Any  opposed?  20 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   21 

 The mo t ion  ca r r i es  unan imous ly .  22 

 CLERK MULLER:    We have an  emergency  tha t  23 

comes by  way  o f  the  recommenda t ion  f rom the  24 

admin i s t ra t i on  fo r  t he  adopt i on  o f  a  reso lu t ion  25 
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se t t ing  fo r th  tha t  an  emergency  ex is ts  fo r  2 

cons idera t ion  o f  and  immed ia te  ac t ion  upon C le rk  3 

I t em 724-2012.  4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Mo t ion ,  p lease?  5 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    So moved .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Second.  7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Moved  by  8 

Leg is la to r  Wa lke r ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  D unne.  9 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  es tab l i sh ing  the  10 

emergency  s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye.  11 

 (Aye . )  12 

 Any  opposed?  13 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   14 

 The emergency  i s  es tab l i shed .  15 

 CLERK MULLER:    Ord inance 278-C-2012 ,  an  16 

o rd inance f i x ing  the  tax  ra tes  and  levy ing  taxes  17 

fo r  the  12  month  f i sca l  year  beg inn ing  Janu ary  1 ,  18 

2013  and  end ing  December  31 ,  2013,  upon tax ab le  19 

p roper t i es  w i th in  the  towns and c i t i es  o f  t he  20 

Coun ty  o f  Nassau  fo r  t he  coun ty ,  County  F i r e  21 

P reven t ion  Safe ty  and Communi ca t ion  Educat io n  22 

Fund ,  Coun ty  Po l ice  Headquar te rs ,  Coun ty  Po l ice  23 

D is t r i c t ,  Nassau  County  Commun i t y  Co l l ege,  County  24 

Env i ronmen ta l  Bond  Fund,  Nassau Coun ty  Sewe r  and  25 
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S torm Wate r  Resource  D is t r i c t ,  and  fo r  t he  2 

a fo remen t ioned 2013 f i sca l  yea r  fo r  town ,  t own  3 

h ighway,  town  genera l  fund ,  t own  genera l  fu nd,  4 

pa r t  t own,  town  spec ia l  d i s t r i c t ,  unpa id  wa ter  5 

charges  and a r rears ,  t own s ide  curb  assessm ents  6 

and o the r  law fu l  purposes ,  and  a l l oca t ing  7 

revenues  f rom ce r ta in  sa les  taxes  imposed i n  the  8 

Coun ty  o f  Nassau  outs ide  the  C i t y  o f  Long Be ach 9 

and de te rm in ing  the  equa l i za t i on  ra tes  i n  10 

re la t i on  the re to ,  and au thor i z ing  and d i rec t ing  11 

the  coun ty  execu t i ve  and  the  c le rk  o f  the  N assau  12 

Coun ty  Leg is la tu re  to  execute  separa te  tax  13 

war ran ts  add ressed  to  the  rece ip t  o f  t axes  o f  14 

o the r  towns and  c i t i es  w i th in  the  Coun ty  o f  15 

Nassau  fo r  t he  co l lec t ion  o f  t he  severa l  su ms 16 

ment ioned he re in ,  pu rsuant  to  the  prov is ion s  o f  17 

the  Coun ty  Governmen t  Law o f  Nassau Coun ty  and  18 

the  Nassau  Coun ty  Admin i s t ra t i ve  Code,  the  Rea l  19 

P roper ty  Tax  Law o f  the  Sta te  o f  New York ,  t he  20 

Coun ty  Law,  the  Loca l  F inance  Law,  the  Tax  Law,  21 

the  Town Law,  and the  Educat iona l  Law in  th e  22 

S ta te  o f  New York ,  and  Chapte r  14  o f  t he  la ws o f  23 

1995 .  24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Mo t ion ,  p lease?  25 
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 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    So moved.  2 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Second .  3 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Moved  by  4 

Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a ,  seconded by  Leg is la t o r  5 

N ico le l l o .  6 

 And,  we have?  7 

 MR.  MAY:    I 'm sor ry .   I  d idn ' t  ca tch  8 

tha t .   Can  I  hea r  i t  aga in ,  p lease?  9 

 We have Mr .  Dan  Va len t ino .  10 

 MR.  VALENTINO:    Th i s  i t em i s  p roceed ing  11 

by  emergency  because  we were  l a te  in  rece iv ing  12 

the  budgets  fo r  the  Town o f  Oys ter  Bay  and the  13 

Town o f  Nor th  Hempstead.  14 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Any  ques t ions  15 

f rom the  l eg i s la to rs?  16 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   17 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  18 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   19 

 There  be ing  none ,  a l l  those in  favor  o f  20 

th is  i tem s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye.  21 

 (Aye . )  22 

 Any  opposed?  23 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   24 

 The i t em car r ies  unan imous ly .  25 
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 CLERK MULLER:    The f i na l  emergency  comes 2 

by  way  o f  the  admin i s t ra t i on  fo r  t he  adopt io n  o f  3 

a  reso lu t i on  se t t i ng  fo r th  tha t  an  emergenc y  4 

ex is ts  fo r  cons ide ra t i on  o f  and immedia te  a c t i on  5 

upon  C le rk  I t em 722-12 .  6 

 P lease  en ter ta in  a  mot ion  to  es tab l i sh  7 

th is  emergency .  8 

 LEGISLATOR BELESI :    So  moved .  9 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    Second.  10 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Moved  by  11 

Leg is la to r  Be les i ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  B ecker .  12 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  es tab l i sh ing  the  13 

emergency  s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye.  14 

 (Aye . )  15 

 Any  opposed?  16 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   17 

 The emergency  i s  es tab l i shed .  18 

 CLERK MULLER:    Reso lu t i on  227-A-2012,  a  19 

reso lu t i on  au tho r i z ing  the  county  to  imp lem ent  a  20 

p rog ram o f  p ro jec ts  funded  by  the  Sta te  Mas s  21 

T ranspor ta t i on  Cap i ta l  P rogram,  and to  adva nce  22 

such  funds  requ i red  to  be  advanced  by  the  c oun ty  23 

and the  Sta te  o f  New York  to  imp lement  such  24 

p rog ram,  and  to  au thor ize  the  coun ty  execut i ve  to  25 
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execute  any  and  a l l  ag reemen ts  and  any  o the r  2 

documenta t ion  necessary  to  imp lement  the  pr ogram.  3 

 P lease  en ter ta in  a  mot ion  to  p lace  th i s  4 

ma t te r  be fore  the  leg i s la tu re .  5 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     So  moved .  6 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Second.  7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Moved  by  8 

Leg is la to r  Dunne ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Wa lke r .  9 

 And?  10 

 MR.  MAY:    We have  Mr .  M ike  Ke l l y  f rom 11 

Rea l  Es ta te .  12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Good  a f te rnoon ,  13 

Mr .  Ke l l y .  14 

 MR.  KELLY:    Good a f te rnoon.   M ichae l  15 

Ke l l y ,  Ac t ing  D i rec tor ,  Nassau  County  Depar tment  16 

o f  Pub l i c  Works ,  D iv is ion  o f  Rea l  Es ta te  17 

Serv ices .  18 

 I t em 722-12 is  to  au thor ize  t he  coun ty  19 

execut ive  to  execu te  an  ag reemen t  w i th  New York  20 

S ta te  Depar tmen t  o f  Transpor ta t i on ,  the  pur pose 21 

o f  wh ich  i s  t o  rece ive  re imbursement  o f  the  22 

s ta te ' s  ten  percen t  ma tch  toward  the  county ' s  23 

fede ra l  g ran ts  fo r  t rans i t  pu rposes .  24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Any  ques t ions  o f  25 
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Mr .  Ke l l y?  2 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   3 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  4 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   5 

 There  be ing  none ,  a l l  those in  favor  o f  6 

th is  i tem s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye.  7 

 (Aye . )  8 

 Any  opposed?  9 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   10 

 The i t em car r ies  unan imous ly .  11 

 MR.  KELLY:    Thank  you  very  much .  12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    That  conc ludes  13 

the  emergenc ies .  14 

 We have two p rocedura l  reso lu t ions ,  the  15 

f i rs t  be ing  the  2013  mee t ing  ca lendar .  16 

 Mo t ion ,  p lease?  17 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     So  moved .  18 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  19 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Moved  by  20 

Leg is la to r  Dunne ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  21 

Muscare l la .  22 

 Any  comments  regard ing  the  mee t ing  23 

ca lendar  f rom the  leg i s la to rs ?  24 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   25 
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 You a l l  had an  oppor tun i ty  to  see i t ,  2 

r i gh t?   You ' re  okay?    3 

 I  wou ld  ask  fo r  pub l ic  comment ,  i f  t he re  4 

be  any .   I f  no t ,  a l l  t hose  in  favo r  o f  t he  2013 5 

meet ing  ca lendar  s ign i fy  by  say ing  aye .  6 

 (Aye . )  7 

 Any  opposed?  8 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   9 

 Okay .   The  2013  meet ing  ca lendar  i s  se t ,  10 

and the  mo t ion  car r i es  unan imous ly .  11 

 The second  p rocedura l  reso lu t i on  i s  12 

Locus t  Va l ley  Cemete ry  Assoc ia t i on  pub l i ca t i ons .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     So  moved .  14 

 LEGISLATOR BELESI :    Second.  15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Moved  by  16 

Leg is la to r  Dunne ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Be les i .  17 

 Any  comments  f rom the  leg i s la to rs  18 

rega rd ing  th i s  i tem? 19 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   20 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  21 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   22 

 There  be ing  none ,  a l l  those in  favor  o f  23 

th is  p rocedura l  reso lu t i on  s ign i fy  by  say in g  aye .  24 

 (Aye . )  25 
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 Any  opposed?  2 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   3 

 The i t em car r ies  unan imous ly .  4 

 Now we ' re  go ing  to  go  th rough  the  consen t  5 

ca lendar  be fo re  we  go th rough  the  non-conse n t .  6 

 Mr .  Mu l l e r ,  do  you  have a  copy  o f  the  7 

consen t  i t ems? 8 

 CLERK MULLER:    I  do  no t  have  a  copy  o f  9 

the  consen t  ca lendar .  10 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I 'm go ing  to  read 11 

them in to  the  reco rd  then.  12 

 Consen t  ca lendar :   I tem 2 ,  I t em 3 ,  4 ,  5 ,  13 

7 ,  8 ,  9 ,  10 ,  11 ,  12 ,  13 ,  14 ,  15 ,  16 ,  17 ,  18 ,  19 ,  14 

20 ,  21 ,  22 ,  23 ,  24 ,  25 ,  26 ,  27 ,  28  - -  29  is  no t  15 

pa r t  o f  tha t  consent  ca lendar  - -  30 ,  31 ,  32 ,  33 ,  16 

34 ,  35 ,  36 ,  37 ,  38 ,  39 ,  40 ,  41 ,  42 ,  43 ,  44 ,  45 ,  17 

46 ,  47 ,  48 ,  49 ,  50 ,  51 ,  52 ,  53 .  18 

 Mo t ion ,  p lease?  19 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     So  moved .  20 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Second .  21 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Moved  by  22 

Leg is la to r  Dunne ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Ko pe l .  23 

 Any  comments  regard ing  th i s?  24 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   25 
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 Any  pub l ic  comment?  2 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   3 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  those i t ems s ign i f y  4 

by  say ing  aye .  5 

 (Aye . )  6 

 Any  opposed?  7 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   8 

 The i t ems ca r ry  unan imous ly .  9 

 Now,  to  the  o the r  i t ems tha t  were  no t  10 

pa r t  o f  the  consen t  ca lendar ,  wh ich  is  I tem  11 

Number  1 ,  wh ich  is  t he  - -  th i s  i s  the  f i rs t  i t em 12 

on  the  agenda ,  wh ich  i s  I t em 687  - -  C le rk  I t em 13 

687,  a  bond o rd inance in  the  amoun t  o f  14 

$165 ,240 ,000  to  f i nance the  paymen t  o f  15 

se t t lements  and  judgments  re la t i ng  to  tax  16 

ce r t io ra r i  p roceed ings .   The  Loca l  F inance Law 17 

requ i res  th i s  i t em to  be  approved by  a  13  v o te  18 

super  ma jo r i t y  o f  th is  body ,  and  the re fo re  w i l l  19 

requ i re  the  suppor t  o f  bo th  r epub l icans  and  20 

democra ts  i f  i t  i s  t o  pass .  21 

 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 22 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     So  moved .  23 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Second .  24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Moved  by  25 
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Leg is la to r  Dunne ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Ko pe l .  2 

 Be fo re  we cons ider  th i s  i t em,  I  wou ld  3 

l i ke  to  inco rpo ra te  by  re fe rence  the  tes t im ony  4 

f rom the  Fu l l  Leg is la t i ve  Sess ion  he ld  on  5 

November  19 ,  and  in  the  Ru les  Commi t tee  he l d  on  6 

November  3 .    7 

 (Whereupon ,  the  fo l l ow ing  are  the  minu tes  8 

o f  t he  November  19 ,  2012  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re  m eet ing  9 

pe r ta in ing  to  C lerk  I t em 687- 12. )  10 
 11 

      CLERK MULLER:  Yes.  Emergency 16-2012, it's an 12 

emergency by way of recommendation from the adminis tration 13 

for the adoption of a resolution setting forth that  an 14 

emergency exists for the consideration of immediate  action 15 

upon Clerk Item 687-12.  Emergency Resolution 16-20 12, an 16 

immediate resolution declaring an emergency for imm ediate 17 

action upon a bond ordinance making certain determi nations 18 

pursuant to the State Environmental Quality Review Act 19 

providing for a capital expenditure to finance the payment 20 

of certain judgments, compromise and settle claims 21 

resulting from court orders on proceedings brought pursuant 22 

to Article 7 of the Real Property Tax Law determina tions of 23 

the Nassau County Assessment Review Commission purs uant to 24 

the Section 523-B of Article 5 of the Real Property  Tax Law 25 

and Judgments compromise and settle claims or award s or 26 
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sums pursuant to Title 3 of Article 5 of the Real P roperty 2 

Tax Law and authorizing bonds of the County of Nass au 3 

defined said expenditure not to exceed $165,240,000  4 

pursuant to the Local Finance Law of New York and t he 5 

County Government Law of Nassau County.   6 

A statement before we move on the emergency.  7 

First of all, this emergency requires bipartisan su pport of 8 

both Republicans and Democrats if it's ever going t o make 9 

it to the floor for consideration at this legislati ve 10 

session.   11 

This item as state stated by the clerk 12 

authorizes us to borrow $165 million to finance the  payment 13 

of tax refunds Nassau County owes to many of its re sidents 14 

and businesses.  This item is indeed and emergency.    15 

We have all seen the devastation caused by 16 

Super Storm Sandy followed up by the nor'easter.  W e have 17 

all seen the damage caused to our homes and our sma ll 18 

businesses.  We have all felt the impact on our liv es, 19 

economically and otherwise of a prolonged power out age and 20 

gas shortage.  Many of our small businesses couldn' t open 21 

their doors for days, some will never open their do ors 22 

again.   23 

Through it all, Nassau County, under the 24 

leadership of County Executive Ed Mangano, has exte nded 25 
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every reasonable resource at its disposal to assist  in the 2 

recovery effort from this historic storm.   3 

We have before us today that would all this 4 

county to pay out millions of dollars in tax refund s owed 5 

to many of our residents and businesses at a time w hen they 6 

need it most.  This money is far better in their ha nds than 7 

it is in ours.   8 

Another benefit we must consider is that the 9 

financing of these three funds at this time, which serve to 10 

boost Nassau County's emergency reserve funds, and free up 11 

much needed resources to aid us in our recovery eff orts 12 

and, heaven forbid, react to future emergencies.  13 

We have been informed that FEMA aid would 14 

take the form of reimbursements for funds expended.   In 15 

other words, Nassau County must advance the require d funds 16 

to address emergency situations and seek reimbursem ent from 17 

the federal government.   18 

By building back our reserve funds, Nassau 19 

County would be in a far stronger position to addre ss its 20 

emergency needs in Sandy's aftermath.   21 

We have all read the comments of minority 22 

leader in Newsday characterizing this action as sha meless.  23 

I would say it would be shameless for this body to refuse 24 

to do everything in its power to help as many peopl e and 25 

businesses as we can.   26 
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I urge me democratic colleagues to support 2 

not only this emergency resolution, but the entire 3 

borrowing request.  And I know you would like to ma ke a 4 

comment.   5 

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  Thank you, Presiding 6 

Officer Gonsalves.  I think the minority has made t heir 7 

position very clear.  Number one, in the aftermath of Super 8 

Storm Sandy, those that have lost their worldly 9 

possessions, those who have lost relatives due to t his 10 

tremendous tremendous storm, we will continue to gr ieve and 11 

share our prayers with them.   12 

However, we do believe it to be shameless 13 

when the county executive chooses to use this storm  for an 14 

initiative that he has presented to this legislatur e for 15 

now well over almost a year in trying to present ta x certs 16 

to insure that, in our opinion, and has also been 17 

documented by Newsday, to pay off, I believe, tax c ert 18 

attorneys that have worked on behalf of these comme rcial 19 

property interests.   20 

It's also shameless for this legislature to 21 

consider any tax cert when we have not seen the bac kup for 22 

$165 million.  In essence, the county executive is asking 23 

for a blank check so that the county will put itsel f in 24 

further debt to try to secure $165 million and we h ave not 25 

seen any backup to support it.   26 
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We are prepared as well as willing to sit 2 

down with the county executive, as well as to my co lleagues 3 

to the right, to insure that we provide the correct  and 4 

most appropriate relief for those that are sufferin g from 5 

the aftermath of Super Storm Sandy.  That would be,  if we 6 

are talking about true relief, my colleague, Joe Sc annell, 7 

as well as those along in the south shore, have a b ackup of 8 

sewage going into neighborhoods and into homes beca use of 9 

the lack of attention that has been given to our tr eatment 10 

plants.  Let's put the bonding to that.   11 

My colleague also, one of the most egregious 12 

cases, Delia DeRiggi-Whitton from the north shore h as a 13 

road practically crumbling in the street to the poi nt where 14 

now the road is impassable.  From anyone getting in  and out 15 

of a certain portion the county, let's put money an d 16 

resources towards that.  Our roads are crumbling.  Our 17 

infrastructure is crumbling.   18 

But the fact remains that we are focused on 19 

putting ourselves into a greater amount of debt, nu mber 20 

one.   21 

Number two, that the money that is being 22 

identified, the claims have not all been presented to the 23 

legislature in order to pay those claims, so in ess ence 24 

this legislature is being asked to write a blank ch eck.   25 
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Third, and most important, we truly believe 2 

that if you want to put the money in the folks that  need it 3 

the most, put the money in the folks that are part of the 4 

residential community that can really truly need th ose 5 

hundreds or thousands of dollars that can are retur ned to 6 

them.   7 

That's where the focus should be.  Not 8 

towards funding our friends and our campaign contri butors.  9 

I know you guys don't want to go down that path, bu t the 10 

fact remains that it's well documented in terms of the 11 

contribution levels that have been going down that path.  12 

We don't want to engage in that.  We want to try to  focus 13 

on helping people, and, from our perspective, the p riority 14 

is at the sewage treatment plants and our roads and  15 

infrastructure.   16 

We are willing to work with you to borrow or 17 

to bond for those particular things, but don't pres ent to 18 

us $165 million and expect a blank check and there' s no 19 

backup to tie to it and try to say that we need to do this 20 

in order to help the families of Super Storm Sandy.    21 

We are prepared to work with you to help 22 

those families but we just disagree with the method s and 23 

the approach that you have taken.   24 

CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:  I just want to respond 25 

very briefly, Mr. Abrahams.  Number one, the circum stances 26 
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are extremely different than they were a few months  ago, 2 

okay? 3 

Another thing, anything over $100,000 you 4 

know comes to us.  And the third thing, all those 5 

infrastructure items that you mentioned will be add ressed 6 

by this body.   7 

You can rest assured that after tomorrow's 8 

session, some of those will be addressed.   9 

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  Again, Presiding 10 

Officer Gonsalves, from our standpoint, it is very clear we 11 

truly believe, the county executive was down.  He t oured 12 

Baldwin.  He saw these homes.   13 

From our standpoint, that is just as much of 14 

a priority as these tax certs that are being presen ted 15 

today.  To us, it appears very shameless that the f act that 16 

we have a treatment plant which, granted, under the  Suozzi 17 

administration, under the Mangano administration, t he 18 

Gulotta administration it was neglected, we get it.   A lot 19 

of people didn't do their part.   20 

But now here have an opportunity.  We have an 21 

opportunity to do the right thing to insure that th is plant 22 

gets what it needs, and the first thing out the box , the 23 

first thing out the gate is tax certs.  The same in itiative 24 

that we've been seeing for the last 12 months, and guess 25 

who -- I understand, they put money back in the fol ks that 26 
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need it the most, I understand that greatly, but, y ou know 2 

what, it also puts money back in the folks that hav e been 3 

contributing to the republican party as well as Cou nty 4 

Executive Mangano to a great degree.  So from that 5 

standpoint, I don't hear any responses about that.  It gets 6 

very quiet on your side of the aisle when I keep br inging 7 

that up.  That is a fact.   8 

Let's also be clear too.  It is very easy for 9 

us, and we will be willing to consider an initiativ e that 10 

puts up for Bay Park.  You guys are not even entert aining 11 

that.  I would like to think that we care about the  folks 12 

in that treatment plant.  Here we have -- we are wi lling to 13 

break bread, and willing to sit down with you to in sure 14 

that we do the right thing for the people that are impacted 15 

by that area.   16 

Almost half the county is impacted by that 17 

treatment plant not functioning properly.  Here we are, 18 

it's not even on the table.  It's not even being di scussed.  19 

That's what we are willing to work with you on.  Th e roads 20 

are crumbling.   21 

Does anyone need to visit West Shore Road to 22 

be able to see that the road is in the ocean?  Our 23 

infrastructure is crumbling around us people.  If w e decide 24 

to do nothing and focus on the same old stuff that we 25 

focused on in last 12 months we will get nowhere. 26 
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CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:  Mr. Kevan, before I 2 

turn the mike over to Legislator Ford, and then Leg islator 3 

Nicolello, let it be said, once again, those items that you 4 

are talking about will be considered by this body.   5 

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  Presiding Officer, is 6 

this up for debate or discussion, or are we going t o allow 7 

everybody to talk? I thought basically you were goi ng to 8 

give a statement and I was responding to your state ment.   9 

If we open this, we are violating  -- this is 10 

not up for a debate or discussion.   11 

CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:  No, it's not.  But 12 

this is an emergency item and everyone has the righ t to 13 

discuss it.   14 

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  No, no, no.  Everybody 15 

has a right to debate and discuss it when it reache s the 16 

floor.  This item is not on the floor.  And correct  me if 17 

I'm wrong, our side has not presented the votes for  it to 18 

be on the floor.  Because I have a ton of guys that  want to 19 

talk too.  20 

LEGISLATOR FOR:  In all fairness, then we'll 21 

wait, okay?  Because when we have the budget hearin g, we're 22 

going to talk about this issue, all right? 23 

LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:  I move it.   24 

CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:  Moved by Legislator 25 

Muscarella. 26 
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LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:  Second. 2 

CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:  And seconded by 3 

Legislator Nicolello.  We want to see whether or no t we're 4 

going to have the emergency.   5 

LEGISLATOR FORD:  We'll have the full 6 

discussion after. 7 

CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:  No.   8 

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  We are prepared to have 9 

that discussion.  10 

LEGISLATOR FORD:  Don't worry, so am I.   11 

CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:  Let's not be 12 

confrontational.  Go ahead. 13 

LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:  Through the chair, 14 

the emergency is on the floor, and it's subject to debate.  15 

That's pretty much what we were talking about wheth er or 16 

not this is an emergency and going forward and then  we'll 17 

call the item. 18 

There are budget concerns and we'll speak 19 

about the budget and how it impacts infrastructure and 20 

whatever, but this particular item I think we shoul d debate 21 

now.   22 

CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:  Just hold on.  If it's 23 

-- if it is in order that we can debate the emergen cy, so 24 

be it.  Let's go, Legislator Ford.   25 
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LEGISLATOR FORD:  Thank you, presiding 2 

officer.  I take exception to the comments made by Minority 3 

Leader Kevan Abrahams when we talk about politicizi ng over 4 

the issue of tax certs and the ability to be able t o give 5 

back much needed funds not only to our residents bu t as 6 

well to our small business owners.   7 

My area has been completely devastated.  We 8 

are lucky that some of the stores are opening.  Man y of the 9 

stores in the west end are not open yet and we don' t even 10 

know if they are going to be able to be open.  We l ook 11 

along Austin Boulevard and Island Park and the Vill age of 12 

Island Park, those stores have been severely impact ed as 13 

well as many stores in Oceanside, never mind down i n Point 14 

Lookout and Atlantic Beach.  And this is the same s tory 15 

throughout this island. 16 

While many places have insurance, some 17 

businesses do not have insurance.  A lot of these s mall 18 

businesses and the businesses that have put in to g et 19 

monies owed to them by the county are in dire need of these 20 

funds.  They need them so they can then pay for the  21 

heating, hot water, and electric so they can reopen .  They 22 

have lost now almost a month's worth of business an d they 23 

still have to pay their taxes.  These people are hu rting.  24 

Many of these owners of these stores are residents as well 25 
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and not only have they been hit with their business es going 2 

out, but many have lost their homes.   3 

I am asking that you take a look and really 4 

look at everything and stop saying just because som e of 5 

these tax cert lawyers gave money to the republican s, 6 

because I can probably point out, there are many ma ny of 7 

the stores currently in the city of Long Beach that  have 8 

probably given and contributed not only to the Long  Beach 9 

Dems, but the Nassau Dems as well.  So let's cut th is. 10 

This is not the time for taking a partisan 11 

view.  We have to.  Governor Cuomo has asked us and  so has 12 

President Obama.  They have asked us to put our pol itical 13 

differences aside.  Let's all start working togethe r and 14 

let's start working together for the benefit of the  15 

residents and the people of Nassau County.   16 

We were able to survive Sandy but I will find 17 

it hard to believe that we will be able to survive this 18 

partisanship.  Thank you.  19 

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  Through the chair.  She 20 

responded directly to me.  Legislator Ford, I don't  21 

understand where your anger is coming from, but let  me try 22 

to explain a couple of different things.  I underst and.  We 23 

are all going through hell.  Everybody's district i s going 24 

through hell.  Long Beach is going through a greate r hell, 25 

and other parts of the county is going through that .  But 26 
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you should not minimize anybody's hell or anybody's  degree 2 

of difficulty.   3 

That being said, Legislator Ford, you cannot 4 

guarantee that what we are talking about today, the  $165 5 

million that's being borrowed for tax certs, that y ou 6 

cannot guarantee that it is going to go to every si ngle 7 

person that needs relief in Long Beach.  You just c an't.   8 

You guys have tried and tried again in the 9 

last few days to tie the bonding for tax certs to s ome type 10 

of relief for Super Storm Sandy.  It's not true.  I t's just 11 

not that case.  You cannot guarantee that those tha t are 12 

being hurt by this storm are guaranteed a refund un less 13 

they filed a grievance. 14 

My point is, we can go around and around and 15 

around, but it is very possible that those that hav e the 16 

greatest degrees of property damage or, God forbid,  even 17 

worse, that if they did not even file a grievance a nd they 18 

are not entitled to any money, they will not get an y 19 

relief.  So, please, give the folks the correct 20 

information.  Let me finish.  Let them get the prop er and 21 

truthful answers.  They're tired of seeing a legisl ature 22 

that's going to continue to hide behind and miscalc ulate 23 

facts. 24 

The fact remains, unless you can tell me I'm 25 

wrong, please tell that every single person that's being 26 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  84 Full Legislature – 12-17-12 

impacted by this storm will get some relief from th is 2 

particular bond.  If that's the case, we will recon sider, 3 

but I don't believe that to be the case.  4 

LEGISLATOR FORD:  I just want to answer.  5 

Because, yes, we've all been going through hell, an d I've 6 

advocated not only for the residents in my area but  for all 7 

of Nassau County.  And my comments are, that a lot of 8 

people that filed grievances for tax certs, aren't 9 

necessary in my area.  I said, for all the resident s and 10 

all the businesses in Nassau County, we have to mak e them 11 

whole.  I acknowledged in many many areas, a lot of  12 

businesses have been hurt and small business owners  do live 13 

in the county. 14 

What I'm saying is, by giving this much 15 

needed money to those that have filed tax cert grie vances, 16 

that it would then end up giving them the much need ed funds 17 

that they need, all right?  Kevan, it's because the y 18 

already filed grievances.  We already know who they  are.   19 

But what we're saying is, the $165 million -- 20 

CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:  I'm going to stop the 21 

debate.  It's enough.  That's it.  22 

LEGISLATOR FORD:  We're asking to free up 23 

that money and what we need to do is that -- the co unty has 24 

graciously sent in --  25 

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:   Can you guarantee --  26 
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LEGISLATOR FORD:  Don't say here we go again.  2 

There's no guarantees in life.   3 

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  Can you guarantee, can 4 

you tell us that the folks that have been impacted by this 5 

storm are getting relief from this particular bondi ng? 6 

LEGISLATOR FORD:  Some people will be, yes.  7 

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  Some people yes, but 8 

you can't tell us all.  So stop tying it to Super S torm 9 

Sandy.  You cannot do that.   10 

LEGISLATOR FORD:  I'm tying it to the tax 11 

certs.   12 

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  I hear you chiming in.  13 

You're making the reference of tying it to Super St orm 14 

Sandy.   15 

LEGISLATOR BECKER:  You're tying it in to 16 

redistricting, that's the problem.  That's why you refuse 17 

to do it.  18 

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  Fran, dial this back.  19 

You sound silly.  Let me tell you why.  Fran, we're  20 

prepared to do bonding for something such as the ro ads or 21 

infrastructure or the sewage treatment plant.  If w e are 22 

tying it to bonding and redistricting, why are we d oing 23 

that?  Do you have a response, Mr. Becker? 24 

LEGISLATOR BECKER:  Of course, because you 25 

want to tie it to redistricting. 26 
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LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  Fran, did you hear a 2 

word you said?  Start running for congress.  Fran, did you 3 

hear a word you said?   4 

CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:  You're out of order, 5 

Fran.     6 

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  Fran, we would never 7 

listen to you, but thank you.  8 

CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:  Listen, there are 9 

others who should have the opportunity and in a min ute I'm 10 

calling the question.     11 

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  I'm tying what to 12 

redistricting?  I'm tying bonding to redistricting?   I just 13 

offered you the sewage treatment plant.  You're not  making 14 

any sense.   15 

LEGISLATOR BECKER:  You're not making any 16 

sense.  17 

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  I just offered you the 18 

treatment plant.  Isn't the treatment plant bonding ?  I'm 19 

arguing with myself.   20 

CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:  Did you hear?  I can 21 

easily call the question.  I'm going to have Legisl ator 22 

Nicolello speak.  23 

LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:  I would just like to 24 

welcome Mike Venditto to the Nassau County Legislat ure.  25 
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Welcome about.  It didn't take us long to get back to that, 2 

that's for sure. 3 

Just a couple of points.  On a more reasoned 4 

level.  The concept that we can't do this and at th e same 5 

time on an emergency basis deal with Bay Park and S hore 6 

Road is just logically flawed.  Obviously we can do  both.  7 

You can do more than one thing in the county.  And the 8 

county executive is putting emergency relief into b oth 9 

situations.  So that's not an argument.   10 

I would way not every single person impacted 11 

by the storm will be benefited by this, but many ma ny will, 12 

both businesses and residents.  So that's certainly  an 13 

argument for this.   14 

And the concept that we should vote against 15 

this because tax cert lawyers apparently currently,  I don't 16 

know, are contributing more to the republicans than  the 17 

democrats.   18 

I would bet that if you went over the eight 19 

years of the Suozzi Administration, those same lawy ers were 20 

contributing to the democrats.  It's just the way t he 21 

business works.  They're not republican, they're no t 22 

democrat.  It's completely irrelevant who they cont ribute 23 

to because to not vote for this because of that, an d to 24 

deprive residents and businesses of money they're o wed, is 25 

just absurd.   26 
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I just had to make those points, just to 2 

point out that the democrats first decided not to v ote for 3 

this because of redistricting and now they're blami ng the 4 

tax cert lawyers.  You have to come up with a bette r reason 5 

than that.  Legislator Kopel.   6 

LEGISLATOR KOPEL:  With respect to the 7 

minority leader, I just want to point out that the argument 8 

that you're making as to whether relief is going to  get 9 

into the hands of everyone is not logical because w hat 10 

you've done is you've made the perfect the enemy of  the 11 

good. 12 

If this relief gets into a lot of hands, it's 13 

going to do a tremendous amount of good in the coun ty.  A 14 

lot of businesses that might go out of business wil l not.  15 

Virtually, as you know, everybody files for tax rel ief, and 16 

a lot of businesses have been hurt.   17 

Now, if the fact is that a few businesses 18 

actually get the relief to which they are entitled,  for 19 

which they've got judgments, also get money, that's  not 20 

such a horrible thing.  That's going to end up savi ng the 21 

county money, because we're paying a tremendous amo unt of 22 

interest on that, that will simply stop.  The inter est on 23 

the bonds is a lot less than the interest on these 24 

judgments.     25 
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So what we are doing over here, the reasons 2 

that are being advanced for refusing to go along wi th this, 3 

with all due respect, make no sense at all.  We sho uld do 4 

something that is going to do good that is going to  save 5 

money.   6 

It's going to save the county money at the 7 

same time as it gets money into the hands of people  who are 8 

going to immediately spend it.  There is no better stimulus 9 

than that, and immediately going to bring workers b ack to 10 

work.  Immediately going to rebuild their shops and  serve 11 

the people of Nassau County.  We should be doing th at.  12 

This is a good thing.  We shouldn't tie it to other  things 13 

because that's just not logical.   14 

LEGISLATOR JACOBS:  Okay.  I might have 15 

something positive to say as far as a suggestion as  we go 16 

forward. 17 

I have with me here the review of the fiscal 18 

year 2013 budget and multi year plan by the Office of 19 

Legislative Budget Review.  On page -- I don't know  what 20 

page number.  It's page 30.  I don't know how many of us 21 

are aware that the administration currently has $43 .1 22 

million available in the form of accounts payable, as well 23 

as $2.6 million -- hold on a minute, I want to make  sure I 24 

get this right, as well as $2.6 million in the form  of bond 25 

proceeds.   26 
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This results in a total of $45.7 million 2 

available now to help these people immediately.  An d 3 

Mr. Kopel, with all due respect, most people do not  file 4 

grievances.  They should but they do not.  So the 5 

percentage -- I'm telling you that -- the percentag e of 6 

people, about a third file.   7 

So I wish I could agree with you, that 8 

everyone in real trouble right now is involved here , but 9 

the truth of the matter is the details of the past number 10 

of years show, if it's a third, a third is calling it high.   11 

Also remember, you have to NIFA to deal with.  12 

NIFA will never allow $160 million of this since in  their 13 

rescue part of the plan of the bonding they would a llow 14 

over the four years, it was capped at $80 million.   15 

So I think the number one point is, right 16 

now, this moment now, release the $45.7 million and  start 17 

helping the people directly.  But don't camouflage it under 18 

tax certs, don't camouflage the tax certs, most of which 19 

will go to commercial, rather the people, I know De nise is 20 

talking from the heart, rather than the people who are 21 

really hurting.   22 

Let's say it like it is.  That's all I'm 23 

saying.  You got an avenue open here that all of us  demand 24 

be used the proper way, instead of going for a pie in the 25 

sky $165 million.   26 
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CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:  I would like to call 2 

on Deputy County Executive Tim Sullivan to address the 3 

dollar amount that Legislator Jacobs spoke about.  4 

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  Excuse me, Madam 5 

Presiding Officer, it seems like --  6 

CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:  It's the rule of the 7 

chair that I can do this.   8 

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  As a rule the chair, I 9 

would like to know that you are going to respect so me of 10 

the rules that we have.  The bottom line is, we mig ht as 11 

well have a debate.  You're getting your -- 12 

CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:  We are having a 13 

debate. 14 

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  No, no.  We might as 15 

well have a debate.  The very fact that Mr. Sulliva n is 16 

coming to the podium to speak, you're having this 17 

emergency.  I asked you to limit the speaking to my self and 18 

--  19 

CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:  Legislator Jacobs just 20 

brought this up.   21 

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  Are we starting a new 22 

precedent here? 23 

CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:  No, we're not.  She 24 

brought the $45 million up.   25 
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LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS: Mr. Sullivan can talk to 2 

Legislator Jacobs or any other legislator on the si de.   3 

CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:  No, I don't think so.  4 

Since it was brought up just now, I think everybody  should 5 

hear it. 6 

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  So basically we are 7 

going to have a hearing -- 8 

CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:  No.  I just want 9 

clarification.   10 

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  No, no, no.  No 11 

disrespect, Madam Presiding Officer, I know this is  your 12 

first day, but we are going to have to make a decis ion.  If 13 

we are going to have a debate or discussion, then e verybody 14 

has to be entitled to speak, and everybody will hav e to be 15 

able to move forward.   16 

CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:  I'm sorry Minority 17 

Leader Kevan.  I am the presiding officer and I wil l make 18 

that decision.  Mr. Sullivan please address that it em. 19 

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  But that's not based on 20 

anything.  What rule is it based on.  21 

CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:  It's based on 22 

Legislator Jacob's comment.   23 

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  We need to get our 24 

attorneys.  No, no, no.  We are entering down the r ealm of 25 

a discussion.  That's where we're going now.  This is a 26 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  93 Full Legislature – 12-17-12 

horrible precedent to set.  There has not been an e mergency 2 

established, there has not been -- turn your mike o n for me 3 

to talk to you, Fran.  There has not been an emerge ncy 4 

established to be able to have debate or discussion .  None.  5 

This is a horrible precedent to set.   6 

CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:  We are discussing the 7 

nature of the emergency.  And as far as clarificati on -- 8 

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  And that requires 9 

Mr. Sullivan to give testimony? 10 

CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:  No.  He's just 11 

clarifying what Legislator Jacobs said.  Tim, go ah ead.     12 

MR. SULLIVAN:  Just to address, first of all, 13 

good afternoon, legislators, and congratulations to  14 

Presiding Officer Gonsalves.   15 

Just to clarify a couple of things, the $43 16 

million is an accrual.  That is correct.  Budget re view did 17 

point that out.  That does not mean the funds are 18 

available.  It was our intent to bond for those fun ds.   19 

I've been look for a bond personally since 20 

May of 2011.  Obviously this is something that is p utting a 21 

strain on our financial system.  I think the county  22 

comptroller last year had $223 million of backlog a nd he's 23 

expecting to I think breach $300 million this year.    24 

So from a pure financial point of view, this 25 

is something that we need to address.  The financia l plan 26 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  94 Full Legislature – 12-17-12 

that was approved last year by NIFA contained $305 million 2 

of financing over a four year period.  It was 95, 8 5, 80 3 

and then 50.  It was $305 million.  So this is slig htly 4 

more than half of that.   5 

Legislator Jacobs is correct.  There was an 6 

accrual there.  But there is no funds to back that up.  7 

That's why it's a hit against our budget in the def icit.  8 

That's why it was a deficit. 9 

CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:  At this point in time, 10 

it's the prerogative of the chair to call the quest ion, and 11 

I call the question.   12 

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  Madam Presiding 13 

Officer, you cannot call -- 14 

LEGISLATOR BECKER:  I did not get a chance to 15 

say something about the emergency.  16 

CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:  Excuse me. 17 

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  According to Robert's 18 

Rules, you cannot end the debate.  Not if you enter ed this 19 

discussion, you need a two thirds vote to be able t o end 20 

the debate.   21 

CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:  Actually I can.   22 

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  No, you cannot.  23 

CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:  First of all, Minority 24 

Leader Abrahams, our rules override Robert's Rules,  okay?   25 
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Mr. Muller, call the roll, please, and ask 2 

for a consent or a nay.   3 

CLERK MULLER:  Legislator Troiano? 4 

(No verbal response.) 5 

CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:  Not here. 6 

CLERK MULLER:  Legislator Solages? 7 

LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:  No.  8 

       CLERK MULLER:  Legislator Ford? 9 

LEGISLATOR FORD:  Yes. 10 

       CLERK MULLER:  Legislator Scannell? 11 

LEGISLATOR SCANNELL:  I am very upset about 12 

what has happened here.  This is a complete breach of the 13 

rules and the people in Baldwin are completely suff ering 14 

from what had happened from the Super Storm Sandy.   15 

On Barnes Avenue, as deputy presiding officer 16 

had said, that we had raw sewage, literally raw sew age come 17 

up for 48 hours straight at the end of Barnes Avenu e, not 18 

on top of the super storm surge we had, on top of t he oil 19 

tanks that ruptured as a result of that, we had lit erally 20 

raw sewage coming into these people's homes.   21 

I was there on Tuesday with County Executive 22 

Mangano, and I was extremely thankful for him being  there 23 

on Tuesday and touring the homes with me, and Rob W alker 24 

came down as well.  Dave Denenberg was there too.  This was 25 

a complete and utter disaster.  I called the EPA on  Monday.  26 
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We had the EPA down here.  We had the Nassau County  Board 2 

of Health there.  We had the Nassau County Departme nt of 3 

Health come.  This is a complete and utter disaster .  4 

Complete and utter bacterial disaster for the peopl e who 5 

live in those homes as well as the water damage. 6 

So not only did they get whacked by Super 7 

Storm Sandy, they got whacked by raw sewage, which was a 8 

complete backup of Bay Park.  It was a pipe that wa s too 9 

small.  They been having problems since 2001 on Bar nes 10 

Avenue with sewage coming up, literally coming up f rom the 11 

street, and what happened was, Bay Park then comple tely 12 

failed.  The pipe was too small.  There was  water coming 13 

in from other areas as well.  It was a complete and  utter 14 

ecological and environmental disaster for the peopl e who 15 

live there. 16 

You, Denise, have every right to be upset 17 

about what's happening in Long Beach because the pe ople 18 

there have completely suffered.  It's horrible.   19 

But my problem here is, the reason that I 20 

won't vote for it, because there's no guarantee tha t the 21 

money will go to Long Beach.  There's no guarantee that the 22 

money will go to this absolute ecological disaster that's 23 

happening in South Baldwin.   24 

So, because there is no guarantee, we have no 25 

guarantee, I'm going to vote no. 26 
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  CLERK MULLER:  Legislator Becker? 2 

LEGISLATOR BECKER:  Yes. 3 

CLERK MULLER:  Legislator Kopel? 4 

LEGISLATOR KOPEL:  Yes. 5 

CLERK MULLER:  Legislator Muscarella? 6 

LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:  Yes. 7 

  CLERK MULLER:  Legislator Nicolello? 8 

LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:  Yes. 9 

  CLERK MULLER:  Legislator Bosworth? 10 

LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:  No. 11 

  CLERK MULLER:  Legislator Wink? 12 

LEGISLATOR WINK:   You know, a number of my 13 

colleagues have said, and rightfully so, that this 14 

administration or at least this county is capable o f 15 

multi-tasking.  I would like to believe that to be the 16 

case, but of fact what is being put before us today  is not 17 

multi-tasking.  It's not dealing with the real prob lems.  18 

It's not dealing with the problems in Joe Scannell' s 19 

district or Denise Ford's district, or any other di stricts.  20 

All it's dealing with is smoke screen and cover. 21 

The fact of the matter is, this 22 

administration had the money available to pay most,  if not 23 

all of these homeowners over a year ago, and they c hose not 24 

to.  They squandered on commercial settlements and they 25 

held back to take hostages.  In point of fact, 17,0 00 26 
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homeowners have not been paid their refunds when th e money 2 

was there to be paid.   3 

All we're seeing now is a redux of this going 4 

on and on and on, that the administration has again  chosen 5 

an opportunity under cover of a super storm to seek  more 6 

money in bonding.  The fact of the matter is, they had 7 

their chance to spend that money to pay off the hom eowners 8 

that were owed this money.  I am sympathetic to the m, but 9 

the fact of the matter is, this administration chos e to tax 10 

hostages and this is not the avenue today to reward  that.  11 

So I vote no on the emergency. 12 

CLERK MULLER:  Legislator Venditto? 13 

LEGISLATOR VENDITTO:  Yes.   14 

CLERK MULLER:  Legislator Belesi? 15 

LEGISLATOR BELESI:  Yes. 16 

CLERK MULLER:  Legislator Dunne? 17 

LEGISLATOR DUNNE:  Yes.   18 

  CLERK MULLER:  Legislator Jacobs? 19 

LEGISLATOR JACOBS:  Before I cast my vote, I 20 

just want to say that I would like to encourage the  21 

administration to spend the $47.5 million they alre ady have 22 

and do it quickly and then we can go on to discuss other 23 

matters.  I vote no.  24 

CLERK MULLER:  Legislator Walker? 25 

LEGISLATOR WALKER:  Yes. 26 
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CLERK MULLER:  Legislator DeRiggi-Whitton? 2 

LEGISLATOR DERIGGI-WHITTON:  Before I vote, I 3 

would also like to make a comment and I'm looking a t 4 

Michael Venditto across the aisle.  You're part of the 5 

freshman group and what I can tell you right now is  what I 6 

find to be most frustrating is the accountability f or where 7 

funds truly are.   8 

Through the tax certs, $50 million each year 9 

goes to these attorneys that represent these funds.   I 10 

understand that that is part of this deal, but that  is a 11 

real, in my opinion, seems to be a priority, wherea s, there 12 

are a number of examples today, not only with the d ifferent 13 

sewage treatment plants that were not correctly fix ed, even 14 

though the money was allotted.   15 

In my area specifically, which also affects 16 

your father's area, I have been basically, almost b egging 17 

for money to fix West Shore Road.  I have documents  right 18 

here of the money being available for years.  We bo nded in 19 

'09.  Unfortunately, as everyone knows, the road co llapsed 20 

into the water.  What this is going to do is it's g oing to 21 

close West Shore Road for at least nine months.   22 

The way we had the construction originally 23 

planned out, we were going to keep one lane open.  That's 24 

now impossible.  As you know, it's our main artery,  one of 25 

the two main arteries.  The other artery was also c losed 26 
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during the storm.  Bayville people were actually tr apped.  2 

They couldn't go out either way. 3 

So the whole frustration is what I'm saying 4 

is what Judy Jacobs said, there is money available for many 5 

of these things.  Money comes and goes.   6 

Last week we had a transfer into the police 7 

overtime and we were told that there were $25 milli on in 8 

this account, and after this transfer there would b e $15 9 

million left.  And today I'm told there's only $2.3  million 10 

left.  I don't understand how money is appearing an d 11 

disappearing, and just as a basic financial backgro und, 12 

none of it makes sense, and when people say that th eir 13 

taxes are high, I'm really starting to feel it's be cause of 14 

mismanagement.  I think we have the money, it's jus t that 15 

the money is -- I don't even know where it's going and I'm 16 

on the finance committee and I can't even tell you where 17 

this money went.    Transfers are happening without  our 18 

approval.  They happen before the vote is even cast .  I'm 19 

speaking out too and I would love to see some repai rs being 20 

made now and we've discussed that, Minority Leader Abrahams 21 

has mentioned, that will truly help the people that  we need 22 

to have helped. 23 

Maybe there will be the trickle down but 24 

right now it's the priority, and I think the priori ty is 25 
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fixing our infrastructure so that our residents get  what 2 

they deserve.   3 

You know, I just want to say one other thing.  4 

The youth services, my God, I feel like that song, 50 Ways 5 

to Leave Your Lover.  We found like 50 ways to find  a way 6 

to pay for this, and none of that has been good eno ugh 7 

because that was held over our head to vote for bon ding.   8 

Now they're trying to hold Sandy over our 9 

head for bonding.  What's going to be next?  I just  feel 10 

like it's a real smoke and mirrors game.  I've been  11 

disappointed, to be honest, so I vote no.  12 

CLERK MULLER:  Legislator Denenberg? 13 

LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:  You know, the vote 14 

here is on an emergency, the first emergency called  after 15 

Hurricane Sandy to this full body.  One would have thought 16 

that the first emergency after the hurricane would have 17 

been an emergency to address the Bay Park sewage tr eatment 18 

failure that has 65 million gallons of untreated se wage 19 

spewing into Reynolds channel and into our neighbor hoods.   20 

But one would have thought wrong.  Instead, 21 

the first emergency after our disaster, is to provi de a 22 

$165 million blank check to the county executive to  pay 23 

almost exclusively commercial tax certs that we don 't know 24 

who it's going to, or how it's going because this i s the 25 

backup.   26 
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Traditionally, this body has never borrowed 2 

to pay tax certs without seeing the settlements, ap proving 3 

those settlements, and understanding why, why, thos e 4 

settlements were being paid.   5 

This concept that this would go to victims of 6 

Hurricane Sandy, this is a blank check to the count y 7 

executive without us knowing who it's going to beca use we 8 

don't have any of the settlements.   9 

But, assuming this is even one third of the 10 

total commercial taxpayers in Nassau County, all th is would 11 

do is then leave the other two-thirds, the resident s, 12 

paying more in taxes so that the one third preferre d 13 

commercial taxpayers can pay less.   14 

So the issue of what is an emergency, the 15 

hundreds of millions of dollars of improvements to our 16 

sewage treatment plants is the emergency I expected .  A 17 

blank check where we're giving a blank check to the  county 18 

executive instead of doing our job is never an emer gency, 19 

will never get my vote, but on the issue of an emer gency, 20 

Bay Park sewage treatment plant, 65 million gallons  a day 21 

is an emergency.  Giving a blank check to preferred  22 

commercial taxpayers for the county executive to pa y them 23 

off, is never an emergency.  I vote no.  24 

CLERK MULLER:  Minority Leader Abrahams?   25 
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LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:  I think what has 2 

happened today, I can't understand, following the r ules of 3 

this charter, and the Robert's Rules, I can't under stand 4 

how we ended up having a debate or discussion witho ut 5 

actually providing an emergency to do so.   6 

That being said, I think the actions of today 7 

can definitely easily be sanctioned.  Going forward  though 8 

and realizing the suffering that the folks that hav e been 9 

impacted by Super Storm Sandy, again, this side of the 10 

aisle, despite what my colleagues to the right will  11 

continue to believe, has bonded and will continue t o bond 12 

for the best interests of the residents of Nassau C ounty.   13 

I have extended the olive branch again for 14 

another time and, from our standpoint, the true and  15 

necessary need goes to our infrastructure and to ou r sewage 16 

treatment plant.  That's the priority.  Anyone that  thinks 17 

that paying or insuring that tax cert attorneys tha t 18 

provide benefits or provide services for commercial  19 

businesses is the priority, I got to tell you, move  out of 20 

Nassau County because that's not our priority.   21 

Our priority is insuring that every single 22 

person that is impacted by the raw sewage that is c oming up 23 

into their properties gets it remediated.  The best  way to 24 

remediate that is to provide relief so that the Bay  Park 25 
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treatment plant has what it needs.  That's the emer gency we 2 

expected to see today.   3 

But we all read the stories in Newsday, we've 4 

all seen the reports on News 12 talking about the i mpact of 5 

this treatment plant having on the residents of Eas t 6 

Rockaway, of Valley Stream, of Baldwin,  of Oceansi de.  7 

We've all seen it.  And here we have an opportunity  to do 8 

the right thing.  Here we have the perfect opportun ity 9 

where we're saying, we're willing to work with you.    10 

Again, rather than take us up on that olive 11 

branch, we've decided to do the same old thing that  we 12 

always do, is to provide tax certs which benefit th e 13 

commercial businesses of Nassau County and to benef it our 14 

friends.  That, to me, is shameless.   15 

We have the opportunity and we did nothing.  16 

Nothing at all.  Barring the fact that we're not go ing to 17 

be able to do this today, we are still going to be 18 

committed to trying to do something for the Bay Par k 19 

Treatment Plant, and we're hoping that this side of  the 20 

aisle reaches out, reaches back with us.   21 

But the fact remains and it's very simple, we 22 

will never ever support an emergency for something so 23 

egregious and so shameless as this, when it does no t focus 24 

on the priorities of Nassau County, I vote no.  25 

CLERK MULLER:  Presiding Officer Gonsalves. 26 
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CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:  Yes.  Thank you, 2 

Mr. Muller.  First of all, for up to maybe two year s ago, 3 

we always borrowed for tax certs, yes, we did.  Thi s is not 4 

up for discussion.  You had your opportunity to spe ak.  Now 5 

I would like to speak. 6 

The other thing is, you talk about the 7 

emergencies like we don't care about those emergenc ies, and 8 

you have no idea what the county executive is plann ing.  So 9 

those issues will be addressed and will be addresse d as 10 

quickly as you can.  But you don't want to give us that 11 

emergency, fine.   12 

We are doing the best we can under the 13 

circumstances.  Whether or not you like us using th e Super 14 

Storm Sandy, or anything else for that matter, we n eed 15 

funding.  And the funding that will provided in thi s 16 

emergency will be there.  For us to really take car e of all 17 

the emergencies we are talking about. 18 

With that, I have to say, we are not doing 19 

the right thing by voting against the emergency.  A nd so I 20 

would like to do the right thing and vote for the 21 

emergency.   22 

CLERK MULLER: It's by a vote of ten yays in 23 

establishing the emergency, and eight nays to not 24 

establishing the emergency.  The emergency is not 25 

established. 26 
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CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:  In all due respect, 2 

the emergency is not established. 3 

CLERK MULLER:  I think that's what I said, 4 

I'm sorry.   5 

      CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:  In all due respect, 6 

the emergency fails, so we will be back and hopeful ly we 7 

will get better. 8 

 (End of minutes from the November 19, 2012 Full 9 

Legislature meeting pertaining to Clerk Item 687-12 .) 10 

 11 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  wou ld  a l so  a t  12 

th is  t ime o f fe r  a  b r ie f  s ta temen t  in  suppor t  o f  13 

th is  i tem.    14 

 The pu rpose o f  t h i s  p roposed  bor rowing  i s  15 

to  p rov ide  Nassau Coun ty  the  f inanc ia l  capa c i t y  16 

i t  needs  to  se t t le  tax  cer t i o rar i  c la ims  f i l ed  by  17 

ou r  loca l  bus inesses  and  res iden ts .   These c la ims 18 

a re  to  recove r  ove rpayments  i n  taxes  due  to  the  19 

Coun ty 's  e r roneous  assessment  o f  p roper t ies .   20 

Many  o f  these  c la ims  o r ig ina ted  under  the  21 

p rev ious  admin i s t ra t ion  and p rev ious  major i t y  22 

w i th  a  cur ren t  back log  es t ima ted  in  excess  o f  23 

$250  m i l l i on .  24 

 H is to r ica l l y  - -  and I  inv i te  the  m inor i t y  25 
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to  rev iew the  fac ts  - -  t h i s  l eg i s la tu re  2 

unan imous ly  app roved  the  bond ing  capac i t y  t o  3 

a l low fo r  the  se t t lement  o f  t ax  ce r t io ra r i  4 

c la ims .   As  tha t  capac i t y  was  drawn down th rough  5 

success fu l  se t t l emen ts  o r  judgments ,  add i t i ona l  6 

bond ing  capac i t y  wou ld  be  prov ided  in  a  7 

b ipa r t i san  fash ion .   C la ims i n  excess  o f  $10 0,000 8 

wou ld  be  fo rwarded  to  the  leg i s la tu re  fo r  9 

approva l .   And pursuan t  to  Reso lu t ion  218-20 01 ,  10 

c la ims  be low 100 ,000  wou ld  be  se t t led  on  th e  11 

au thor i t y  o f  the  county  a t to rney .  12 

 Desp i te  mu l t i p le  requests  f rom the  13 

admin i s t ra t i on  and  fo r  pure l y  po l i t i ca l  reas ons,  14 

the  democra t -m inor i t y  has  re f used to  au thor i ze  15 

the  bond ing  capac i ty  to  cont inue  the  se t t le men t  16 

o f  t ax  cer t i o ra r i  c la ims .   And  fo r  many o f  t he  17 

bus inesses  i n  Nassau  County ,  t he i r  re fusa l  18 

cou ldn ' t  have  come a t  a  worse  t ime .   Cases  a re  no  19 

l onger  be ing  se t t l ed  and  c la i man ts  mus t  now 20 

advance the i r  c la ims  th rough  - -  though  the  21 

cour ts ,  in  many  ins tances ,  d ramat i ca l l y  de l ay ing  22 

the  reso lu t i on  and  payment  o f  the i r  c la ims.  23 

 As  was  d iscussed  on the  November  19  24 

l eg i s la t i ve  sess ion ,  due  to  the  damage  cause d by  25 
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Super  S torm Sandy and the  pro longed power  o u tage  2 

and gas  shor tage  tha t  fo l l owed ,  many  o f  our  loca l  3 

bus inesses  were  ha rd  h i t  f inanc ia l l y ,  e i the r  4 

th rough los t  bus iness  oppor tun i t ies ,  l os t  5 

i nventory ,  o r  damaged or  des t royed  fac i l i t i es .  6 

 I  am in fo rmed tha t  t he re  a re  7 

approx imate l y  12 ,000  to  13 ,000  bus inesses  t ha t  8 

have  pend ing  tax  cer t i o rar i  c la ims  aga ins t  t he  9 

coun ty .   The  bond ord inance we  a re  to  cons i der  10 

today  wou ld  a l l ow Nassau  Coun ty  to  once aga in  11 

se t t le  and  pay  tax  cer t i o rar i  c la ims .   To  n o t  12 

approve,  t h i s  bo r row ing  wou ld  dramat ica l l y  s low 13 

the  reso lu t i ons  o f  t hese  cases ,  as  they  w in d  14 

the i r  way  th rough the  cour ts  and  thus  de lay  15 

paymen t  to  many  o f  our  res iden ts  and  loca l  16 

bus inesses  tha t  cou ld  rea l l y  use  the  money.  17 

 W i th  tha t ,  I  wou ld  open the  f l oo r  to  18 

ques t ions .  19 

 Mr .  Ab rahams.  20 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Thank  you,  Madame 21 

Pres id ing  Of f i ce r  Gonsa lves .  22 

 Be fo re  - -  I  know Mr .  May  i s  g o ing  to  23 

comment  on  the  mer i t  o f  th is  i tem.   A  coup l e  o f  24 

po in ts .  25 
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 Though  I  respec t  wha t  the  Pres id ing  2 

O f f i ce r  jus t  ind ica ted ,  we  ca n  who lehear ted l y  3 

d i sagree .   The fac t  rema ins ,  a  coup le  o f  4 

d i f f e ren t  po in ts .  5 

 Number  one .   The  na ture  o f  how these  tax  6 

ce r t io ra r i s  have  been brough t  down ,  they  pr ov ide  7 

no  back  up .   The  admin is t ra t i on  is  c lear ly  8 

l ook ing  fo r  t h i s  l eg is la tu re  to  supp ly  bas i ca l l y  9 

a  b lank  check  o f  $165 mi l l ion  in  bond ing  w i thout  10 

see ing  how o r  where  i t ' s  go ing  to  be  spent .   11 

That ,  in  the  prac t ice  s ince  we  have been  bo nd ing  12 

fo r  tax  ce r t i o ra r i s ,  has  neve r  been done .  13 

 Number  two .   I f  the  coun ty  execu t i ve  was  14 

t ru l y  genu ine  abou t  pay ing  pe op le  back ,  as  w e 15 

heard  the  gen t leman who came down abou t  h is  16 

bus iness  today ,  wh ich  we  know is  p robab ly  t he  17 

cases  o f  a  l o t  o f  peop le  here  in  Nassau Cou n ty .   18 

I f  he  was t ru ly  genu ine ,  he  wou ld  take  ac t i on  a  19 

l i t t le  b i t  qu icker  on  some o f  the  money tha t ' s  20 

cu r ren t l y  there .   Acco rd ing  t o  our  numbers  - -  and 21 

no t  jus t  our  numbers ,  the  Of f i ce  o f  Leg is la t i ve  22 

Budget  Rev iew has  ind i ca ted  tha t  t he re  i s  w e l l  23 

over  $40  m i l l ion  i n  excess  o f  money to  go  t owards  24 

e f fo r t s  jus t  l i ke  th is .   I f  t h is  was  a  dy in g ,  25 
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p ress ing  need ,  I  wou ld  l i ke  t o  th ink  tha t  t h e  2 

coun ty  execu t ive  wou ld  spend  the  money  tha t ' s  3 

there ,  t ha t ' s  cu r ren t l y  ava i l ab le  to  h im  wi thout  4 

coming  to  bond ing  to  th i s  Leg is la tu re .   The n ,  5 

based on  tha t  be ing  pa id  f i r s t ,  then  coming  to  6 

the  leg i s la tu re  fo r  the  rema in ing  ba lance.  7 

 Aga in ,  t he  manner  o f  how these  8 

ce r t io ra r i s  have  been presen ted  to  th i s  9 

l eg i s la tu re  i s  t o ta l l y  i nept ,  tha t  t hey  do  no t  10 

re f l ec t  in  a  c lear  and  conc ise  manner  how t h is  i s  11 

go ing  to  be  pa id  ou t  and  who  i t ' s  go ing  to  be  12 

pa id  ou t .   I ' ve  neve r  seen ,  i n  our  t ime,  in  a  13 

manner  how th is  money has  been  p resented  to  us .   14 

And we  have recommended - -  I  have recommende d to  15 

my  s ide  to  vo te  no .  16 

 Now,  to  t i e  any  po l i t i ca l  na tu re  to  17 

bond ing  in  Nassau Coun ty  to  ou r  vo tes  is  to ta l l y  18 

l ud i c rous .   For  th ree  occas ions ,  we have  bon ded 19 

th ree  t imes:   f o r  two incent i ves  where  we a g reed  20 

tha t  t he  i ncent i ve  shou ld  be  pa id  ou t  in  o r der  21 

tha t  we cou ld  be  ab le  to  reduce ou r  work for ce ,  22 

bu t  a t  t he  same t ime  pay  ou t  our  ob l iga t ion s  - -  23 

po l i ce  i ncen t ive  and  one  to  the  CSEA;  we  ha ve 24 

done  tha t .   We  a lso  came toge the r  to  work  w i th  25 
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you in  bond ing  fo r ,  jus t  recen t l y ,  on  the  c ap i ta l  2 

p lan  i n  response  to  Super  S to rm Sandy.   To  me,  3 

the  po l i t i ca l  na tu re  goes  ou t  the  w indow.  4 

 We a re  us ing  ou r  po l i t i ca l  p re roga t i ve  to  5 

vo te  no  to  tax  cer t i o rar is ,  no t  because o f  a ny  6 

po l i t i ca l  na ture ,  bu t ,  more  impor tan t l y ,  be cause  7 

the  fac t  rema ins  tha t  they  have been  p resen ted  to  8 

us  i n  a  non-conc ise  manner  th a t  i s  unp ro fess iona l  9 

and does  no t  re f lec t  t he  exac t  d i rec t i on  o f  how 10 

th is  money  i s  go ing  to  be  spen t .   Un t i l  tha t ' s  11 

done ,  w i th  a l l  t he  th rea ts  tha t  a re  coming down,  12 

i n  te rms  o f  t h i s ,  and we ' re  go ing  to  make s u re  we 13 

go  to  th is  pe rson and tha t  pe rson,  t o  me ,  i t ' s  14 

j us t  bu l l y ing  tac t ics  be ing  used  to  t r y  to  ge t  us  15 

to  wa ive r  f rom our  pos i t ion .  16 

 Bu t  th is  caucus ,  our  s ide  o f  t he  a is le  17 

has  made  i t  very  c lear  tha t  i f  t hese  cer t io rar is  18 

a re  no t  p resented  in  a  manner  tha t ' s  very  c lea r  19 

and conc ise ,  the  way  they  have  been prev iou s ly  20 

p resen ted  to  th i s  body  by  prev ious  21 

admin i s t ra t i ons ,  even go ing  back  to  Tom Gul o t ta ,  22 

then  the re  w i l l  no t  be  any  bond ing  fo r  t hese  23 

pa r t i cu la r  t h ings .   Now,  i f  you  want  to  bon d  fo r  24 

someth ing  e l se  where  we cou ld  work  together ,  we 'd  25 
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be  happy  to  do  so .   Bu t  to  make any  accusat ions  2 

o f  a  po l i t i ca l  na ture  o f  us  w i thho ld ing  any  3 

pa r t i cu la r  money  fo r  t ax  cer t i o rar is  i s  to t a l l y  4 

r i d i cu lous .   And  f rom tha t  s tandpo in t ,  t o  s tand 5 

on  tha t  pos i t ion  I  t h ink  i s  w rong.     6 

 Th is  body ,  ou r  body  has  bonded  on th ree  7 

occas ions .   So,  f rom tha t  s tandpo in t  I  t h in k  tha t  8 

pa r t i cu la r  pos i t ion  k ind  o f  goes  ou t  t he  w i ndow 9 

and doesn ' t  s tand on  any  mer i t  o r  any  c red ib i l i t y  10 

i t se l f .    11 

 Bu t ,  t hank  you.  12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  13 

Muscare l la .  14 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    I  am a t  a  b i t  o f  15 

a  loss .   To  my knowledge ,  the  capac i ty  o f  t he  16 

bond ing  has  a lways  been pu t  i n  f i r s t  and  th e  17 

spec i f i cs  la te r .   And the  a l l ega t ion  tha t  i t ' s  18 

neve r  been  done  th is  way  i s  j us t  s imp ly  no t  t rue .  19 

 However ,  I 'm  go ing  to  ask  you  the  20 

ques t ion .   You won ' t  do  i t  because  i t ' s  be i ng  21 

done  th i s  way .   I f  i t  we re  done the  o the r  w ay,  22 

wou ld  you bond fo r  i t?  23 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     In  a l l  due  24 

respec t ,  i f  i t ' s  be ing  sen t  down  to  us ,  we w i l l  25 
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look  a t  each  ind iv idua l  i t em and  bas ica l l y  j udge  2 

i t  based  o f f  o f  i t s  own c red ib i l i t y .   I f  yo u ' re  3 

go ing  to  t ry  to  ba i t  me to  say  tha t  we ' re  g o ing  4 

to  suppor t  i t  t oday ,  we ' re  no t  go ing  to  fa l l  f o r  5 

tha t  ba i t .  6 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    We d id  i t  t ha t  7 

way once  th i s  year  - -  8 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Wa i t .   I  d idn ' t  9 

cu t  you o f f .  10 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    You ' re  r i gh t .  11 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     You ' re  no t  go ing  12 

to  ba i t  us  to  t r y  to  take  tha t  ba i t .  13 

 F rom our  s tandpo in t ,  send i t  down in  a  14 

manner  tha t  i t  l ooks  p ro fess iona l  and i t  ha s  15 

c red ib i l i t y  and  we  w i l l  rev iew  each i t em.   I t ' s  16 

j us t  t ha t  s imp le .   I f  they  cou ld  do  tha t ,  t hen  we 17 

can s ta r t  the  p rocess .   Bu t  we  have no t  see n  tha t  18 

to  even engage in  the  process .   And we  have  19 

wasted  we l l  ove r  - -  we l l  ove r  a  year  i n  th i s  20 

ba t t le  fo r  t h is .    21 

 Bu t ,  more  impor tan t l y ,  V inny ,  and th is  i s  22 

the  ques t ion  I 'm  go ing  to  ask  o f  you .   More  23 

impor tan t l y ,  shou ldn ' t  you  demand tha t  t he  money  24 

tha t ' s  t he re  and  ava i l ab le ,  acco rd ing  to  th e  25 
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Of f i ce  o f  Leg is la t i ve  Budget  Rev iew,  be  spe n t  2 

f i rs t  now ins tead o f  t h i s  shenan igans?  3 

 You had a  gen t leman who came down today  4 

tha t  t a l ked abou t  h i s  bus iness  no t  be ing  ab le  to  5 

func t i on  because  he ' s  wa i t ing  fo r  h i s  money .   Was 6 

anybody prepared  to  in fo rm h im tha t  there 's  over  7 

$40 mi l l ion  tha t  cou ld  pay  h im today  tha t  d oes  8 

no t  need  the  au tho r i za t i on  o f  th is  l eg is la t u re?   9 

Bu t  tha t  wasn ' t  b rough t  up  though,  because we ' re  10 

shoo t ing  fo r  the  h ighe r  number .   We ' re  go in g  fo r  11 

the  165.   M igh t  as  we l l  go  fo r  b roke  o r  w in  the  12 

l o t te ry .   Bu t  t he  bo t tom l ine  is  very  s imp l e ;  13 

tha t  gen t leman cou ld  be  pa id  today .  14 

 The coun ty  execu t i ve  - -  when  we had money 15 

be fo re ,  we  had an  excess  o f  15 ,  $17 mi l l ion ,  I  16 

be l i eve ,  ava i lab le  to  us  be fo re .   We had  to  ho ld   17 

p ress  conference  to  ge t  the  coun ty  execu t ive  to  18 

spend down on  the  money.  19 

 So  we go  back  and fo r th  and over  th i s  20 

aga in .   And I  rea l l y ,  t ru l y  be l i eve  tha t  yo u  guys  21 

a re  t r y ing  to  be  genu ine  abou t  mak ing  su re  22 

bus inesses  and peop le ,  ave rage  res iden ts  ge t  23 

the i r  money.   Bu t  a t  t he  end o f  the  day ,  you r  24 

ac t i ons  do  no t  spe l l  t ha t  because when  ther e  i s  25 
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money ava i lab le ,  nobody is  advocat ing  fo r  t ha t  2 

money to  be  spen t  down ,  excep t  fo r  t he  n ine  guys  3 

on  th i s  s ide  o f  the  a i s le .  4 

 So ,  we ' re  go ing  to  ask  aga in ,  spend the  5 

money tha t ' s  ava i l ab le  to  you  now.   There  i s  no  6 

reason  tha t  you  cannot  spend  the  $40  m i l l io n -p lus  7 

ass igned  fo r  th i s  tha t ' s  ava i l ab le .   The re ' s  no  8 

reason  fo r  you no t  t o  be  ab le  to  spend  tha t  money 9 

today  to  ensu re  those bus inesses  and ,  more  10 

impor tan t l y ,  to  make  sure  tha t  t he  res idents  tha t  11 

have  been ove r taxed are  compensa ted co r rec t l y .  12 

 Thank you.  13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  14 

Muscare l la .  15 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Tha t  money 16 

happens to  be  accrua ls  aga ins t  f und ba lance .   I  17 

th ink  tha t  good  accoun t ing  p rac t ice  wou ld  m andate  18 

tha t  we no t  spend tha t  money  now and  spend i t  19 

down  to  ze ro .   I t  jus t  doesn ' t  happen tha t  way .  20 

 The fac t  i s  t ha t  we 've  done the  bond ing  21 

th is  way  in  the  pas t .   You  guys  have  dec ide d  no t  22 

to  p lay  ba l l  in  the  way tha t ' s  been done  in  the  23 

pas t .   You 've  changed a  fundamenta l  na tu re  o f  a  24 

way th is  body  i s  do ing  bus iness .   A l though you  25 
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may want  to  a t t r ibu te  i t  t o  o the r  than  po l i t i ca l  2 

i n f l uences ,  I  don ' t  see  tha t  t ha t ' s  the  cas e .  3 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     My  las t  th ing ,  4 

Norma,  and  then  I ' l l  be  done .  5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Go  ah ead .  6 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     And I 'm no t  go ing  7 

to  comment  on  what  V inny  j us t  sa id .  8 

 To  our  record ,  and  I  don ' t  know i f  Mr .  9 

May cou ld  address  th is .   Bu t  t o  ou r  reco rd ,  87  10 

tax  ce r t s  have been f i led  to  bus inesses  w i t h  11 

backup  tha t  have  been re - f i le d  mul t i p le  t im es,  12 

a l l  du r ing  2012  due to  them be ing  r i dd led  w i th  13 

e r ro rs  tha t  have  no t  been re - ca lendared by  t he  14 

ma jo r i t y .   That ' s  ou r  unders tand ing .   And t ha t ' s  15 

been  the  na tu re  o f  t h i s  p rocess ,  i s  tha t  16 

every th ing  tha t ' s  come down has  been  re- f i l e d  and 17 

i t ' s  been sent  down over  and ove r  aga in .   I t ' s  18 

been  r idd led  w i th  mis takes .   I 'm  no t  go ing  to  pu t  19 

you guys  on  the  ho t  seat .   Bu t  I  know fu l l  we l l  20 

tha t  t ha t  f rus t ra t ion  is  sha red by  some o f  you  on  21 

th is  s ide  o f  the  a is le .   I f  t hey 've  been  f i xed ,  22 

they  have no t  been  sen t  down  to  us .   So,  23 

bas i ca l l y  f i x  t hem,  ca lendar  them,  and  then  we ' l l  24 

take  a  l ook  a t  t hem.   Bu t  we ' re  no t  go ing  t o  be  25 
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rushed  in to  th i s .  2 

 Th is  i s  we l l  too  much money.   $165  3 

m i l l ion  fo r  a  coun ty  tha t ' s  t ee ter ing  w i th  bond 4 

downgrades  i s  no t  the  pos i t i on  tha t  we ' re  go ing  5 

to  take .   F i x  the  mis takes ,  send  them down to  us ,  6 

ca lendar  them,  and  we w i l l  t ake  a  look  a t  t hem in  7 

the i r  ind i v idua l  bas is .    8 

 Aga in ,  i f  the  coun ty  execu t i ve  wan ts  to  9 

take  the  ac t i on ,  t ake  some in i t i a t i ve ,  he  c an 10 

eas i l y  spend  down.   He  has  the  money  the re .   I  11 

j us t  don ' t  unders tand why he  doesn ' t  spend i t .  12 

 Aga in ,  f rom our  pos i t i on ,  I  d idn ' t  wan t  13 

to  ge t  i n  a  b ig  th ing  and a  back  and  fo r th ,  and 14 

I 'm go ing  to  reserve  anymore  comments ,  P res id ing  15 

O f f i ce r ,  because  I  sa id  I  wou ld .  16 

 Bu t  tha t ' s  ou r  pos i t ion  where  we  s tand  17 

today .  18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  Mr .  19 

Abrahams.  20 

 Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo .  21 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    I  jus t  t h ink  i t ' s  22 

k ind  o f  s i l l y ,  t he  a rgumen t  tha t ' s  be ing  ma de.  23 

 I f  you  l ook  a t  t he  t ranscr ip t s  f rom the  24 

budget  hea r ings ,  t he  m inor i t y  went  ou t  o f  t h e  way 25 
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to  po in t  ou t  tha t  every  revenue tha t  t hey  c ou ld  2 

po in t  ou t  was  r i sky ,  eve ry  expend i tu re  was under  3 

es t ima ted,  t ha t  the  budget  was  pu t  t ogether  w i th ,  4 

you know,  paper  c l ips  and s t r i ng ,  and tha t  t he  5 

coun ty  was  in  rea l  d i re  s t ra i t s .   And now,  t hey  6 

say  there ' s  $40  mi l l ion  there ,  j us t  g rab  i t .   7 

There ' s  no th ing  e l se  to  spend  tha t  money  on .   8 

I t ' s  r id icu lous .   I t ' s  cover  fo r  wha t  you w ant  to  9 

do ,  wh ich  is  tha t  you won ' t  vo te  fo r  t h i s  u n t i l  10 

we  agree  tha t  you ge t  the  d i s t r i c t s  you wan t .   11 

You s ta ted  tha t  in  the  newspa per .   You  made  tha t  12 

pos i t i on .   When  you found ou t  i t  was  un tena b le  13 

and dangerous ,  you ' re  t r y ing  to  sp in  th i s .   Bu t  14 

tha t ' s  ano the r  th ing .  15 

 Second ly ,  you  a t tacked  some o f  t hese  16 

i t ems say ing  i t ' s  unpro fess iona l ,  r i dd led  w i th  17 

e r ro rs .   Then  I  wou ld  ask  the  mino r i ty ,  i f  18 

they ' re  so  concerned  about  Mr .  Curc io  and a l l  the  19 

o the r  bus iness  owners  ou t  the re  in  the  coun ty  no t  20 

ge t t ing  the i r  t ax  re funds ,  t hen I  wou ld  ask  them 21 

to  spec i fy  to  the  admin i s t ra t i on  wha t  mis ta kes  22 

have  been made and  wha t  needs  to  be  done  to  be  23 

co r rec ted .   Obv ious l y  you ' re  no t  vo t ing  fo r  th is  24 

today .   Bu t  t he re ' s  a  new year  coming.   So,  i f  25 
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you exp la in  to  the  admin is t ra t ion  exac t l y  w hat  2 

m is takes  have  been  made,  then  they  cou ld  ma ke 3 

those co r rec t ions ,  b r i ng  these  i tems  back  t o  us ,  4 

vo te  fo r  t hem,  and  we ' l l  app rove  them and a l l  5 

those peop le  who  need the  re funds ,  Mr .  Curc io ' s  6 

assoc ia ted  bus inesses ,  w i l l  ge t  the i r  money .  7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  Kope l .  8 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    I  want  to  speak now 9 

as  someone  who ac tua l l y  runs  a  bus iness .   I  know 10 

we 've  go t  o thers  here  as  we l l ,  and  I  hope t hey ' l l  11 

ag ree w i th  me .  12 

 When  we ' re  ta lk ing  about  a  reserve  fund 13 

as  sma l l  as  we have fo r  th is  county ,  i f  we invade 14 

tha t  f und,  t he  sma l l  amoun t  t ha t  we 've  go t  l e f t ,  15 

we ' re  on  ex t reme ly  dangerous  g round.   You c an ' t  16 

run  any  en te rpr i se  a t  a l l  w i th  no  money in  the  17 

bank .   I t  i s  jus t  i r respons ib le .   You are  j us t  18 

ask ing  fo r  t roub le  because  then you have  an  19 

emergency  and  you ' ve  go t  no th ing ,  and you 've  go t  20 

the  poss ib i l i t y  o f  peop le  ac tua l l y  go ing  an d  21 

pu l l ing  money  ou t  o f  you r  bank  account  fo r  22 

j udgments ,  and judgmen ts  happen a l l  the  t im e .    23 

 I  want  to  jo in  i n  the  sugges t ion  by  24 

Leg is la to rs  Muscare l la  and  N ico le l lo  tha t  p e rhaps  25 
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you migh t  spec i f y  a  fo rmat  in  wh ich  you wou l d  2 

l i ke  to  see th ings .  3 

 There  is  no  one  who ha tes  bo r row ing  as  4 

much  as  I  do ,  and no  one  who  recogn izes  be t te r  5 

than  I  do  tha t  bor rowing  long  te rm to  pay  w hat  6 

a re  essent ia l l y  shor t - te rm ob l iga t ions  i s  a  7 

rea l l y  bad  th ing ,  i t ' s  j us t  a  ve ry  bad  pa th .   Bu t  8 

I  be l i eve  tha t  we ' re  on  the  pa th  towards  en d ing  9 

th is .   I  t h ink  we ' re  c lear ly  on  the  pa th  to wards  10 

end ing  th i s  and  i t ' s  t ime.   Bu t  we 've  go t  t o  do  11 

i t  i n  a  respons ib le  way.   R igh t  now there  i s  no  12 

o the r  way to  do  i t  bu t  t o  go  ahead  w i th  the  13 

bond ing .  14 

 We can ' t  go  i n to  the  reserve  fund;  I  15 

th ink  tha t ' s  a  f r i vo lous  suggest ion  a l l  tog e ther .   16 

I  rea l l y  do  th ink  so .   I  t h ink  the  reserve  fund 17 

i s  f a r  t oo  l ow as  i t  i s  fo r  an  en terpr ise  o f  t h i s  18 

s ide .  19 

 So  why  don ' t  you  come up ,  se r ious l y ,  come 20 

up  w i th  a  fo rma t  and  spec i fy  the  fo rma t  in  wh ich  21 

you wou ld  l i ke  to  see th is  done.   I ,  f o r  on e ,  22 

w i l l  suppor t  the  e f fo r t  to  t r y  to  ge t  the  23 

admin i s t ra t i on  to  respond in  tha t  exac t  fo r mat .   24 

And le t ' s  ge t  t h is  done qu ick l y  and 25 
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exped i t i ous l y .  2 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     I f  I  - -  and I 'm 3 

go ing  to  be  sho r t ,  Mr .  Kope l .  4 

 We have made  ou r  concerns  fu l l y  known to  5 

the  admin i s t ra t i on .   But  i f  you  need  to  hav e  any  6 

reco rd  o f  i t ,  we  a re  l ook ing  fo r  t he  cer t io rar is  7 

to  be  presen ted  in  the  way  tha t  they  were  8 

p resen ted  when we were  i n  the  ma jo r i t y .   Whe n 9 

Coun ty  Execu t ive  Suozz i  p resen ted  them to  u s ,  10 

tha t ' s  t he  fo rma t  tha t  we ' re  used to ,  tha t ' s  t he  11 

fo rmat  tha t  we ' re  look ing  a t .   Tha t ' s  no t  t he  12 

fo rmat  tha t  we have seen  i t  i n .   I f  i t ' s  co r rec t ,  13 

then  we ' l l  be  happy to  do  i t .   To  answer  yo u r  14 

ques t ion  more  d i rec t ly  w i thou t  go ing  i n to  a  b ig  15 

back  and  fo r th ,  tha t ' s  wha t  we ' re  look ing  f o r .  16 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Le t  me  ask  you  - -  17 

Greg ,  Greg ,  can  you do  us  a  favo r ,  p lease?  Go  18 

ahead and take  a  l ook  a t  a l l  o f  these i t ems  he re  19 

and jus t  go  back  and  ge t  someth ing  f rom the  20 

Suozz i  admin i s t ra t ion ,  go  back  and  ge t  t he  exac t  21 

fo rm and  use  those  - -  make  su re  they  a re  exa c t ly  22 

i n  the  same fo rmat .   Wou ld  you  do  tha t  f o r  us?  23 

 MR.  MAY:    Abso lu te l y .  24 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Can you do  tha t  25 
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ra ther  qu i ck l y?  2 

 MR.  MAY:    L i ke  today  qu ick ly ,  o r?  3 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    I t  doesn ' t  mat te r  4 

today ,  anymore .  5 

 MR.  MAY:    I 'm jus t  look ing  to  sa t is fy  6 

your  request .  7 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Can you ge t  us  a l l  8 

the  ce r t io ra r is  tha t  you  wan t  and pu t  i t  in to  the  9 

exac t  same fo rma t ,  exac t  same fo rmat  tha t  wa s 10 

used  in  the  Suozz i  admin is t ra t ion .  11 

 MR.  MAY:    I  be l ieve  the re 's  - -  12 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    As  a  mat te r  o f  f ac t ,  13 

can you br ing  us  a  compar i son  - -  14 

 MR.  MAY:    a  sp readsheet  tha t  a l l  o f  t he  15 

i t ems have  been  submi t ted  in .   For  the  th re e  16 

years  tha t  I ' ve  been  here  i t ' s  been the  sam e 17 

fo rmat .   Bu t  we  can ce r ta in l y  compare  what ' s  been 18 

submi t ted .  19 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Le t ' s  ge t  passed  20 

tha t .   Le t ' s  ge t  passed i t .   Jus t  b r ing  us  a  copy  21 

o f  wha t  they ' ve  done  in  the  Suozz i  admin is t ra t ion  22 

and br ing  us  the  new ones in  exac t ly  t ha t  sa me 23 

fo rmat .   Jus t  p resen t  i t  s ide  by  s ide ,  one fo r  24 

compar ison  and one  fo r  passage ,  and ge t  i t  done 25 
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as  qu ick ly  as  you can and prov ide  i t  t o  the  2 

m ino r i ty  l eader  and everyone  e lse  who wants  i t .   3 

And we  wan t  i t .   Eve ryone e l se  who  needs  i t .  4 

 MR.  MAY:    Abso lu te l y .  5 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Ge t  i t  t o  us  qu ick ly ,  6 

wou ld  you?  7 

 MR.  MAY:    A l l  r igh t .  8 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Thanks .  9 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     When  th i s  goes  10 

on ,  one qu ick  th ing  too .   The  fo rmat  i s  obv ious l y  11 

impor tan t  to  us .   Bu t  as  I  sa id  be fo re ,  and  I  12 

guess  th is  i s  where  we  fundamenta l l y  d isagr ee,  i s  13 

tha t  we be l i eve  tha t  t he  money  tha t  i s  s i t t i ng  14 

there  shou ld  be  spen t  down  and  be  u t i l i zed .   I  15 

unders tand  your  pos i t i on  abou t  the  fac t  tha t  i t ' s  16 

pa r t  o f  the  rese rves  and  we shou ld  a lways  h ave  a  17 

po r t ion  o f  money  tha t ' s  there  fo r  the  reserv es ;  18 

any  smar t  bus iness  wou ld  do  tha t ,  we  to ta l l y  19 

ag ree w i th  be ing  ab le  to  have  some t ype o f  20 

rese rve .   Bu t  we  hones t l y  be l i eve  tha t  t h is  money 21 

- -  t ha t  these fo lks  have  been  s i t t ing  ou t  t h ere  22 

fo r  qu i te  some t ime,  and  you  can  eas i l y  rep len ish  23 

the  rese rves  w i th  whatever  we  dec ide  to  do ,  24 

assuming  tha t  t h is  s tu f f  i s  ac tua l l y  accura te .   25 
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No t  th is  s tu f f ,  bu t  the  s tu f f  tha t  we wou ld  2 

ac tua l l y  do .   So  wha t  I 'm ta l k ing  abou t  i s  t he  3 

poss ib i l i t y  t ha t  i f  there  is  an  ag reemen t  o n  some 4 

o f  t he  cer t i o ra r is ,  you  cou ld  eas i l y  rep len i sh  5 

the  rese rves  as  a  fu tu re  da te  to  be  ab le  to  6 

hand le  tha t .  7 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    The prob lem is ,  8 

Leg is la to r  Ab rahams,  i s  tha t  w i thout  some s o r t  o f  9 

a  rea l l y  rea l  good  fee l ,  some k ind  o f  reass u rance 10 

tha t  g iven  the  fo rma t  tha t  you 've  reques ted  tha t  11 

th is  wou ld  ac tua l l y  pass ,  i t ' s  i r respons ib l e ,  12 

i t ' s  dangerous .   You  can ' t  spend  you r  way d own  to  13 

ze ro .   You  jus t  can ' t  do  i t  because you ' re  14 

cour t i ng  d isas te r .   I f  we had  some reassura nce ,  I  15 

suppose - -  I  don ' t  know.   I 'm  no t  ab le  to  sp eak 16 

fo r  the  admin is t ra t i on .   But  i f  they  had  so me 17 

assu rance tha t  g iven  the  fo rma t  tha t  you  wa n t  18 

you ' re  ac tua l l y  go ing  to  go  ahead and pass  th i s ,  19 

maybe tha t  wou ld  make sense.   I  don ’ t  know.  20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    A t  t h i s  t ime  I  21 

see tha t  Depu ty  Coun ty  Execu t i ve  T im Su l l i v an  is  22 

he re ,  who wou ld  l i ke  to  speak  w i th  us .  23 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    Jus t  t o  c la r i f y  one 24 

po in t .   Thank  you,  P res id ing  O f f i cer  Gonsa l ves .  25 
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 The 40  m i l l i on  was  acc rued  las t  year ,  and 2 

tha t  i s  p r imar i l y  c i ted  by  the  ra t ing  agenc ies  3 

fo r  the  pressure  on  the  ra t i ng .   And  they 'v e  4 

c i ted  the  inab i l i t y  o f  t he  l eg is la tu re  to  p ass  5 

the  teno r  to  the  mul t i -yea r  p lan  wh ich  assum ed  6 

$305  m i l l i on  o f  f i nanc ing ,  wh ich  was  the  mu l t i -7 

year  p lan  worked  ou t  w i th  NIFA ove r  four  yea rs ,  8 

tha t ' s  c i t ed  w i th in  the i r  repo r t s  as  p ressu re  on  9 

the  ra t i ng ,  wh ich  u l t ima te ly  w i l l  lead  to  m ore  10 

taxpayer  do l l a rs  i f  we  do  ge t  downgraded .   So i t  11 

c rea tes  fu r ther  s t ress  and  fu r ther  cos t  to  the  12 

taxpayer .  13 

 MR.  MAY:    Madame Pres id ing  O f f i ce r ,  i f  I  14 

cou ld  jus t  add.   Regard ing  the  fo rma t  o f  th e  tax  15 

ce r t io ra r i s  as  they  are  presen ted  by  the  16 

admin i s t ra t i on ,  we ' re  us ing  the  same fo rm t ha t  17 

was deve loped  by  I  be l ieve  Leg is la to r  Becke r  and  18 

Leg is la to r  Denenberg ,  i t ' s  t ha t  sp readsheet  tha t  19 

they  wan ted.   That  has  been how we 've  prese n ted  20 

i t  f o r  t he  th ree  tha t  I ' ve  been he re ,  a lmos t  21 

th ree  years  tha t  I ' ve  been  he re .  22 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  23 

Denenberg ,  you ' re  i t .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Mr .  May,  Mr .  25 
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Kope l ,  l e t  me  ge t  to  wha t  you  sa id .   But  2 

Leg is la to r  Kope l  sa id  what  wou ld  you  wan t  a  3 

bus iness  to  do?   One  th ing  a  bus iness  ce r ta in l y  4 

shou ldn ’ t  do  is  bo r row fo r  money  tha t  we  a l ready  5 

go t  years  ago  and a l ready  spen t  and then  bo r row 6 

to  pay  i t  back  as  opposed to  t ry  to  pay  i t  ou t  o f  7 

opera t ing .   So  I ,  fo r  one,  wa s  very  much  8 

bo r row ing  ins tead o f  pay ing  opera t ing .  9 

 Over  the  yea rs  we had 50  m i l l i on  i n  10 

opera t ing  expenses .   Sor ry ,  Mr .  May,  tha t  m ust  be  11 

an  impor tan t  ca l l .   I  guess  we ' l l  wa i t .  12 

 MR.  MAY:   I  apo log ize ,  Leg is la to r  13 

Denenberg .   But  I  on ly  answer  the  phone i f  i t ' s  14 

one o f  my bosses .   I t  was  a  number  tha t  was  15 

un fami l i a r  and I  j us t  wanted  to  make  sure  i t  16 

wasn ' t  one  o f  my  bosses .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    That ' s  okay .  18 

 The bo t tom l i ne  is  t h i s .   Le t  me  say  a  19 

few th ings .   A  l o t ' s  been sa id  up  he re .  20 

 We wen t  f rom a  po in t  where  we  pa id  $50  21 

m i l l ion  as  you go  fo r  a  l i ab i l i t y  tha t  rea l l y  22 

shou ld  no t  be  bo r rowed  fo r .   The re 's  no th in g  the  23 

ra t i ng  agenc ies  l i ke  l ess  than  when we  bor r ow fo r  24 

tax  ce r t s .   Bu t  I ,  f o r  one ,  whethe r  i t  was  the  25 
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Gu lo t ta  admin is t ra t i on ,  the  S uozz i  2 

admin i s t ra t i on ,  o r  t h i s  admin i s t ra t i on ,  tog e ther  3 

w i th  Leg is la to r  Becker ,  we  have neve r  vo ted  fo r  a  4 

se t t lement  un less  we  saw the  backup tha t  wo u ld  5 

show who  the  se t t l emen t  i s  go ing  to ,  who  th ey ' re  6 

be ing  represented  by ,  and why  we ' re  mak ing  tha t  7 

paymen t .  8 

 So  anyone who  i s  a  bus iness  pe rson ,  and 9 

Leg is la to r  Kope l  wen t  o f f  on  bus iness  pe rso n .   NO 10 

bus iness  person  wou ld  bo r row $160 mi l l ion  t o  pay  11 

fo r  someth ing  tha t  t hey  don ' t  know who  they ' re  12 

pay ing ,  they  don ' t  know why they ' re  pay ing  i t ,  13 

they  don ' t  know who is  ge t t in g  wha t  amount ,  and 14 

they  don ' t  know why tha t  amoun t ' s  be ing  pa i d .  15 

 Those char ts  tha t  Leg is la to r  Becke r  and I  16 

were  l ook ing  fo r ,  those char t s ,  someth ing  w as 17 

f i led  abou t  87 ,  87  o f  those char ts  were  f i l ed  18 

tha t  t o ta l  a  g rand  to ta l  o f  abou t  $30 mi l l i on  19 

wor th  o f  se t t lemen ts .   They  have  never  been  20 

ca lendared  by  the  leg i s la tu re ,  bu t  t hey  wer e  21 

f i led  by  you r  o f f i ce .   They  don ' t  even  come  c lose  22 

to  $160 mi l l i on .   And no t  a  s ing le  one  o f  t hose,  23 

o f  cou rse ,  were  fo r  res idents .   So  to  say  t ha t  24 

th is  i s  money tha t ' s  go ing  to  go  to  Sandy v i c t ims 25 
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who now don ' t  have  the i r  home,  l ess  than  f i ve  2 

pe rcen t  cou ld  even t  poss ib ly  go  to  res ident s ,  3 

much  less  Sandy  v i c t im  res iden ts .   Mos t  o f  t h i s  4 

i s  f o r  commerc ia l  tax  ce r t s .   And as  Leg is l a to r  5 

Abrahams sa id  we  don ' t  know who i t ' s  go ing  t o ,  we 6 

don ' t  know why i t ' s  go ing ,  we  don ' t  know wh a t  the  7 

se t t lement  i s .   And th is  body ,  a t  leas t  I ' v e  8 

neve r  vo ted  fo r  a  s ing le  se t t l emen t  o r  bor r owing  9 

fo r  tha t  se t t lemen t  w i thou t  know ing each  ca se 10 

tha t  we ' re  approv ing ,  what  the  amoun ts  a re ,  and 11 

why.   You can  keep  say ing  wrong,  and  you ' re  wrong 12 

because I  wen t  back  th rough each  o f  i t .  13 

 We vo ted  on  se t t lements  and bond ing  on ly  14 

a f te r  we  used  50  m i l l i on  pay- as-you-go ,  and  then  15 

on ly  a f te r  we  had the  char ts  and  knew what  we 16 

were  approv ing .   The re 's  no th ing  back ing  th i s  up .   17 

No th ing .  18 

 Good  bus inessmen  don ' t  bor row $160  19 

m i l l ion  and say  le t  someone e l se  dec ide  how  to  20 

g i ve  i t  ou t  w i thou t  any  check  or  ba lance .   And  21 

we ' re  no t  do ing  i t .   Per iod .  22 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    A t  t h i s  t ime  I 'm  23 

go ing  to  ca l l  t he  ques t ion .  24 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  th is  o rd inance  25 
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s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye.  2 

 (Aye . )  3 

 Any  opposed?  4 

 (Nay . )  5 

 The i t em fa i l s ,  ten  to  e igh t .  6 

 The nex t  i tem i s  I tem 6 ,  wh ich  i s  7 

Ord inance 264 .  8 

 Mo t ion ,  p lease?  9 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     So  moved .  10 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Seco nd.  11 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Moved  by  12 

Leg is la to r  Dunne ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  13 

Muscare l la .  14 

 Who is  here  to  speak?  15 

 MR.  MAY:    We have  Deputy  Coun ty  16 

Execut ive  T im Su l l i van  and  Roseanne D 'A l lev a ,  17 

whose exac t  t i t l e  I  be l i eve  i s  Ac t ing  D i rec tor  o f  18 

Budget .  19 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Okay .   Thank  you ,  20 

Mr .  May.  21 

 MS.  D 'ALLEVA:    Good  a f te rnoon .   Any  22 

ques t ions?  23 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Are  there  any  24 

ques t ions  f rom the  l eg is la to rs?   Leg is la to r  25 
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Denenberg .  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Mr .  D 'A l leva ,  a t  3 

my  request  as  we l l  as  o the r  l eg i s la to rs ,  yo u  4 

p rov ided  some o f  t he  backup fo r  th is  supp le men ta l  5 

approp r ia t ion  o f  $95  m i l l i on .  6 

 MS.  D 'ALLEVA:    Yes .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    What  i t  shows is  8 

63  m i l l i on ,  i f  I 'm  no t  m is taken,  62 .4  mi l l i on  o f  9 

expenses  tha t  e i ther  have been  spent  o r  a re  10 

cont rac ted  to  be  expended,  i s  tha t  cor rec t?  11 

 MS.  D 'ALLEVA:    Ac tua l l y ,  I  have  a  to ta l  12 

o f  about  75  m i l l ion .   I  be l i eve  the  62  tha t  you 13 

a re  re fe r r ing  to  i s  DE expenses.   So  we hav e  14 

abou t  75  m i l l ion  o f  overa l l .   And what 's  a l so  no t  15 

coun ted in  tha t  number  i s  s t ra igh t  t ime,  f r i nge,  16 

some comp t ime a l l oca t ion ,  and  a  few  o thers ,  17 

wh ich  in  to ta l i t y  migh t  be  an  add i t i ona l  s i x  18 

m i l l ion .  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   So we ' re  20 

up  to  75 .   You a re  ask ing  us  to  approve 95  21 

m i l l ion ,  r igh t?  22 

 MS.  D 'ALLEVA:    That 's  cor rec t .  23 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And the  reason  24 

fo r  ask ing  fo r  t he  supp lemen ta l  approp r ia t i on  25 
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tha t ' s  20  mi l l i on  more  than what  we need  r i gh t  2 

now is  wha t?  3 

 MS.  D 'ALLEVA:    We l l  cur ren t l y  we have  4 

documenta t ion  fo r  over  about  $81  m i l l i on .   Th i s  5 

i s  k ind  o f  l i ke  a  work  i n  p ro g ress  because a l l  6 

the  depar tmen ts  haven ' t  pu t  i n  the i r  ove r t i me.   I  7 

mean ,  they  have  most ly ,  bu t  some ove r t ime h asn ' t  8 

been  documen ted  ye t .   I  know we have  i ssues  in  9 

some depar tments ,  a l l  the  ove r t ime  hasn ' t  b een  10 

documented ,  as  we l l  as  POs  and  requ is i t i ons  are  11 

no t  comp le te l y  i n  fo r  a l l  the  depar tments  f o r  12 

tha t  t ime pe r iod .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    G iven  tha t  we 14 

jus t  hea rd  how d i re  i t  i s ,  even though  I  do n ' t  15 

th ink  Leg is la to r  Abrahams was  ta lk ing  about  us ing  16 

rese rves  a t  a l l  bu t  ra ther  wha t ' s  been  budge ted 17 

when  i t  came to  tax  ce r t s .   Bu t  how bad i t  wou ld  18 

be  to  use  ou r  rese rve  fund .  19 

 I  asked you abou t  th is  be fore .   The 20 

coun ty  reques ted  an  add i t i ona l  $20  m i l l i on  wor th  21 

o f  t ax  an t ic ipa t ion  no tes ,  wh ich  wou ld  he lp  come 22 

up  w i th  th is  95  mi l l ion  once  we okay  tha t  23 

approp r ia t ion .  How a re  we go ing  to  ba lance lay ing  24 

ou t  the  money  be fo re  we ge t  i t  back?  25 
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 MS.  D 'ALLEVA:    F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  what  we 've  2 

t r ied  to  do  i n  con junc t i on  w i th  the  compt ro l le r ' s  3 

o f f i ce  i s  se t  up  th i s  separa te  fund fo r  the  4 

approp r ia t ions .   Wha t  we ' re  hop ing  to  do  is  tha t  5 

th is  w i l l  enab le  us  to  ba lance  the  fund as  6 

qu ick l y  and as  accura te l y  as  we can as  the  7 

re imbursemen ts  come th rough f rom the  federa l  8 

gove rnment .   The  $20  m i l l i on  tha t  you ' re  9 

re fe r r ing  to  i s  cash  f low.   So  the  county  10 

bas i ca l l y ,  because  we ' re  t ry ing  to  pay  our  11 

workers  as  qu ick ly  as  poss ib le ,  in  te rms  o f  12 

over t ime  and  vendors  as  we l l ,  we  needed som e cash 13 

f l ow  in  o rde r  to  b r i dge us  to  when  the  14 

re imbursemen ts  come th rough.   Bu t  the  reaso n  we 15 

se t  up  the  separa te  fund  i s  so  tha t  we  can 16 

accoun t  fo r  eve ry th ing  i n  one  spec i f i c  p lace  by  17 

depar tment  and then submi t  f o r  t hose  18 

re imbursemen ts  accord ing ly .  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    My  concern  - -  I  20 

mean ,  i t ' s  appropr ia te  tha t  i t  shou ld  be  se t  i n  a  21 

separa te  i tem.   As  Mr .  A rno ld  sa id ,  jus t  to  ge t  22 

re imbursemen t  m igh t  be  c r i t i c a l  to  pu t  i t  i n  a  23 

separa te  i tem.   My  concern  i s  pay ing  the  b i l l s  as  24 

they  come due  be fo re  we ge t  money back .   Mr .  25 
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Su l l i van  I  t h ink  - -  I  don ' t  know i f  you  sha red  my 2 

concern  bu t  you  ce r ta in l y  ag reed  tha t  peop l e  - -  3 

and New Or leans  is  s t i l l  wa i t i ng  fo r  some o f  t he  4 

money f rom Ka t r i na .   We ' re  s t i l l  wa i t i ng  fo r  5 

money f rom I rene .   I 'm  jus t  wonder ing  how w e ' re  6 

go ing  to  hand le  the  cash  f low  un t i l  we  ge t  - -  7 

 MS.  D 'ALLEVA:    We ' re  de f i n i t e ly  tak ing  8 

p recau t ions  i n  cer ta in  aspec ts .   I  t h ink  we ' re  9 

go ing  to  ge t  bas ica l l y  our  ta x  revenues are  go ing  10 

to  come in  p robab ly  Februa ry .   I n  te rms o f  cash 11 

f l ow ,  we  jus t  needed  the  20  m i l l ion  to  b r id ge us .   12 

The expend i tu res  a re  go ing  ou t  qu i ck ly .   We  13 

an t i c ipa te  tha t  we  w i l l  ge t  re imbursemen t  q u ick l y  14 

as  we l l ,  because  we are  work ing  w i th  our  15 

depar tments ,  w i th  FEMA d i rec t l y  to  submi t  p ro jec t  16 

workshee ts  so  tha t  we can ge t  re imbursed  as  17 

qu ick l y  as  poss ib le .   So  we 've  a l ready  had 18 

m i l l ions  ob l i ga ted  to  the  coun ty ,  we l l  over  20  19 

m i l l ion .   I  be l i eve  DPW can speak to  tha t ,  i n  20 

te rms o f  wha t  they 've  submi t t ed  on  the i r  p ro jec t  21 

workshee ts  to  FEMA.   We shou ld  be  an t i c ipa t i ng  22 

rece iv ing  mi l l i ons  o f  do l l a rs  wor th  o f  reve nue  in  23 

the  nex t  f ew  weeks .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   You  mean 25 
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in  tax  rece ip ts .  2 

 MS.  D 'ALLEVA:    No ,  no ,  no ,  no .   Th i s  i s  3 

j us t  FEMA re imbursemen t .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Because aren ' t  we 5 

s t i l l  wa i t ing  fo r  - -  d idn ' t  we  do  th is  fo r  I rene  6 

and we ' re  s t i l l  wa i t ing?  7 

 MS.  D 'ALLEVA:    No .   We 've  ac tua l l y  jus t  8 

rece ived  a l l  ou r  - -  a l l  o f  t he  respec t ive  9 

revenues  tha t  we  were  an t i c ipa t i ng  fo r  I ren e  10 

ac tua l l y  t h i s  pas t  mon th .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    That ' s  a  yea r  12 

l a te r .   That ' s  more  than  a  yea r .   I t ' s  j us t  a  13 

concern .   Obv ious l y  we  need th is  money .  14 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    I t ' s  a  concern ,  s i r ,  15 

Leg is la to r  Denenberg .   I t ' s  so r t  o f  an  unre la ted  16 

i t em.   Wha t  we ' re  ta lk ing  abou t  he re  i s  the  17 

approp r ia t ion  fo r  $95 mi l l ion .   We 've  a l rea dy ,  as  18 

Budget  D i rec tor  D 'A l leva  j us t  s ta ted ,  75  mi l l i on  19 

was documented here  and f r inges  and th ings  were  20 

l e f t  ou t .   P re t t y  soon  we ' re  go ing  to  be  co ming 21 

back  w i th  an  add i t iona l  reque s t .   We  know de br is  22 

remova l  i s  way sho r t .   We ' re  go ing  to  need 23 

add i t i ona l  f unds  fo r  deb r i s  remova l .   Th is  i s  24 

j us t  se t t i ng  up  the  approp r ia t ions .  25 
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 I  share  your  concern  w i th  respec t  to  the  2 

rece ip t  o f  cash ,  and  tha t ' s  someth ing  we ' l l  have  3 

to  manage.   I f  t ha t  became p rob lemat ic ,  we wou ld  4 

have  to  look  to  do  a  revenue  ant ic ipa t ion  n o t i ce  5 

o r  someth ing  l i ke  tha t  f rom the  marke t .   R i gh t  6 

now we ' re  t r y ing  to  ba lance i t ,  as  Roseanne  sa id .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    The o the r  amounts  8 

we  were  asked ,  wh ich  were  in f ras t ruc tu re  9 

approva ls ,  obv ious ly  we were  bond ing  tha t .  10 

 Le t  me  ask  you,  i f  t h i s  i s  95  mi l l ion  and 11 

I  rece ived  f rom your  o f f i ce ,  Ms.  D 'A l l eva ,  I  12 

guess  tha t ' s  f rom Mr .  Su l l i van  as  we l l  t hen ,  13 

62 .48  or  62 .5 ,  t o  round o f f ,  m i l l i on  do l la r s  o f  14 

money o f  f unds  tha t  were  i den t i f ied ,  how pru dent  15 

i s  i t  tha t  $20 m i l l i on ,  20  m i l l i on  o f  th is  95  16 

went  to  one company in  wha t  essent ia l l y  i s  a  no-17 

b id  cont rac t ,  t ha t  l ooks  g rea t  serv i ces .  18 

 MS.  D 'ALLEVA:    We l l ,  in  te rms  o f  the  19 

p rocuremen t ,  i t  was  an  emergency  p rocu remen t .   20 

I ' ve  been assured tha t  a l l  t he  p rocu rement  21 

p rocedures  were  fo l l owed  acco rd ing ly  i n  an  22 

emergency  s i t ua t ion .   I  th ink  tha t  DPW can speak  23 

to  tha t  more  fa i r l y  than  I  can .  24 

 I  do  know tha t  DPW has  reques ted  tha t  the  25 
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approp r ia t ions  be  increased because there  a re  2 

m i l l ions  o f  do l l a rs  wor th  o f  app ropr ia t i ons  tha t  3 

have  no t  been  accoun ted fo r  ye t  he re .   So i n  4 

te rms o f  t ha t  p rocuremen t  p rocedure ,  I  rea l l y  5 

can ' t  speak  to  i t .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Do  we  have  7 

someone - -  peop le  f rom DPW - -  8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Ho ld  on .   Ho ld  9 

on ,  Mr .  Denenberg .  10 

 I  w i l l  r em ind  you tha t  Mr .  Ma l le t te  gave  11 

tes t imony a t  the  l as t  meet ing  tha t  we heard ,  and  12 

i t  was  qu i te  ex tens i ve ,  rega rd ing  the  13 

requ i remen ts  con t rac t  and the  company tha t  was  14 

h i red .  15 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    Good  a f te rnoon .   R ich  16 

Ma l le t te ,  Pub l i c  Works .   17 

 Ques t ion?  18 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    My  ques t ion  is  19 

where  th is  supp lemen ta l  approp r ia t ion  is  $9 5  20 

m i l l ion ,  I ' ve  seen  la id  ou t  62 .5  m i l l i on  o f  where  21 

the  expend i tu res  wen t  so  fa r .   One  con t rac t  a lone 22 

looks  grea t ;  se rv i ces  is  $20  m i l l i on  o f  th i s  23 

approp r ia t ion ,  so  i t ' s  more  than  20  pe rcent  o f  24 

the  en t i re  appropr ia t i on  and  i t ' s  abou t  - -  i t ' s  25 
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a lmost  one - th i rd  o f  what 's  be en spen t  to  da t e .   2 

So  I 'm  wonder ing  why  one  con t rac to r  ge ts  one  $20  3 

m i l l ion  no -b id  con t rac t .  4 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    I t ' s  no t  a  no -b id  5 

cont rac t .   I t ' s  a  requ i remen ts  con t rac t .   I t  was  6 

es tab l i shed when  the  debr i s  management  p rog ram 7 

was brough t  i n  i n  2009 ,  March  2009 .   The re  were  8 

four  recommended  federa l  con t rac to rs  who  do  th is  9 

work .   F rom tha t  f ou r  pe rson  l i s t ,  you  can 10 

contac t  any  one  o f  t hose ,  te l l  t hem your  ne eds .   11 

Whoever  can mee t  you r  needs and meet  you r  p r ice  12 

po in t  a re  the  peop le  you  b r ing  i n  fo r  tha t  event .   13 

Once  the  even t  i s  over ,  the  cont rac t  goes  i n to  14 

abeyance  and  they ' re  no t  work ing  fo r  t he  co unty .   15 

Looks  Grea t  Serv ices  has  $20  m i l l i on  becaus e  they  16 

p i cked  up  a l l  o f  t he  t ree  debr is  a l l  t h roug hou t  17 

the  coun ty  as  we l l  as  any  cons t ruc t i on  debr i s  18 

tha t  was  in  coun ty  a reas .   So  the i r  p r ice  i s  19 

go ing  to  be  - -  i t  looks  l i ke  you ' re  say ing  i t ' s  a  20 

th i rd ,  i t  w i l l  p robab ly  be  more  when  they ' r e  21 

done .  22 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Does  tha t  inc lude 23 

the  cos t  o f  remova l  - -  no t  j us t  remova l  o f  t he  24 

debr is  f rom the  s t ree ts  and pub l ic  a reas ,  b u t  25 
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d i sposa l?  2 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    I t  i nc ludes  every th ing  3 

f rom c rad le  to  g rave .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   A l l  r igh t .   5 

And we  had  four  recommended b idders  - -  6 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    Wa i t .   You ' re  ta lk ing  the  7 

20  m i l l i on .   I ’m  ta l k ing  the  con t rac t  i s  c r ad le  8 

to  g rave .   By  the  t ime  you ' re  done  w i th  the  9 

en t i re  th ing  I  wou ld  guess  i t  wou ld  be  - -  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    More  than 20  11 

m i l l ion?  12 

 MR.  MALLETTE:   qu i te  more  expens ive  than  13 

20  m i l l i on ,  yes .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    What  a re  you  15 

an t i c ipa t i ng ,  when  you  say  qu i te  a  b i t  more  16 

expens ive?  17 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    I  wou ld  say  i t  wou ld  18 

p robab ly  end  up  somewhere  around  50.  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And i t  was  20 

p ruden t  to  go  w i th  j us t  one o f  t he  fou r ,  wh a t  d id  21 

you ca l l  t hem,  recommended  con t rac to rs  fo r  a l l  o f  22 

i t  - -  23 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    Yes .   They  me t  the  - -  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    as  op posed  to  25 
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sp l i t t ing  i t  up?  2 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    They  met  the  m in imum un i t  3 

p r ice  and were  ava i l ab le  w i th  a l l  o f  t he  4 

equ ipmen t  two  days  be fore  the  s to rm.   We we re  the  5 

on ly  p lace  tha t  were  p repared  two days  be fo re  the  6 

s to rm.  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  know o ther  8 

l eg i s la to rs  have  ques t ions  on  i t ,  so  I ' l l  d e fe r  9 

to  them,  par t i cu la r l y  I  know Leg is la to rs  Ja cobs 10 

and DeRigg i -Wh i t ton .   11 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  12 

Jacobs ,  and a f te r  tha t  w i l l  be  Leg is la to r  F o rd .  13 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    Jus t  so  you know,  14 

Leg is la to r  Denenberg ,  las t  yea r ,  us ing  l ook s  15 

g rea t ,  because o f  the  sys tem tha t  we  ac tua l l y  16 

me lded  together  w i th ,  we  go t  100  percent  ba ck  on  17 

I rene when  nobody go t  100 pe rcen t .   We  got  100 .  18 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    F rom Looks  Great  19 

o r  j us t  in  genera l?  20 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    We got  100  pe rcent  back  21 

on  eve ry th ing  f rom I rene .  22 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    My  ques t ion ,  i t  23 

j us t  seemed l i ke  an  enormous  con t rac t  tha t  s tuck  24 

ou t .  25 
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 MR.  MALLETTE:   I t  i s  a  b ig  con t rac t .   And 2 

i t  was  a  huge ,  devas ta t i ng  - -  3 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  though t  we  4 

cou ld  sp l i t  i t  up .  5 

 MR.  MALLETTE:   s to rm,  and you  can ' t  c lean 6 

i t  up  fo r  $10 .  7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  8 

Jacobs ,  p lease.  9 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:     Mr .  Ma l l e t te ,  f i r s t  10 

p lace ,  I 'd  l i ke  to  say ,  s ince  we  spoke  on ly  11 

du r ing  Ru les  and  no t  i n  f ron t  o f  t he  who le  12 

l eg i s la tu re ,  tha t  once  aga in  I  app rec ia ted  you r  13 

candor .   I  t h ink  we went  ove r  th is  w i th  a  f i ne  14 

too th  comb.  15 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    Yes .  16 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    And  you  ac tua l l y  17 

sa t i s f ied  peop le  on  ru les ,  on  bo th  s ides  o f  the  18 

a i s le  as  to  wha t  was  go ing  on .  19 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    Thank you.  20 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I t  i s  a  b ig  21 

cont rac t ,  bu t  t here  were  a  l o t  o f  t rees  tha t  were  22 

a f fec ted .   Qu i te  hones t l y ,  I  imag ine  the re  w i l l  23 

be  more ,  j us t  v i sua l l y ,  f rom wha t  we ' re  see ing .  24 

 I  l i ke  tha t  you  exp la ined to  us  tha t  25 
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there  are  two  pa r t s  o f  t h i s  t ype  o f  cont rac t ;  one 2 

i s  t he  c lean ing  o f  deb r i s ,  ano ther  i s  t ree  by  3 

t ree .   And  we  even  d iscussed  tha t  even  in  o ne 4 

case  the  wrong t ype o f  con t rac t  was used  bu t  you  5 

co r rec ted  tha t .  6 

 MR.  MALLETTE:   Abso lu te l y .  7 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Okay .   I  th ink  8 

p robab ly  i t  wou ld  be  a  w ise  th ing  to  do  to  9 

i nc lude the  d iscou rse  tha t  I  have w i th  Mr .  10 

Ma l le t te  dur ing  tha t  Ru les  Commi t tee ,  i f  i t ' s  11 

a l r i gh t  w i th  the  P res id ing  O f f i cer ,  to  make  i t  12 

pa r t  o f  th is .   I  f e l t  you  were  very  fo r thcom ing,  13 

and I  want  to  g i ve  you  a  comp l imen t  beyond wha t  14 

tha t  day  was ,  and tha t  i s  tha t  I  have rece i ved  15 

emai ls  f rom peop le  i n  the  Mu t ton town  Preser ve ,  16 

wh ich  fo l l owed the  Welwyn Preserve ,  w i th  on l y  17 

comp l iments  fo r  the  way i t  was  hand led .  18 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    Thank you ver y  much.  19 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    So I  app rec ia te  the  20 

fac t  t ha t  du r ing  tha t  d i scuss ion ,  obv ious ly  what  21 

you sa id  you  meant  and  you  came th rough.   I  know 22 

o the r  leg i s la to rs  have  someth ing  they  jus t  wan t  23 

to  ask  you  abou t .  24 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    Su re .   Abso lu te l y .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Essen t ia l l y ,  what  2 

was most  re f resh ing  was be ing  honest  w i th  u s .   3 

No t  tha t  anyone  isn ' t .   I 'm no t  accus ing  an yone 4 

o f  d ishonesty .   Bu t  to  come th rough,  to  te l l  us  5 

where  an  e r ro r  may  have been  made,  to  te l l  us  how 6 

i t  was  go ing  to  be  cor rec ted .   As  a  leg i s la t o r ,  I  7 

ac tua l l y  v iew  tha t  w i th  g rea t  approva l ,  bec ause I  8 

t rus t  you now.  9 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    We l l ,  thank  you.  10 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    And  I  a l so  11 

unders tand  - -  I 'm so r ry .   I 'm  so r ry  to  say  i t  12 

th is  way ,  bu t  I  th ink  i t ' s  impor tan t  becaus e  - -  13 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    Go  ahead .  14 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  know what  you  sa id  15 

to  us  du r ing  ru les  and  a  l o t  o f  peop le  don ' t .   16 

The reason  tha t  th is  par t i cu la r  company,  p l us  17 

th ree  o the rs ,  were  i n  the  mix  was way back ,  even  18 

du r ing  Suozz i  and probab ly  maybe  even Gu lo t t t  19 

too ,  I  don ' t  know,  and  they  a re  there  to  be  20 

p i cked  on  and  they  a re  recommended  by  the  - -  21 

co r rec t  me  where  I 'm  go ing  wrong .  22 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    You ' re  a  hundred  percent  23 

r i gh t .  24 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  t ook  i t  a l l  i n .   25 
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And they ' re  the re  because o f  recommendat ions  f rom 2 

the  fede ra l  gove rnment .   And  i f ,  i n  fac t ,  t hey  3 

don ' t  l i ve  up  to  the i r  reason  fo r  be ing  4 

recommended,  the  feds  le t  you  know r igh t  aw ay - -  5 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    They  take  them o f f  t he  6 

l i s t .  7 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    t hey ' re  removed  f rom 8 

tha t  l i s t .  9 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    Cor rec t .  10 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    A re  you  p roud  o f  me?  11 

I  go t  i t .  12 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    I 'm a lways  p roud  o f  you.   13 

And you neve r  amaze me w i th  your  re ten t i on .  14 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  j us t  wanted  tha t  15 

on  the  record .  16 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    Thank you.  17 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Because  I  t h ink  you  18 

dese rve  i t  t o  be  on  the  reco rd .   And  becaus e  you  19 

gave  us  an  educa t ion ,  and tha t  educa t ion  I  w ish  20 

was in  f ron t  o f  the  who le  leg i s la tu re  becau se we  21 

a l l  love  t rees  bu t  we have  no  idea  wha t  we ' re  22 

ta lk ing  abou t .   I  apprec ia ted  tha t ,  and I  j u s t  23 

wanted  you  to  know tha t  there  was a  n i ce  24 

a f te rwards  f rom tha t ,  and tha t  i s  tha t  t he  25 
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Mu t ton town  Prese rve  wa lk  w i th  you,  peop le  w ere  2 

there ,  and  they  a l l  sa id  tha t  i t  was  comple te l y  3 

the  r i gh t  way ,  as  fa r  as  they  cou ld  see.  4 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    Thank you ver y  much.  5 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Okay .   Thank you.  6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I ’m go ing  to  add  7 

to  tha t ,  Mr .  Ma l le t te .   I  d id  ge t  a  number  o f  8 

comp l iments ,  pa r t i cu la r l y  w i th  Massapequa 9 

P reserve ,  Garv ies  Po in t ,  and  a  coup le  o f  o t hers .   10 

And you ins i s ted  tha t  the  pro toco l  t ha t  was  in  11 

p lace  had to  be  fo l l owed ,  and  i f  t hey  d idn ' t  12 

fo l l ow  i t  they  were  ou t  the  door .  13 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    And tha t ' s  wha t  we  d id .   14 

We f i red  them i f  t hey  weren ' t  fo l l ow ing  the  15 

ru les .   We f i red  tha t  cont rac tor  and  b rough t  16 

anothe r  one.  17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Abso lu te ly .   So  I  18 

thank  you on  beha l f  o f  t he  res iden ts .  19 

 Leg is la to r  Fo rd .  20 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Good a f te rnoon.  21 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    How are  you? 22 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    F ine .   How abou t  you?  23 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    Good .  24 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    I 'm  happy  r igh t  now,  25 
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on ly  because  the  e f fo r ts  down  in  N icke rson Beach .   2 

 The 20  m i l l i on  tha t  we ' re  ta l k ing  abou t  3 

w i th  the  debr is  remova l ,  i s  t ha t  j us t  fo r  t he  4 

remova l  o r  N icke rson  o r  i s  t h i s  someth ing  t ha t  5 

the  Coun ty  had a lso  - -  6 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    No .   Tha t  wou ld  be  fo r  7 

the  - -   8 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    I  wasn ' t  on  Ru les .  9 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    The 20  m i l l i on  i s  10 

vege ta t i ve  remova l .   The  N icke rson  remova l  i s  11 

where  we ' re  l ook ing  to  i nc rease on  the  amen dment .  12 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Okay .   I  guess ,  l i ke ,  13 

mov ing  fo rward ,  when  you ' re  l ook ing  fo r  14 

compensa t ion ,  I  guess ,  f rom the  fede ra l  15 

gove rnment ,  do  you  a lso ,  I  mean,  I  know tha t  t he  16 

coun ty  d id  he lp  ou t  in  var ious  towns ,  v i l la ges ,  17 

and c i t i es  - -  18 

 MR.  MALLETTE:   Yes .  19 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    i n  ass i s t i ng  in  deb r i s  20 

remova l .   I s  tha t  someth ing  tha t  t he  county  wou ld  21 

submi t  a  reques t  t o  be  - -  22 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    We w i l l  be  f i l i ng  fo r  a l l  23 

o f  t he  work  we d id  i n  c i t i es ,  towns,  and  24 

v i l l ages ,  as  we l l  as  the  Coun ty .    25 
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 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Okay .   And  i t ' s  my - -  2 

am I  cor rec t  in  assuming ,  I  guess ,  Tha t  Loo ks  3 

Grea t  i s  ac tua l l y  the  company  tha t  i s  remov ing  4 

the  debr is  f rom Nickerson or  i s  th is  a  d i f f e ren t  5 

company?  6 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    No .   Looks  Great  i s  the  7 

genera l  cont rac tor ,  and they  have go t ten  8 

subcon t rac to rs ,  loca l  subcon t rac to rs  to  do  the  9 

hau l ing  and then  down a t  S tony  Creek  they 've  se t  10 

up  a  barge  s i te  to  remove i t .   So  they  se t  up  the  11 

temp la te .   We ta lked  to  a l l  t he  vendors ,  12 

nego t ia ted  a  pr i ce  down wi th  them,  and  then  we  13 

executed .  14 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    I  t hank  you .   And  I  15 

j us t  wan t  to  a l so  make  a  comm ent .   Because I  16 

unders tand  Leg is la to r  Denenberg .   When  we l ook  a t  17 

such  a  h igh  p r i ce  tag  fo r  someth ing  tha t  we  can -18 

-  bu t ,  sor ry .   Bu t  wha t ,  you  know,  w i th  th i s  19 

company,  when  you have ,  l i ke ,  maybe i t  wou l d  be  20 

p ruden t  somet imes to  have more  than one comp any 21 

shar ing  th is .   Bu t  I  have to  say  tha t  becau se o f  22 

the  debr is  be ing  taken  ou t  o f  N ickerson Bea ch 23 

tha t ,  you  know,  to  have th is  company  ove rse e ing  24 

i t  as  we l l  as  yourse l f  and  the  county  execu t ive ,  25 
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tha t  i t  has  been  very  - -  and  I  don ' t  wan t  to  j inx  2 

th is  - -  bu t  i t  has  been a  ve ry  we l l  run  3 

opera t ion .   The  fac t  t ha t  the  respons ib i l i t y  o f  4 

th is  con t rac tor  has  been  tha t  p r io r  to  th is ,  when 5 

debr is  was  be ing  b rought  i n to  N ickerson,  ga rbage  6 

was be ing  s t rewn  a l l  ove r  L ido  and  we had t o  go  7 

sweep i t  up ,  and  a  l o t  o f  the  res idents  were  8 

comp la in ing .   I  have  to  say  tha t  t he  res ide n ts  9 

a re  ve ry  impressed  by  the  fac t  t ha t  the  t ru cks  10 

a re  cove red and  the  debr is  i s  no t  sp i l l i ng  ou t  11 

f rom the  t rucks ,  and  tha t  you  do  have peop l e  a t  12 

bo th  s i t es ,  bo th  l oca t ions ,  mon i to r i ng  13 

every th ing .   I  canno t  be l i eve  how much  debr i s  has  14 

been  removed  to  th is  da te .  15 

 I  a l so  wan t  to  add ,  a long w i th  16 

Leg is la to rs  Jacobs  and  Gonsa lves ,  to  say ,  t o  17 

comp l iment  you on  a  wonder fu l  job ,  we l l  don e .   18 

And I  thank  you .  19 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    Thank you.   And a lways  20 

remember  opera t i ona l ly  i t  a lw ays  works  be t te r  fo r  21 

your  sys tem i f  you ' re  dea l ing  w i th  one  g rou p  and  22 

one ind i v idua l  and  you  r ide  shotgun on  them  and 23 

you r i de  sho tgun  on  the i r  peop le ,  than  dea l i ng  24 

w i th  mul t i p le  peop le ,  espec ia l l y  i n  a  c r is i s  25 
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scenar io ,  tha t ' s  when someth ing  s l ips  th rou gh the  2 

c rack  and i t  becomes  an issue  nobody  wan ts .  3 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Wel l ,  I  t hank  you .  4 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    You ' re  we lcome.  5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  6 

DeRigg i -Wh i t ton .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Thank you 8 

ve ry  much,  P res id ing  O f f i cer .   How a re  you?  9 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    Good .   How a re  you  th i s  10 

a f te rnoon?  11 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:     Good.  12 

 Jus t  ge t t i ng  back  to  th i s  one  cont rac t  13 

w i th  a  l ook  a t  serv i ces .   The  way you jus t  14 

desc r ibed them,  they ' re  a  genera l  cont rac to r  so  15 

they  bas ica l l y  d is t r ibu te  the  work  to  a l l  t hese 16 

d i f f e ren t  con t rac tors  tha t  ac tua l l y  do  the  work .   17 

I s  tha t  co r rec t?  18 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    No .   They  have  - -  Looks  19 

Grea t  has  20  t ree  c rews on  Long Is land .   Th ey  are  20 

a  Hunt ing ton  company .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Bu t  we  have 22 

hundreds  work ing .  23 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    So  then what  they  do  i s  24 

these s to rm guys  a l l  know each  o ther  f rom o the r  25 
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s to rms .   So they  w i l l  have  a  bank  o f  peop le  tha t  2 

they  can  re l y  on  to  say ,  hey ,  I  need  ten  mo re  3 

bucket  t rucks ,  t en  more  p i cke rs ,  and  f i ve  m ore  o f  4 

th is  and  ten  loaders .   They  a l l  come in  bu t  5 

they ' l l  come in  under  the  b lanke t  o f  Looks  Great .   6 

Bu t  du r ing  Ka t r i na ,  say  they  had  Joe 's  C lea nup  7 

Serv ice .   They  made the i r  e r ro r  by  hav ing  J oe ' s  8 

C leanup Serv i ce  in  S t .  Joseph 's  Par i sh  and T im 's  9 

C leanup Serv ice  in  Be l ls fa re ,  and Mike 's  C le anup  10 

Serv ice ,  and  they  were  a l l  separa te .   And h av ing  11 

seen  tha t ,  we  in te rna l l y  - -  w hen  I  go t  here  we  12 

had a  d i scuss ion  about  how we  wou ld  manage our  13 

debr is  management  p rog ram and  no t  fo l l ow  th e  14 

d i sconnect  o f  mu l t ip le  peop le  do ing  the  same  job  15 

because tha t  becomes  d isas t rous .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    You have  17 

one t i t l e  bas ica l l y  fo r  a l l .  18 

 Now how many  subcont rac tors  d id  they  use?  19 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    A t  t imes  they  had ten  or  20 

15  d i f fe ren t  compan ies  work ing .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    And do  we 22 

have  any  h is to ry  on  these o the r  compan ies  t ha t  23 

were  work ing  fo r  our  con t rac t?  24 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    We have used  mos t  o f  t he  25 
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compan ies  in  some fash ion  or  t hey  have  used  them,  2 

and they  submi t ted  them prev ious  to  the  da t e  o f  3 

the  s to rm so  we  knew who  jus t  abou t  everybod y 4 

was.   I 'm no t  go ing  to  know the  guy  w i th  f i ve  5 

t ree  t rucks  f rom A labama.  6 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    That 's  wha t  7 

my  ques t ion  i s .   Do you know wha t  pe rcen tag e  was  8 

f rom out  o f  s ta te?  9 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    I  cou ldn ' t  g i ve  you a  10 

number  o f fhand .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Do  we have  12 

any  idea  o f  t he i r  t ra in ing?  13 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    I  cou ld  f i nd  ou t .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    My  concern  15 

i s  t ha t ,  a l t hough I  unders tand  you r  sys tem o f  16 

hav ing  one  company  accountab le ,  they ' re  rea l l y  17 

bas i ca l l y  a  f i gu rehead  and  th ey  were  d is t r i b u t ing  18 

the  work  to  them.  19 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    No .   He ac tua l l y  - -  they  20 

ac tua l l y  - -  Looks  Grea t  Se rv i ces  does  the  wo rk  21 

w i th  the i r  con t rac to rs .  22 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Does  some 23 

o f  t he  work .  24 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    No t  some o f  t he  work .   A  25 
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ma jo r i t y  o f  t he  work  a re  Looks  Great  con t ra c to rs .   2 

They  maybe  h i s  con t rac to rs  f rom Miss iss ipp i ,  bu t  3 

they  a re  h is .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Bu t  each  5 

t ruck  tha t  came up  here  had a  d i f f e ren t  nam e on 6 

i t .   So  the  fac t  t ha t  they ' re  rea l l y  no t  pa r t  o f  7 

the  Looks  Great  Se rv ices  Company .  8 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    I  know.   You  can ' t  see  i t  9 

as  a  company .   Say ,  in  M iss i ss ipp i  i t ' s  no t  10 

ca l l ed  Looks  Great ,  i t  m igh t  be  ca l l ed  M ike ' s  11 

T ree  and  Landscap ing ,  bu t  they  a re  bas ica l l y  12 

subs id ia r i es  - -  no t  a l l ,  bu t  some are  13 

subs id ia r i es  o f  Looks  Grea t  e l sewhere .   The re  are  14 

- -  l i s ten  to  me .   I ' ve  been d ea l ing  w i th  the  15 

un ions  eve ry  day .   The re  a re  de f in i t e l y  guys  f rom 16 

ou t  o f  t own.   Bu t  in  a  d isas te r  - -  17 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  18 

unders tand .  19 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    you  have  to  take  and  20 

bu i l d  your  a rmy  be fo re  i t  h i t s  o r  you ' re  go ing  to  21 

end up  l i ke  the  C i ty  o f  New York  ends  up ,  w i th  a  22 

p i le  fu l l  o f  s tu f f  i n  F loyd  Bennet t  F ie ld  t hey  23 

can ' t  ge t  r i d  o f  because  they  d idn ' t  have a  p lan .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  25 
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unders tand  tha t  to  a  cer ta in  deg ree.   Bu t  I  a l so ,  2 

you know,  now tha t  t he  d isas te r  has  pre t ty  much 3 

passed ,  I 'm wonder ing  - -  t hey ' re  us ing  a  lo t  o f  4 

ou t -o f -s ta te  compan ies .   I 'm  wonder ing  i f  t h ere  5 

a re  some loca l  Long Is land  compan ies  tha t  c ou ld  6 

be  ge t t i ng  tha t  work .  7 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    We have been  subs t i t u t ing  8 

l oca l  peop le  where  they  can f i t  in .  9 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Because I  10 

wou ld  l i ke  to  see the  loca l  p eop le  benef i t  f rom 11 

what 's  go ing  on .  12 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    We have been  do ing  tha t .   13 

We have been  tak ing  Long  I s land compan ies  a nd 14 

mov ing  them in ,  and mov ing  the  ou t -o f - s ta te  15 

compan ies  - -  16 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I ' d  a l so  17 

l i ke  to  see wha t  the  t ra in ing  is  f o r  t hese o ther  18 

compan ies .   I  unders tand  wha t  you ' re  say ing .   19 

Looks  Grea t  m igh t  have  a  good  repu ta t i on .   I n  my  20 

op in ion ,  we have  no  idea  who  a  l o t  o f  these  21 

compan ies  were .   I  j us t  th ink  i t  wou ld  be  - -  we 22 

can ' t  come up  he re  and  say  Looks  Great  Serv i ces  23 

does  th i s ,  t h is ,  t h i s ,  and  th i s  when  the re  a re  24 

compan ies  f rom A labama.   I  don ' t  t h ink  ther e  i s  a  25 
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d i rec t  cor re la t i on  as  much  as  - -  2 

 MR.  MALLETTE:   I  can  on ly  go  on  w i th  wha t  3 

the  conversa t ions  have  been.  4 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  jus t  have 5 

one o the r  top ic .  6 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    Yep.  7 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    When  Welwyn 8 

was c lea red,  were  any  t rees  removed?  9 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    No .   A l l  t he  t rees  - -  no  10 

t rees  were  taken  o f f  t he  p roper t y ,  f rom my 11 

unders tand ing .  12 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  have  th i s  13 

repo r t  t ha t  was  submi t ted  by  you r  depar tmen t .  14 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    R igh t .  15 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    There ' s  16 

wr i t ing  on  i t  on  the  bo t tom - -  17 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    Yep.  18 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    and i t  says  19 

d i scussed the  remova l  p rog ram - -  20 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    Okay .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    w i th  the  22 

mayor .  23 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    R igh t .   None  were  24 

removed.   Mayor  Suozz i  d idn ' t  want  them rem oved.   25 
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They  were  le f t  ons i te  and cu t  up .   Aga in  - -  2 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    F rom wha t  I  3 

unders tand ,  they  were  removed  the  f i rs t  day .   I 'm 4 

j us t  cur ious  about  why  the  word  remova l  i s  even 5 

on  here .  6 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    Aga in ,  when I  found ou t  -7 

-  when  I  f ound  ou t  t he re  was a  p rob lem in  We lwyn ,  8 

we  wen t  in ,  whe the r  i t  was  two  days  or  t h re e  days  9 

a f te r ,  we wen t  i n ,  I  changed  the  team ou t ,  t he  10 

team tha t  was  in  the re  was  f i r ed ,  and a  d i f f e ren t  11 

team was  pu t  in .  12 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Cor rec t .  13 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    Because i f  t hey  don ' t  14 

want  to  fo l l ow the  ru les  we gave  them,  I  w i l l  15 

remove  them.  16 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Bu t  we ' re  17 

s t i l l  ta lk ing  abou t  remova l  on  Thursday  - -  18 

 MR.  MALLETTE:   Aga in ,  i f  i t  was  removed -19 

-  as  soon as  I  f ound  ou t ,  i f  i t  was  removed ,  the  20 

remova l  was s topped.   D id  I  t e l l  you  i t  was  21 

s topped the  f i r s t  day?  22 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    L i s ten .   23 

Th is  work  s ta r ted  on  a  Sunday ,  and  maybe  th a t ' s  24 

the  day  you ' re  re fe r r i ng  to .   Th is  repor t ,  wh ich  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  155  Full Legislature – 12-17-12 

i s  d iscuss ing  the  remova l  o f  t hese  t rees ,  i s  a  2 

Thursday ,  the  29 th  -  3 

 MR.  MALLETTE:   I  unders tand.   Bu t  a re  any  4 

o f  t he  comments  - -  5 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    wh ich  is  6 

four  days  a f te r .  7 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    o the r  than  the  bo t tom 8 

wh ich  says  d i scussed  remova l ,  were  any  o f  t he  9 

t rees  marked  in  the  comment  box  removed?  10 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Where  wou ld  11 

tha t  be?  12 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    A l l  the  way to  the  r igh t  13 

hand  s ide .   The  comment  box  tha t  says  dropp ed 14 

t ree ,  cu t  down.   Do any  o f  t hem say  removed ?  15 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I t  doesn ' t  16 

say  i t  t he re .   But  i t  doesn ' t  say  i t  on  the  f i rs t  17 

day  e i ther ,  and  tha t ' s  when I  was  to ld  they  were  18 

removed.  19 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    They  won ' t  ge t  pa id  fo r  20 

i t  un less  i t ' s  on  the  shee t .   I f  t hey  cu t  i t  down 21 

and le f t  i t  t he re ,  t ha t ' s  wha t  they  ge t  pa i d  fo r .   22 

I f  t hey  cu t  i t  down and removed i t ,  i t  has  to  be  23 

on  the  sheet  o r  they  wou ldn ' t  ge t  pa id  fo r  i t .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    We l l ,  my  25 
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concern  is  t ha t  I  was  to ld  tha t  w i tnesses  s aw 2 

t rucks  pu l l i ng  ou t  t rees ;  maybe i t  was  i n  t he  3 

beg inn ing .   But  i f  i t ' s  s t i l l  be ing  d i scuss ed as  4 

fa r  as  wha t  to  do  w i th  the  debr i s  on  Thursd ay ,  i t  5 

doesn ' t  look  good fo r  us ,  to  be  honest .   To  6 

d i scuss  t ree  remova l  and  no t  say  abso lu te ly  no  7 

t rees  are  be ing  removed - -  8 

 MR.  MALLETTE:   As  fa r  as  we were  9 

concerned,  the  o rder  was  i f  i t ' s  a  p rese rve  you 10 

a re  to  cu t  i t  down  and  leave  i t ,  as  long  as  i t ' s  11 

no  i n  the  way  o f  a  pa th ,  wh ich  a l l  you  do  i s  cu t  12 

the  open  path .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    So  the  14 

d i scuss ion  o f  a  t ree  remova l  - -  I 'm jus t  say ing .  15 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    I t  cou ld  have  been  Mayor  16 

Suozz i .   I  spoke  w i th  h im seve ra l  t imes in  the  17 

ve ry  f i r s t  day  o r  two.  18 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    We l l  t h i s  19 

was Thursday .  20 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    Whoever  the  mon i to r  was 21 

may have  spoken  to  h im  and  he  may have  re i t e ra ted  22 

h i s  comment ,  tha t  he  doesn ' t  wan t  the  t rees  23 

removed.   I  don ' t  know where  the  no te  came f rom.  24 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    To  say  25 
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d i scuss ion  o f  remova l  makes i t  sound  l i ke  w e ' re  2 

ta lk ing  abou t  mov ing  the  t rees  o f f  o f  i t .  3 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    They ' re  no t  go ing  4 

anywhere .  5 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I t  makes  6 

the  coun ty  j us t  look .   I  j us t  have  one  o the r  7 

th ing ,  P res id ing  O f f i cer ,  i f  t ha t ' s  okay .   I  wan t  8 

to  submi t  a  l e t te r  - -  I 'm jus t  request ing  - -  9 

whethe r  o r  no t  i n  the  beg inn ing  there  was a n  10 

e r ro r ,  I  t h ink  i t  wou ld  rea l l y  be  good  w i l l  i f  we 11 

used  poss ib l y  pa r t  o f  th is  fund ing  to  pu rch ase  12 

new t rees  to  be  p lan ted  in  the  P rese rve .  13 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    You can ' t  use  any  14 

recove ry  money fo r  any th ing  o the r  than  reco very .  15 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    We l l ,  you  16 

know wha t?   Even  i f  i t  was  a  m is take  - -  the  who le  17 

l e t te r ,  bas i ca l l y  what  I 'm  a l so  concerned a bou t  18 

i s  t he re 's  been  issues  w i th  the  runo f f ,  w i t h  the  19 

t rees  tha t  were  cu t .   There  a re  a l so  i ssues  w i th  20 

the  s t ream tha t  rece ived  damage.   I t ' s  j us t  21 

mak ing  us  look  bad  to  have  th i s  d i sp lay  o f  our  22 

work .  23 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  jus t  wan t  to  24 

make  one  comment .    25 
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 I  am we l l  aware  o f  t he  fac t ,  Mr .  2 

Ma l le t te ,  tha t  t he re  i s  a  p ro toco l  i n  p lace ,  and  3 

tha t  t he  company  i s  h i red  is  we l l  aware  o f  t ha t  4 

p ro toco l  as  we l l .   And  when they  do  no t  fo l l ow  5 

tha t  p ro toco l ,  you  made i t  you r  bus iness  to  make  6 

su re  they  were  ou t .  7 

 MR.  MALLETTE:    Abso lu te ly .  8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  go t  tha t  9 

i n fo rmat ion  r i gh t  a f te r  I  go t  bombarded by  a  10 

number  o f  phone  ca l l s  f rom a  par t i cu la r  soc ie ty  11 

c la iming  tha t  t here  were  hundreds  and hundr eds  o f  12 

t rees  tha t  were  cu t  down  unnecessar i l y .   An d  we 13 

co r rec ted  tha t .   I t  was  on ly  those  t rees  th a t  14 

were  i n  the  wa lkways  - -  15 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    No .   Tha t ' s  16 

no t  t rue .  17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I 'm no t  he re  to  18 

deba te  you .  19 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Have  you  20 

been  the re ,  t hough?  21 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    L i s ten .   I  am no t  22 

go ing  to  deba te  you.   I  am te l l i ng  you  - -  23 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    There ' s  a  24 

reason  to  ta l k  about  i t .  25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    r i gh t  now tha t  I  2 

know tha t  he  d id  s top  any  unnecessary  cu t t i ng  3 

down  o f  t rees .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Un less  5 

you ' re  the re  and  you  see  i t  yourse l f  - -  6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I ' ve  been around  7 

the  coun ty  du r ing  the  en t i re  s i t ua t i on .   I  beg  8 

your  pardon.   And I  have  to  pu t  my  fa i th  an d  9 

t rus t  in  Mr .  Ma l le t te  because  o f  h is  tes t im ony  10 

tha t  he  gave  us  a t  t he  Ru les  Commi t tee ,  and  11 

conv inced a l l  o f  us  tha t  t h i s  i s  a  good th in g .   12 

And aga in ,  I  thank  you ,  Mr .  Ma l l e t tee .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    We have the  14 

photos .   I f  you 'd  l i ke  to  come,  I  wou ld  be  happy  15 

to  show you,  Norma.   I t ' s  abou t ,  you  know,  a  good 16 

m i le  wa lk  to  ge t  i n to  the  preserve  where  mo s t  o f  17 

the  damage  was done.   I t ' s  p re t t y  fa r  back  i n  the  18 

p reserve .   So  i f  you  wou ld  l i ke  to  come see  i t ,  19 

you are  more  than we lcome any t ime.  20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  th ink  i t  wou ld  21 

be  a  good th ing  to  ca l l  the  ques t ion  and  ha ve a  22 

vo te  on  I t em Number  6 .  23 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  I t em Nu mber  6  24 

p lease  ind ica te  by  say ing  aye .  25 
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 (Aye . )  2 

 Any  opposed?  3 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    No .   I 'm  4 

vo t i ng  aga ins t  i t .  5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Anybody e l se?  6 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   7 

 I t ' s  17  to  1 .  8 

 We have one more  i tem to  go ,  and  tha t  i s  9 

I t em 29,  wh ich  has  to  do  w i th  assessed  10 

va lua t ions .   Who  i s  he re  to  speak on  th i s  i t em,  11 

p lease?  12 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     So  moved .  13 

 LEGISLATOR BELESI :    Second.  14 

 Mo t ion  made by  Leg is la to r  Dunne,  seconded 15 

by  Leg is la to r  Be les i .   16 

 MR.  MAY:    Mr .  Dan  Va len t i no .  17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Okay .   Mr .  18 

Va len t ino .  19 

 MR.  VALENTINO:    I 'm  a  deputy  coun ty  20 

a t to rney  ass igned to  the  Nassau Coun ty  Depa r tmen t  21 

o f  Assessmen t .   Th is  i tem is  a  2013 genera l  tax  22 

ro l l .   Any  ques t ions?  23 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Any  ques t ions  o f  24 

Mr .  Va len t ino?  Leg is la to r  De nenberg .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Th is  i s  the  to ta l  2 

assessed  va lua t i ons  fo r  the  coun ty ,  the  tow ns,  3 

the  two c i t i es ,  and the  v i l l ages ,  co r rec t?  4 

 MR.  VALENTINO:   Cor rec t .  5 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Do  you  have the  6 

number?  7 

 MR.  VALENTINO:    The  exac t  number?   I t ' s  8 

whatever  the  budge ts  were  passed ,  and i t  wo u ld  be  9 

then  cor respond ing  to  the  taxes  tha t  a re  ex tended 10 

on  those  assessed va lues .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  asked what  the  12 

to ta l  assessed va lues  were .  13 

 MR.  VALENTINO:    The  to ta l  as sessed 14 

va lues  w i th in  each  c lass ,  w i th in  each town,  15 

w i th in  each - -  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I sn ' t  tha t  wha t  17 

we ' re  vo t i ng  on?  18 

 MR.  VALENTINO:    Tha t ' s  what  you ' re  19 

vo t i ng  on ,  yes .  20 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   So I  want  21 

to  know - -  l e t ' s  t ake  fo r  the  res ident ia l  c l ass  22 

1 ,  wha t ' s  the  to ta l  assessed  va lue  fo r  t he  23 

coun ty?  24 

 MR.  VALENTINO:    I  don ' t  have  i t .   I  on l y  25 
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have  the  gener i c  i tem he re .   I  don ' t  have t he  2 

b roken  ou t  by  c lass  w i th in  each town ,  w i th i n  each 3 

coun ty  - -  4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    You jus t  asked  me 5 

to  ask  you  whether  i t  was  one ,  two ,  th ree ,  o r  6 

four .   I  asked one  and  now you  sa id  you don ' t  7 

have  i t  b roken ou t .  8 

 MR.  VALENTINO:    I  don ' t  have  the  i t em 9 

b roken  ou t .   I t  i s  b roken ou t  by  each c lass  10 

w i th in  the  i t em,  bu t  I  don ' t  have tha t  phys i ca l  11 

i t em in  f ron t  o f  me.  12 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    You don ' t  have  13 

the  i t em tha t  we ' re  vo t i ng  on?  14 

 MR.  VALENTINO:   I  jus t  have the  gener i c  15 

genera l  tax  ro l l .   I  don ' t  have the  250 pag es 16 

tha t  i t ' s  b roken  ou t  i n to .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  wha t  number  do  18 

you have?  19 

 MR.  VALENTINO:   I  jus t  have the  f ron t  20 

cove rsheet .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Fo r  C lass  1 ,  i s  22 

the  to ta l  assessed  va lue  th i s  year ,  wh ich  i s  23 

res ident ia l ,  i sn ' t  t he  to ta l  assessed va lue  th is  24 

year  l ower  than  las t  yea r?  25 
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 MR.  VALENTINO:   Fo r  C lass  1?  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Yes .  3 

 MR.  VALENTINO:    I ' d  need to  see  a  yea r  4 

to  yea r  compar i son .  5 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  we ' re  vo t ing  6 

on  i t  w i thou t  hav ing  tha t  yea r  to  year  7 

compar ison?  8 

 MR.  VALENTINO:    You ' re  vo t i ng  on  the  9 

2013  genera l  tax  ro l l  as  i t  appears  w i th in  the  10 

l eg i s la t ion .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    We l l ,  my  concern  12 

i s  t ha t  - -  and  you ' re  Depar tment  o f  Assessme nt ,  13 

co r rec t?  14 

 MR.  VALENTINO:    I 'm  the  depu ty  coun ty  15 

a t to rney  ass igned to  the  Depar tmen t  o f  16 

Assessment .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   So fo r  18 

most  peop le  the  assessed  va lues  were  f rozen ?  19 

 MR.  VALENTINO:    Cor rec t .  20 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    By  the  Depar tmen t  21 

o f  Assessmen t .   There  was a  f reeze  fo r  t he  l as t  22 

th ree  years ,  r i gh t?  23 

 MR.  VALENTINO:    Not  l as t  th ree  years .   24 

I t  was  beg inn ing  w i th  th is  assessmen t  ro l l .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   Las t  two 2 

years .  3 

 MR.  VALENTINO:    Not  two  yea rs .   But  t he  4 

12 /13  ro l l ,  t ha t  was  the  f i r s t  yea r  o f  t he  5 

f reeze .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And what  we ' re  7 

vo t i ng  on  now i s  the  second year  o f  the  f re eze?  8 

 MR.  VALENTINO:    I t ' s  the  f i r s t  year .   9 

The 12 /13  was  the  f i rs t  year  o f  the  assessm ent  10 

f reeze .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   So the  12 

va lues  were  f rozen ,  co r rec t?  13 

 MR.  VALENTINO:    Cor rec t .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bu t  i f  someone  15 

cha l lenged ,  they  cou ld  ge t  i t  reduced,  cor r ec t?  16 

 MR.  VALENTINO:    I t ' s  a  so f t  f reeze.   You 17 

can ' t  f reeze  assessmen ts .   I f  ins tances  sho w i t  18 

shou ld  rece ive  a  reduc t i on  - -  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    When  me,  as  a  20 

homeowner ,  when  a  homeowner  l e t ' s  say  in  Be l lmore  21 

o r  Mer r i ck  go t  a  l e t te r  as  to  what  the i r  22 

assessment  was ,  the  le t te r  wo u ld  have sa id  t he  23 

same va lue  as  l as t  yea r ,  i t  was  a  f reeze ,  24 

co r rec t?  25 
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 MR.  VALENTINO:   12 /13  began the  f reeze .   2 

There  was a l so  a  benchmark ing  sys tem where  DOA 3 

t r ied  to  use  mass aggress ion  ana lys i s  to  f i x  some 4 

o f  t he  assessed  va lues .  5 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  then,  i f  there  6 

was a  cha l lenge ,  you  cou ld  have go t ten  your  7 

assessed  va lue  reduced ,  your  ten ta t i ve  asse ssed 8 

va lue  reduced ,  cor rec t?  9 

 MR.  VALENTINO:    Tha t ' s  co r rec t .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And a re  you aware  11 

tha t  ove r  90  pe rcent  o f  the  cha l lengers  were  12 

success fu l?  13 

 MR.  VALETINO:    I  am not  aware .   Tha t ' s  14 

the  Assessmen t  Rev iew Commiss ion .   I 'm  in  t he  15 

Depar tment  o f  Assessment .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  looked  a t  the  17 

numbers .   The  to ta l  assessed  va lua t i on  i n  C lass  1  18 

f rom year  to  yea r  as  fa l len  qu i te  a  b i t .   I  wou ld  19 

say  i t ' s  down  more  than ten  pe rcen t .   The r esu l t  20 

o f  t ha t  wou ld  mean  tha t  the  tax  ra te  wou ld  have 21 

to  go  up .  22 

 MR.  VALENTINO:    But  i f  everyone  i s  23 

l owered commensura te ly ,  the  tax  ra te  doesn ' t  24 

ma t te r ,  your  bo t tom l i ne  w i l l  s t i l l  rema in  the  25 
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same.  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Cor rec t .  3 

 MR.  VALENTINO:    I t ' s  a  func t i on  o f  4 

ma themat ics .  5 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bu t  i f  you  a re  6 

f rozen  and  your  tax  ra te  wen t  up  you ' re  go i ng  to  7 

pay  more  i f  o the r  peop le  wen t  down  and  you were  8 

f rozen .  9 

 MR.  VALENTINO:    I t  depends o n  the  10 

c i rcumstances .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  took  wha t  you 12 

jus t  sa id ,  Mr .  Va len t i no .   You  jus t  sa id  i t ' s  13 

commensura te .  14 

 MR.  VALENTINO:    I t ' s  commensura te .   I f  15 

every  o the r  p roper ty  owner  wen t  down ,  i t ' s  s t i l l  16 

the  same amount  o f  t axes  tha t  have  to  be  lev ied .   17 

Your  tax  ra te  w i l l  go  up  bu t  you r  bo t tom f i gure  18 

w i l l  s t i l l  r ema in  the  same.   I f  - -  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Two- t h i rds  - -  20 

 MR.  VALENTINO:   you are  lower  than  21 

everybody e l se  - -  22 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Don ' t  in te r rup t  23 

h im,  Mr .  Denenberg .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:     He in te r rup ted  25 
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me ,  bu t  tha t ' s  okay .  2 

 Le t ' s  say  a  th i rd  went  down and two-3 

th i rds  were  f rozen .   Doesn ' t  t ha t  two- th i rd s  see  4 

re la t i ve  to  the  one- th i rd  tha t  wen t  down?  A ren ' t  5 

they  go ing  to  pay  more?  6 

 MR.  VALENTINO:    The  one- th i r d  m ight  pay  7 

more  as  we l l .   I f  the  schoo l ' s  budge t  went  up ,  8 

there ' s  a l so  a  two  percent  cap  on  the  STAR so 9 

they  cou ld  be  pay ing  more  in  taxes  as  we l l  - -  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    We l l ,  coun ty  11 

taxes  - -  12 

 MR.  VALENTINO:    I t ' s  cont ing ent  upon a  13 

l o t  o f  f ac to rs .   The re 's  no t  one  you  can  po in t  t o  14 

and say  i t ' s  a  causa t ion .   I t ' s  co r re la ted ,  bu t  15 

one doesn ' t  necessar i l y  mean  the  o ther .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   Te l l  me  17 

when  you ' re  done .  18 

 MR.  VALENTINO:    Okay .  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Thank  you.   20 

Because I  don ' t  want  to  speak  over .  21 

 So ,  in  the  coun ty  sense,  r igh t ,  ou r  tax  22 

revenue is  the  same,  cor rec t?   We d idn ' t  ha ve a  23 

tax  inc rease ,  a l leged ly .  24 

 MR.  VALENTINO:    The  levy  rema ined  the  25 
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same.  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    The tax  ra te  i s  3 

go ing  to  have  to  go  up  because  the  assessed  va lue  4 

i s  down,  cor rec t?  5 

 MR.  VALENTINO:    Cor rec t .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  i f  your  7 

assessed  va lue  i s  exac t l y  the  same as  i t  wa s  l as t  8 

year  you ' re  go ing  to  end  up  pay ing  more .  9 

 MR.  VALENTINO:    But  accord ing  to  you 90  10 

pe rcen t  o f  peop le  rece ive  reduc t ions ,  so  yo u  11 

wou ld  pre t ty  much rema in  the  same.  12 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    What  a re  you  13 

ta lk ing  abou t?  14 

 MR.  VALENTINO:   You jus t  sa id  90  percent  15 

- -  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    N ine ty  percent  o f  17 

the  peop le  - -  18 

 MR.  VALENTINO:   You sa id  90  p e rcen t  o f  19 

homeowners  rece ive  reduc t i ons ,  cor rec t?  20 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    N ine ty  percent  o f  21 

the  peop le  who cha l l enged;  you  d idn ' t  rea l l y  22 

l i s ten .  23 

 MR.  VALENTINO:    So,  cor rec t  me i f  I 'm  24 

wrong,  90  pe rcen t ,  you ' re  say ing ,  acco rd ing  to  25 
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you,  rece ive  reduc t i ons ,  cor r ec t?  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Of  the  peop le  who 3 

cha l lenge.  4 

 MR.  VALENTINO:    O f  the  peop le  who  5 

cha l lenge.  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:     On ly  one- th i rd  7 

o f  t he  peop le  cha l lenged .  8 

 MR.  VALENTINO:    I  don ' t  have  the  exac t  9 

f i gu res .   You ' re  go ing  to  hav e  to  - -  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Oh ,  I  do .  11 

 MR.  VALENTINO:   contac t  ARC.  12 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    125,000 13 

cha l lenged ,  tha t ' s  a  l i t t l e  l ess  than a  th i rd .   14 

N ine ty  percen t  o f  those rece ived  reduc t i ons ,  t he  15 

o the r  two- th i rds  were  f rozen .   They ' re  go ing  to  16 

see a  tax  inc rease .  17 

 MR.  VALENTINO:    They  may have  rece ived a  18 

tax  inc rease  anyway.  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Thank  you.  20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Any  pub l ic  21 

comment  on  th is  i t em? 22 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   23 

 There  be ing  none ,  a l l  those in  favor  o f  24 

I t em 29 p lease s ign i fy  by  say ing  aye .  25 
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 (Aye . )  2 

 Any  opposed?  3 

 (Nay . )  4 

 E igh t  nays  and ten  ayes .   I  guess  the  5 

i t em passes  ten  to  e igh t .  6 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Madame Cha i r?  7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Yes .  8 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    I  ju s t  wanted  to  9 

say  thank  you  Mr .  Va len t ino .  10 

 MR.  VALENTINO:    No prob lem.  11 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    I t ' s  a  d i f f i cu l t  12 

sub jec t  and you  answered  the  ques t ions  we l l .  13 

 MR.  VALENTINO:    I t  was  my  p leasure .  14 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Thank  you .  15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    There  be ing  no  16 

o the r  bus iness  be fore  th is  Leg is la tu re ,  we ' re  17 

go ing  to  ca l l  f o r  a  mo t ion  to  ad journ .   But  18 

be fo re  we do  tha t ,  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  w ish  eac h  and  19 

every  one o f  you  a  very  happy  ho l i day  and b e  20 

sa fe .  21 

 Mo t ion  to  ad jou rn ,  p lease?  22 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    So moved .  23 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Second .  24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Moved  by  25 
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Leg is la to r  Wa lke r ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  K ope l .  2 

 A l l  those in  favor?  3 

 (Aye . )  4 

 A l l  those aga ins t?  5 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   6 

 The mo t ion  ca r r i es  unan imous ly .  7 

 (Whereupon ,  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re  8 

ad journed a t  4 :09  p .m. )  9 

 10 

 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 
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 C  E R T  I  F  I  C  A T  E  

 

 I ,  FRANK GRAY,  a  Shor thand  Repor te r  and 

No ta ry  Pub l i c  i n  and  fo r  t he  S ta te  o f  New Y ork ,  

do  hereby  s ta te :  

 THAT I  a t tended  a t  t he  t ime and p lace  above  

ment ioned and  took  s tenograph ic  reco rd  o f  t he  

p roceed ings  i n  the  above-ent i t led  ma t te r ;  

 THAT the  fo rego ing  t ranscr ip t  i s  a  t rue  and  

accu ra te  t ransc r ip t  o f  t he  same and the  who le  

thereo f ,  acco rd ing  to  the  bes t  o f  my  ab i l i t y  and  

be l i e f .  

 IN  WITNESS WHEREOF,  I  have  he reunto  se t  my 

hand  th i s  2nd day  o f  January ,  2013 .  

 

 

    __________ _________________  
         FRANK GRAY 


